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learn, grow and renew
at upcoming gpnw retreats

GPNW

by Karen Beckman, Mission Center Communications Coordinator

The Greater Pacific Northwest-USA Mission Center will abound with
retreats this winter and spring. From training to nurturing, educating to
discipleship forming, there’s something for everyone.

C

•
•
•
•
•
•

youth ministries summit
ome and engage in the Mission Initiative of
“Developing Disciples to Serve” at the Youth
Ministries Summit, a free training and networking event to be held on February 27-March 1 at
Lewis River Campground. This weekend retreat will feature
a keynote presentation by guest minister JoAnn Fisher,
Inland West Mission Center Mission Coordinator; networking opportunities; worships; fellowship opportunities and
break-out training sessions to include:
Messy Church: A New Way Of Approaching Intergenerational Ministries
Revisiting Sunday School & Theme Class: Relevancy & Teaching Methods
Mentoring: Creating Mutual Relationships
Can I Get An Amen?: Developing Intergenerational Worship
Fostering Community: Partnering with Parents and Congregation
Encounter God: Spiritual Formation For All Ages

This event is for anyone who works in any aspect of youth and children’s ministries or senses a calling to do so. Pastors, Sunday School teachers and assistants,
congregational child/youth leaders, and youth camp staff are especially encouraged to attend.
An offertory will be taken at the retreat to help defray the expenses for the
weekend. If you are not able to make it to the retreat but would like to make a
continued on page 2

Plan on it!

upcoming mission
center events
JANUARY 2015
17-18—First Caravan Huddle, Roseburg
FEBRUARY 2015
14-15—Caravan Huddle, Portland
27-3/1—Youth Ministries Summit Retreat, Lewis
River Campground
27-3/1—Nurturing Spirit Weekend, Samish Island
Campground (hosted by CWMC)
MARCH 2015
8—Orphans Africa Benefit Dinner/Auction
14-15—Caravan Huddle, Eugene
14—Caravan Dinner & Auction, Eugene
APRIL 2015
1—Submission Deadline for next Chinook
10-12—Pastors’ Retreat, Lewis River Camground
15—Bold Moves Grant Application Deadline
17-19—Leading Congregations in Mission
Retreat, Samish Island Campground
23-26—Arts Retreat, Samish Island Campground
24-26—GPNW Women’s Retreat, Lincoln City OR
25-26—Caravan Huddle, Puget Sound Area TBD
27-5/2—Samish Island Campground Work Week
MAY 2015
2-3—First Discipleship NOW Session
22-24—Young Adult Retreat, Remote Campground
30-31—Last Caravan Huddle, Bend/Redmond

continued from page 1

save the date!
2015 camping
elementary youth camps
samish camp genesis
Boys & girls grades 3-4: June 5-7
lewis river camp zarahemla
Boys & girls grades 3-6: July 28-Aug. 1
remote kids camp
Boys & girls grades 3-5: July 29-Aug. 1
samish camp mungai
Boys & girls grades 5-6: August 10-16
junior high youth camps
lewis river jr. high boys camp
(hosmer lake)
Boys grades 7-9: July 5-10
remote jr. high camp
Boys & girls grades 6-8: July 12-18
samish camp kluane
Girls grades 7-9: July 19-25
samish camp chimacum
Boys grades 7-9: July 26-Aug. 1
lewis river jr. high girls camp
Girls grades 7-9: July 27-Aug. 1
senior high youth camps
remote sr. high camp
Boys & girls grades 9-’15 grads: July 5-11
samish camp kimtah
Boys & girls grades 10-’15 grads: Aug. 2-8

reunions

samish adult reunion:
June 13, 3 pm to June 19, 12 noon

lewis river family reunion:
June 28, 2:30 pm to July 3, 12 noon
samish family reunion:
July 5, 2 pm to July 11, 12 noon
remote family reunion:
August 2, 2 pm to August 8, 12 noon
northwest singles reunion:
August 16, 4 pm to August 22, 12 noon

2

donation to help defray the expenses, please
contact Co-Directors Sean Langdon (425293-6366, slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org)
and Christie Ostendorp (503-287-7373,
costendorp@cofchrist-gpnw.org).
Register online now at
YouthMinistriesSummit.eventbrite.com or
obtain a Retreat Registration Form at www.
cofchrist-gpnw.org/events and mail to Sean
Langdon (2824 Miramonti Dr., Eugene OR
97405). For questions or more information,
contact Sean or Christie.

nurturing spirit
weekend
Nurture your soul
at Nurturing Spirit
Weekend, February
27-March 1, at Samish
Island Campground.
Meditation is an inner
state of continual
prayer from the depths
of our heart. Learn spiritual practices to
extend this state of Inner Prayer into your
daily life. Learn new ways to connect with
God and explore what it means to Pray
Always, and Pray All Ways. Guest ministry
provided by Vickie McArthur and Shannon
McAdam. This retreat is sponsored by
Canada West Mission Centre.
Contact CWMC Communications
Coordinator Debra Donohue (1-877411-2632, debra@communityofchrist.ca).
Registration fee is $80 due by February 7.
pastors’ retreat
It has been said
that serving in congregational pastoral
leadership can best
be described as sharing in a joyful burden!
Our congregations are
blessed to be led by
many who often feel
stressed by more of the burden than the joy of
their service. They seek to provide and care
for the expectations, the needs, and sometimes even the demands, that we see as the
fullness of congregational life. It is easy for
many of us to forget that these dedicated servant ministers need ministry, too.
This spring, such an opportunity will
occur as the GPNW Mission Center pro-

vides its first Pastors’ Retreat. This weekend
retreat for all pastors/pastor leadership team
members and their companions will be held
at Lewis River Campground on April 10-12.
Spending time together in renewal, worship,
conversation, learning, and fellowship will be
the focus of the weekend.
Worship will center on opportunities for
reflective time alone with God, spiritual formation activities, and sharing collectively as a
pastoral community.
Guided conversations, together and in
smaller groups, will allow our leaders to
explore and share their thoughts and experiences on a wide variety of topics with
Mission Center staff and congregational
support ministers. Mission Center President
Kathy Sharp and others will facilitate these
opportunities to discuss together.
The learning portion of the weekend will
focus on the book, Slow Church, which was
gifted to all leaders at the Pastors’ Breakfast
during our 2014 Mission Center Conference.
Mission Center Learning Officer Christian
Skoorsmith will facilitate this time of exploration. We are fortunate that one of the coauthors of the book, John Pattison, will join
the retreat for a time of conversation regarding the principles of relationship-building and
leading congregations in the 21st century that
are presented in the book. Of course, all are
encouraged to have read the book before the
retreat to enhance what can be gained by this
opportunity.
Apostle Ron Harmon will bring his
dynamic ministry of presence, participation,
and presentation to the retreat, as well. He
looks forward to the opportunity of sharing
with and supporting the pastoral leaders of
our Mission Center, spending time in conversation, fellowship, worship and learning with
them.
Registration for the retreat is $45 per
person; congregations are encouraged to
provide financial support to assist their
leaders in attending this wonderful opportunity. Registration will be available through
Eventbrite; watch for more information on
registration soon. If you have questions or
require additional information, please
contact Steve Pomeroy (425-641-8876,
spomeroy@cofchrist-gpnw.org) or Kathy
Sharp (425-488-8202, ksharp@cofchristgpnw.org).

Get your news in the next Chinook. Send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by April 1, 2015.

leading congregations in
mission (lcm) retreat
Pastor Leadership Teams participating in the Leading Congregations
in Mission Pilot will retreat together at
Samish Island Campground on April
17-19. Key points of emphasis include
journeying together in mission; forming
sacred community; our changing context for mission; leading the missional
journey; discerning, cultivating and
using the gifts of all ages; expanding
participation and sustaining mission;
moving from experiments to new forms
of spiritual life and spiritual formation
retreats.
arts retreat
The annual Fine Arts Retreat, held
at Samish Island Campground each
spring, will become the “Arts Retreat”
for 2015. With the theme, “Creating
Community through the Arts,” it will be
held April 23-26.Teaching artists are
needed. To volunteer or for more information, contact Director Stacy Hicks
(360-888-8773, stacynhicks@gmail.
com). Watch for registration information soon.
women’s
retreat
The 2015
GPNW Women’s
Retreat, “While
We are Waiting,”
will be held April
24-26 at the
Surftides Hotel
in Lincoln City,
Oregon. Guest ministry will be provided by Mission Center President Kathy
Sharp and Priest Laura Schlenker
Gloman. Watch for more information
or contact retreat coordinators Mary
Schlenker (360-383-6781, mcschlenker@comcast.net) or Jan Simpson
(503-632-3940, jeromejan@aol.com).

right: cooper eden is
blessed at puyallup
far right: bailey eden is
blessed at puyallup

discipleship NOW session
Individuals selected to participate
in the first cohort of Discipleship NOW
will have their first formation weekend
session on May 2-3, “Pursuing the Way
of Christ’s Peace: Mission Theology
and Practice.”
Funded by a resolution passed at
our 2014 Mission Center Conference
(see page 4), Discipleship NOW is an
ongoing education initiative designed to
create connections between the sacred
story, mission, everyday life, and the
world we live in today. Discipleship
NOW is designed to empower individuals who have a sense of passion and
calling to grow and be shaped in their
journey with Christ.
More than 140 candidates have
been nominated, so not everyone will
be invited in the first group of 30. These
first-round candidate applications are
due by Sunday, February 17, and
candidates will be notified by Sunday,
March 1. Contact DiscipleshipNOW@
cofchrist-gpnw.org with any questions.
young adult retreat
We will cap off our spring retreats
with a GPNW Young Adult Retreat.
Young adults throughout the Mission
Center will meet May 22-24 at Remote
Campground. Contact Director Sean
Langdon (425-293-6366, slangdon@
cofchrist-gpnw.org) for more information.
youth camps & reunions
Being on staff at a youth camp
is one of the most rewarding experiences you will ever have in ministry.
If you are interested in staffing a youth
camp this summer, please contact Sean
Langdon, Director of Youth Camping
(425-293-6366, slangdon@cofchristgpnw.org).

sean
langdon is
ordained to seventy
at mission center conference
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mission center

sacraments
recent gpnw ordinations
• Keri Hill, Cowlitz Valley – Teacher
• Sean Langdon, Eugene – Seventy
• Katie O’Keefe-Knobel, Redmond – Elder
• Dorothy Wilgus, Puyallup – Seventy
dorothy
wilgus is
ordained
to seventy
at mission
center
conference

recent gpnw superannuations
• Hazel Bauer, Rainier Valley – Elder
• Elaine Harrington, Rainier Valley – Elder
• James Harrington, Rainier Valley – Deacon
jim & elaine
harrington (left)
and hazel bauer
(right) receive
superannuation
certificates
at rainier
valley

recent gpnw blessings
• Bailey Eden, Puyallup
• Cooper Eden, Puyallup
• Giovanni Rosemond, Rainier Valley
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come and bring light: gpnw mission
center conference 2014 highlights

O

by Kim Naten, Mission Center Recorder

ur annual Greater Pacific
Northwest-USA Mission Center
Conference was held November
8 and 9, in Portland, Oregon. In
attendance were 184 delegates and alternates, representing 37 congregations/small
groups, Mission Center Council and staff,
as well as many more non-delegate members and friends.
Our theme for the weekend was “Come
and Bring Light” (one of our new hymns
in the Community of Christ Sings hymnal).
Each session highlighted a portion of the
lyrics from this beautiful hymn. Our guest
minister was Jane Gardner, High Priest
Quorum President, Director of Integrated
Formation Ministries and New Hymnal
Project Team Lead.
Also sharing in
guest ministry was
Robin Linkhart,
President of Seventy and
Missionary Coordinator
for the Western USA
Mission Field, as well
as High Priest John
VanDerWalker,
Mission Research
Assessment and Support Specialist for the
Western USA Mission Field. Each of our
guests brought a profound and meaningful
ministry to our conference experience!
open our eyes...we are your people
Our opening worship was heralded by
colorful flags, bagpipes and drums, and a
distinct note of celebration and anticipation.
Flags representing all 37 congregations and
small groups in the Mission Center were
carried in, one-by-one, as their names were
announced, and it provided a beautiful
visual image of how large and widespread
our Mission Center truly is. Jane Gardner
shared a personal testimony about presenting our new hymnal at an ecumenical hymnal society annual meeting. Hymn writer
and Community of Christ Peace Award winner for 2013, John Bell, announced to Jane
that our hymnal was “prophetic.”
The delegate orientation session followed, during which the 2015 budget was
presented, along with the Mission Center
Financial Officer’s Report and other financial reports. (All reports, resolutions and
financial documents are available at
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www.cofchrist-gpnw.org/conference.)
Delegates reviewed the proposed budget,
asked questions, and requested clarification
on the materials presented.
Two resolutions were presented:
Mission Center Financial Officer Bill
McFarlin introduced a resolution to
replenish the Alaska Travel Fund, and
Mission Center President Kathy Sharp and
Mission Center Learning Officer Christian
Skoorsmith introduced a resolution to
authorize $10,000 seed funding for the
Discipleship NOW disciple formation program in our Mission Center. It is important
to note that passage of these resolutions
(which occurred in the afternoon business
session) will not affect the Mission Center
Operating Budget, nor increase congregational allocations.
The funding for each
is drawn from the
Operating Investment
Fund.
Following lunch,
the conference gathered for the afternoon
business session. Last
year’s conference
minutes were approved and Mission Center
officers sustained. Kathy Sharp presented
her Annual President’s Report, which
included highlights of missional events and
activities throughout the Mission Center.
Kathy shared the additions of new
staff: Mary Richardson, Mission Center
Music Specialist (self-sustaining); Joanie
and Steve Smith, Samish Congregational
Support Ministers (self-sustaining); Stacie
Simmons Bates, Mission Center Council
and Puyallup Congregational Support
Minister (self-sustaining); and Val Walker,
Portland Pastor. Kathy also recognized staff
members transitioning out of their roles:
Stan Corrington, Mission Center Council;
Bob Dobkins, Congregational Support
Minister; and Mike Bessonette, SPEC staff.
	Robin Linkhart then presented
Certificates of Seventy, which represent
extensive study and practicum, to Vera
Entwistle, Karen Sundstrom, Christie
Ostendorp and John Smallwood.
After brief comments regarding the
proposed 2015 budget, it was unanimously
approved. Both funding resolutions were
unanimously approved, with many del-

egates speaking in support of each one.
Two World Church priesthood calls to the
office of Seventy were presented: Dorothy
Wilgus (Puyallup) and Sean Langdon
(Eugene). Testimonies and affirmations of
support for each candidate were given, and
each call was unanimously sustained.
Saturday evening, youth and young
adults gathered for dinner, games and fellowship, while others participated in a hymnal workshop led by Jane Gardner. Jane
shared many of the stories behind some
of our new hymns, provided new ways to
teach hymns in our congregations, and gave
us opportunities to sing some of the less
familiar tunes.
open our eyes...to the flock that you tend
Sunday morning, Pastors, Mission
Center Council members and staff attended
a breakfast focused on our congregational
ministries and the opportunities for leadership development for our pastors. World
Church Ecumenical and Interfaith Officer
Dale Luffman, Robin Linkhart, John
VanDerWalker, and Kathy Sharp, presented information regarding Discipleship
NOW and the congregational gift of the documentary DVD, American Winter. Samish
Pastor Glen Fishel shared the experiences
and blessings related to their involvement in
the Samish Island Community Garden.
open our eyes...once again
Also on Sunday morning, we shared
in a “HymnFest” with Jane Gardner and
Christian Skoorsmith, learning and singing many new and old favorites in the hymnal, sharing testimonies of transformation
and enlightenment through song.
open our eyes...teach us compassion and love
Our Worship Service featured the
ordinations of Dorothy Wilgus and Sean
Langdon to Seventy. Jane Gardner led
us in a hymn-based spiritual practice, and
Robin Linkhart shared a charge with the
body. The conference was blessed by ministry from the Mission Center Choir and
a special Youth Choir. The message of
“Come and Bring Light” was brought to life
throughout the weekend in worship,
song, and fellowship.

Get your news in the next Chinook. Send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by April 1, 2015.

the sky is falling!?

by Bishop Bill McFarlin, Mission Center Financial Officer

Listen to the testimonies of those who are responding and follow your soul’s
yearning to come home to God’s grace and generosity.
—Words of Counsel (2013), President Stephen M. Veazey

A

s you may have heard,
the World Church must
reduce its annual budget
of $27M by $7M (a 26%
reduction) for this coming year. Most
of that decrease will come from staff
retirements and the elimination of
staff positions over the next several
months. Some staff members have
been offered an early retirement to
ease this transition; however, the
elimination of staff positions across
the church will be required to reach
the necessary budget savings.
It would be easy for us to run
around like Chicken Little (a.k.a.
Henny Penny), claiming that the sky
is falling, because of these current
financial challenges. It is important
to not understate the significance
of the deficit that is confronting the
church, but it is also important to
understand that the church has faced
challenges before and that we are
more than capable of finding a solution together. The church has sufficient resources among its members
and friends to fund the current level
of mission being expressed around
the world—and to even expand that
mission.
It may feel like the sky is falling, but the sky is fine—it is just
full of storm clouds. To address the
challenges before us, our vision
of what is possible with God must
expand. Our understanding of God’s
grace and generosity must expand.
Our assessment of our true capacity
must expand. The church and those
who support its mission have ample
capacity to fully fund Christ’s mission as expressed by Community
of Christ. One way to do that is to
embrace the words of counsel above.
We need to tell our stories—the

gpnw evangelists
enjoy a fall gathering
in portland

stories of how we have responded to
God’s grace and generosity, and have
discovered God’s blessings.
God has already blessed all
of creation. It is our task to mirror God’s grace and generosity. By
doing so, our eyes will be opened
to the beauty and richness of God’s
blessings that already exist in the
world and in our lives. The blessings
are already here. We just need clear
vision to see them.
We are invited to share our financial support of the church equally
with local and world ministries. In
the past few weeks since the status
of the World Church finances has
been shared with the church, several
people have shared with me that
they have chosen to respond to the
call to share more generously with
the World Church in support of our
collective mission around the world.
That mission is our mission, your
mission, Christ’s mission. Those who
have shared their story with me have
indicated that as they worked to better discern their true capacity, they
were blessed with a sense of comfort
in, and rightness of, their decision to
share more. As they increased their
giving, they began to see the blessings of God in their life even more
abundantly.
I would encourage you to share
your story of generosity with others
and to listen to their stories. Together,
in the richness of our sharing and storytelling, God’s hope for the world
can be realized, and we can more
fully reflect God’s grace and generosity with a world in need of blessing.

anita
and dave
colvin celebrate
50 years of marriage
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mission center &

life events

1

anniversary
Anita and Dave Colvin (Sequim Group) celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary on November 28.
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special honor
Ashley Whitham, M.Div. (Garden Grove
Congregation) has been chosen to present a paper
at the 2015 American Academy of Religion/Society
of Biblical Literature/
The American Schools
of Oriental Research
Pacific Northwest
Region Annual
Meeting in March.
Her presentation title
is “Emma Smith as
Living Exemplar of
Community of Christ
Theology’s The Worth
of All People” and is
based, in part, on her
Master’s thesis.
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evangelists gathering
Mission Center Evangelists gathered in Portland this
fall to meet with Presiding Evangelist David Brock.
They spent time in open and unstructured discussion
on a variety of topics, shared book recommendations,
and learned about
new World Church
programs. (See article,
“Conversations Around
the Table” by Tuality
Evangelist Harold Lasley
here: ministriesofblessing.
blogspot.
com/2014_11_01_archive.
html.)
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squash out hunger:
A Bold moves project
by Melissa Fery, Cottage Grove Pastorate Team

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we
do not give up. —Galatians 6:9

sew ‘n’ sews creating quilts at
bend congregation

sew ‘n’ sews serve
those in need
by Susan Gregory

T

he dedicated members of
the Sew ‘n’ Sews bring

their sewing machines to
Bend Congregation each Thursday
from 10 am-2 pm. They personally create colorful quilts and then
donate them to local organizations.
Members include folks from the
Bend and Redmond congregations, as well as non-member
friends.
The Sew ‘N’ Sews donated
nine quilts to Bethlehem Inn in
August, and took seven more to
Grandma’s House in October.
There are 14 quilts currently finished, with three more at the quilters.
On the first Wednesday each
month, they also meet in the activity room of a retirement center to
gather with the residents, some of
whom bring their hand crafts and
some of whom bring clothing that
needs repair. As you can see, this
group keeps busy!
Quilts are also offered for sale,
with the proceeds used to purchase
more supplies. If you are interested
in purchasing a quilt or receiving
more information about the Sew
‘n’ Sews, contact Susan Gregory
(541-389-1035, sinceresusan@
gmail.com).
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T

he small grassy field behind our
church building in Cottage Grove,
Oregon was transformed this past
summer into a lush mass of vines,
and then by autumn provided a plentiful
harvest of butternut and acorn squash. The
Squash Out Hunger project, which was
funded through the Bold Moves program,
has provided our congregation a new way to
reach out in our local community.
For the past several years, we have been
active in our community by fundraising for,
and having a team in, our local American
Cancer Society’s
Relay for Life
and by collecting
needed supplies for
the Family Relief
Nursery—even hundreds of rolls of toilet
paper for Cottage
Grove Community
Sharing at one point.
We have felt good
about these outreach
activities, and as a fairly small congregation of approximately 25 active members, I
felt we were doing our part. There had been
talk now and then about trying to establish
a community garden on our one-third acre
of church property, and while tempting, the
planning and management of such a project
stalled the idea.
Over the course of the last year or so, I
believe that God softened my heart and called
me to move forward, with motivation coming
even in the form of a photograph on the cover
of a Sunday bulletin—a photo of a woman’s
hand planting a seed in newly-tilled soil with
a theme reading, “Called to Serve.”
God calls us to serve, and to do so God
has blessed us with many different talents
and gifts. We played to our strengths and
available resources when we decided upon
the Squash Out Hunger project. My husband,
Michael, has years of farming experience,
including growing hundreds of acres of winter squash. Don’s gardening green thumb and

advice are helpful. Dale has access to a small
tractor and tiller. Stan manages a hardware
store and can order us many supplies we
need. Darrell has the time to help by moving
irrigation sprinklers on a regular basis. We
have enthusiastic youth who are eager to help
and can turn anything into a fun time (even
hoeing weeds). I plan projects, make connections and like to see things happen.
After a brief conversation with the coordinator of the food pantry at Cottage Grove
Community Sharing and hearing, “We’ll take
all the winter squash you can provide,” it was
time to just do it.
Our congregation
worked together to cultivate soil, plant seeds,
tend the plants, chase
rabbits from devouring
the developing fruit, and
reap the harvest. God’s
blessings through these
actions have been abundant.
We have been
blessed with Margie, a dynamic neighbor
who has been attending worship services
since she walked over to see what we were
up to, tilling up the field. The harvest celebration held in late September was a neighborhood event, where eight neighbors from our
community arrived to help us harvest, wash
and pack the squash. We were also grateful
for friends from Eugene Congregation who
came to help.
We harvested approximately 9,200
pounds (over four and a half tons) of
squash. We delivered 7,000 pounds to the
Community Sharing Food Pantry for distribution to families in Cottage Grove and
surrounding areas. Another 2,000 pounds
or so were delivered to Trinity Lutheran
Community Kitchen, which serves dinner
meals, as well as to Soup’s On and F.O.O.D.,
two local groups that work to feed the hungry.
All of the organizations would like to partner
again in the project.

Get your news in the next Chinook. Send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by April 1, 2015.

veteran honored with flight
in wwi era biplane
by daughters Adrienne Chilberg, Diane Mowreader & Roberta Good

O

ur mom, at age 91, took a
ride on a biplane this summer! On July 6, Jeanne
Wood (Deacon, Portland
Congregation) was
honored with a
“Dream Flight” in
a Boeing Stearman
biplane—the same
aircraft used to
train many military
aviators in the late
thirties and early forties—thanks to the
Ageless Aviation
Dreams Foundation.
The foundation is a
non-profit organization built on the
philosophy of “Giving Back to Those
Who Have Given,” and was established to honor seniors and United
States military veterans, focusing on
on individuals living in long-term
care communities.
Jeanne has always had an
adventurous spirit. After high school,
Jeanne went to Behnke-Walker
Business School in Portland. “It
was the thing to do,” she said. Six
months later, she got a job at Crown
Zellerbach Paper Mill in Oregon

right: bend food
pantry volunteers
far right: performers at
renton’s joyful noise event
help raise funds for outreach
international

City. “I worked there for 18 months
and became utterly bored.” Then she
thought, “Why not join the WACs
(Women’s Air Corp)?”
Always having had
a thirst for adventure, she
joined the Army on June
2, 1944, at age 21, and put
her name on a list to travel
outside the United States.
Jeanne was flown to what
is now Karachi, Pakistan.
Once there, she was assigned
to Headquarters Squadron
typing up special orders
and using a “Comptometer
Operator,” the old fashioned
equivalent to a typewriter and a ten
key. She recalls having to pop off
the small lizards residing on the netting that covered her bunk, watching
camel trains plod slowly along the
road, and seeing sacred cows meandering on the streets. Talk about an
adventure!
Jeanne receieved an honorable
discharge on January 21, 1946. At
that time, she was a Corporal and
was awarded the Asiatic Pacific
Campaign Medal, WWII Victory
Medal, American Campaign Medal,
and Good Conduct Medal.
You can read more about
the Ageless Aviation Dreams
Foundation and contact the
Tour Coordinator at www.agelessaviationdreasm.org.

children
enjoy
woodland park’s
dinner and drama
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missional

congregations
bend: food pantry
• Since 2002, Bend Congregation has been holding a food pantry the last Saturday of each month.
They distribute boxes of food to those in need.
They also have an assortment of lightly used clothing that guests can take home. Roschell and Gary
Farnsworth have been the faithful Food Pantry
organizers for about nine years. Congregational
volunteers pick up food, stock shelves and fill
boxes. Volunteers range in age from about 12-85!
woodland park: donations for those in need
• Woodland Park Congregation hosted their annual
Christmas Dinner and Drama at Nordic Heritage
Museum on November 30, featuring a performance
of “The Innkeeper’s Christmas” by Taproot Theatre
Touring. At the event, they collected donations to
benefit Union Gospel Mission, a non-profit organization providing emergency care and long-term
recovery services to hurting and homeless people in
the greater Seattle area.
renton: supporting outreach international
•
Renton Congregation
held their annual Joyful Noise
Christmas Sing-along on
December 14. Participants shared
in the talents of Webb of Life, the
Lake Washington Singers, and
a Community of Christ Choir.
During the event, donations were
collected to support Outreach
International, a Community of
Christ affiliated organization that provides sustainable solutions to help end extreme poverty
around the world.
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invite people to christ

Below are recently reported baptisms and confirmations in
the GPNW Mission Center:
Keegan Fullerton - Bend (confirmation)
Jacob Keesee - Garden Grove (confirmation)
Andre Moore - Selah (baptism & confirmation)
Emma Sahlberg - Bend (confirmation)
Ashley Zetamora - Eugene (baptism &
confirmation)

jacob keesee is
confirmed by
chris lasley and
maria keesee on
october 12, 2014

participants at recent gpnw events - left to right: christmas truce event (co-sponsored by gpnw mission center & organized by gpnw learning officer christian
skoorsmith); eugene poverty awareness weekend; winter gpnw youth retreat

around the
mission center

