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it’s not all about money
by Mike Bessonette, Mission Center President

We have spent quite a bit of time and energy this spring talking about
money and the impacts of money on our mission center, congregations,
and ministry. (See story, page 2.) While this is important, there are still
wonderful things going on in our mission center that are not about money.

I

have experienced an amazing spirit of love and praise
in several congregations as I
have traveled the mission center this year. Each place I have been
has blessed me, from small congregations to our larger ones, from
sitting around a table and sharing a
meal to praising God in song.
If you doubt God’s presence
in our little corner of the world,
take a Sunday to visit another congregation. Sit around the table and share a meal with the saints in Sequim, visit Myrtle
Point and ask about their diaper ministry, sing with Auburn Congregation (pictured
above), check out the community gardens in Roseburg, Albany and Samish Island.
The list goes on and on and is a true blessing to creation.
All this said, we are still working on our budget for 2016, and soon for 2017 and
beyond. We are blessed to have the resources to continue the ministry referenced
above, though the ways of doing so may change. Please follow the information in the
NewsBriefs for continuing updates as to how we are working through our budget challenges. But most of all, continue to praise and serve God and bless the communities in
which you live.

Plan on it!

upcoming mission
center events
(see page 10 for a listing of youth camps)

JUNE 2016
4-11— World Conference
18—Work Day at Lewis River Campground
25-July 3—Caravan Trip
26-July 1—Family Reunion @ Lewis River
JULY 2016
10-16—Family Reunion @ Samish Island
20-30—Spectacular Trip
AUGUST 2016
6-12—Family Reunion @ Remote
28-September 1—NW Singles Reunion @
Samish Island
SEPTEMBER 2016
16-18—Melchisedec Retreat @ Tuality
23-25—Caravan Leadership Retreat @
Sunriver
24-25—Discipleship NOW Retreat
30-October 2—NW Singles Retreat @
Samish Island

mission center budget impacts
by Mike Bessonette, Mission Center President

A
interim mcfo
appointed
by Mike Bessonette, Mission Center President

I

t is my pleasure to announce the
appointment of Steve Pomeroy
as the Interim Mission Center
Financial Officer for the GPNW
Mission Center.
Steve’s appointment will begin
July 1, 2016, and continue through
December 31, 2017. His appointment has the full support of our
Apostle, Ron Harmon, the Presiding
Bishopric, and the First Presidency,
as well as Bill McFarlin and me. In
the fall, Mission Center Conference
delegates will have the opportunity to
sustain this appointment.
Steve brings to this appointment
an excellent background for the position, as well as a strong work ethic,
an excellent relationship with the
membership, and experience with
staff and congregational leaders. Steve
will set aside his priesthood office of
Evangelist during his appointment
and assume his former office of High
Priest. You can view Steve’s biography
on the mission center website at www.
cofchrist-gpnw.org/admin.
Steve has agreed to help Bill and
me work through the task of organizing the position to be truly half-time,
and to help with the process of identifying a permanent MCFO in 2017. My
conviction is that Steve’s ministry in
this role will richly bless the mission
center.
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s a result of budget reductions
by World Church, our mission
center is now responsible for
expenses not currently in our
2016 budget. These changes are affecting
all mission centers in North America. The
expenses include the ministerial reimbursement (car, travel, meals, etc.) for the Mission
Center President (MCP) position and the salary, benefits, and ministerial reimbursement
for the Mission Center Financial Officer
(MCFO) position.

mcp position
The ministerial reimbursement for the
Mission Center President position is set
at $10,000 per year. For 2016, this reduction will take effect July 1 with a budget
impact of $5,000. For the 2017 budget, we
will review the actual expenses for 2016 to
determine the proposed budget numbers (i.e.,
MCP expenses may actually be less than
$10,000).
mcfo position
Bill McFarlin has been working less
than full-time in the MCFO position since
the new USA Mission Field plan was
put in place. He has been working as an
Administrative Support Minister supporting
three mission centers: Inland West, Rockies,
and GPNW. In the midst of that, Bill has
been working toward making our MCFO
position half time. We believe we can continue that ongoing process and actually get it to
half time. Bill now will continue to work for
the church in an expanded role as the Field
Support Minister for the West USA Mission
Field and will no longer be able to serve as
our MCFO.
It is important to note that we will not
receive service from the MCFO position at
the level to which we have been accustomed.
We will work to make the job description a
reasonable one that covers all of the required
duties. Several staff members already have
assumed some of the duties Bill has done in
the past, and there will likely be other duties
assumed by several more. It is important
to note that half time is the maximum we
believe the budget can support with the current assumptions (i.e., no increase in draw on

reserves and no increase in congregational
allocations).
2016 budget impacts
For the remainder of 2016, we estimate the budget impact to be a maximum of
$30,000. It is possible that this will be less, but
we think it’s wise to use the higher number. To
meet this shortfall, we will take two steps:
1. I have suspended the Bold Moves Grant
program for 2016, which amounts to
$25,000.
2. We will take the balance of funds from
closely managing budget items or from
carryover funds designated for 2017.
This will be monitored as we get more accurate numbers, such as the final salary and
benefits calculation. If there are funds left
for the Bold Moves Grant program, it will
be reopened for applications later in 2016. A
revised 2016 GPNW budget, if needed, will
be considered at the fall 2016 Mission Center
Conference.
2017 budget impacts
For 2017, the impact will of course be
greater. Our estimate for the 2017 budget for
these impacts is $48,000. Again, we plan on
maximum impact, but the numbers could be
reduced if actual expenses are less.
In addition, there are other potential
impacts to the 2017 budget of which we are
aware, but do not yet have firm figures. We
have carryover funds from 2015 to soften
some of this expense for 2017. Our best calculations indicate that the 2017 budget will
be challenging but workable. We will examine all expenses and revenue (including Bold
Moves) as we plan for 2017.
Staffing is the largest percentage of
our budget. Over the last two years, we
reduced our paid ministerial staff from
3.75 FTE to 2.0 FTE. With the additional
changes required, we will now be reducing our administrative officers (MCP and
MCFO) from 2.0 FTE to 1.5 FTE. Until this
year, these positions were funded by World
Church. Both will now be funded locally.
We are striving to be as wise and fiscally
responsible as possible as we manage our
finances and deliver programming.

Get your news in the next Chinook. Send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by September 1, 2016.

SCATTERED & GATHERED
by Bill McFarlin, Field Support Minister

“As the grain from which the bread we broke was made were once scattered
over the fields, and then gathered together and made one, so may your
Church be gathered from all over the earth into your Kingdom.”		
—Didache, 1st Century CE
s I transition from the
financial officer role for
the GPNW Mission Center that I have held since
the beginning of the mission center,
the image from the Didache passage
above comes to mind. I have been
reminded of our shared journey that
started 13 years ago and the eight
former jurisdictions that blended
together over time to become
something new. We brought with us
much of what made us unique from
those previous jurisdictions and
then allowed ourselves
to be formed into a new
creation.
It has not been an
easy process and was
occasionally painful, as
we were confronted with
the thought of losing
something dear to us or
a familiar way of doing
things. Nonetheless, we struggled
together to make the next way of
doing things our new normal, all the
while remembering that we were in
this together, as brothers and sisters
in the pursuit of God’s Kingdom,
Zion.
As we attempted to take the
next faithful step on our journey
together, we found renewed hope in
our shared mission and in our life
together. We learned better ways to
work and interact with one another,
and discovered the joy that can be
found in making Christ’s mission the
most important thing in our lives. In
spite of the frustration, confusion, irritation and doubt we may have felt,
we remembered that it is to faithful
discipleship that we are called.
We found our way through
financial difficulties together and
attempted to be the best stewards as
possible over our shared resources.

A

We found new ways to fund innovative expressions of mission. Our
children and youth were given the
opportunity to start their journey
of discipleship at the camps and
retreats we all provided. You and I
and all of us have made a difference
in the lives of many we may never
meet. By joining together, each of us
is stronger than we would be on our
own—and the Peaceable Kingdom
has come closer.
Much of our time is spent scattered across Alaska, Washington,
and Oregon in our homes
and in our individual congregations. However, there are
many times we are able to
gather together in person—at
camps, retreats, conferences, workshops, etc. Also,
through the divine mystery
that is the Body of Christ,
we can gather across time
and space with all faithful believers through the Holy Spirit. So even
though we are not physically present
with one another, we know that we
are still part of something larger…
something more whole.
Although I am moving out of
the financial officer position, I’m not
going anywhere. I hope to still have
the opportunity to run into you. And
even if that doesn’t happen as often
as we’d hope, we still know that we
are part of the Body of Christ and
remain connected in profound and
divine ways. I will take each of you
with me into my new assignment,
and you will be a blessing for those
I meet. It is my hope and prayer
as we go into the future that the
bonds among each of us will remain
strong and that together we will join
our whole lives as disciples in our
shared pursuit of Christ’s Mission,
God’s Shalom.

kelly
mongrain is
ordained to the office
of elder on dec. 27, 2015, by
gary lawler, sean langdon and lynn roberts
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ordinations
Kelly Mongrain to
Elder—Auburn
Rick Naten to Elder—
Olympia
superannuation
Betty Fernandes—
Puyallup

rick naten is ordained to
the office of elder by
david harrison and pearl
edwards on february 28

setting apart

new pastor
leadership
teams at
garden
grove
(above)
and eugene
(right) are
set apart

5
3

bold moves: a time of reflection
by Steve Pomeroy, Bold Moves Grants Committee Chair

T

he recent decision to suspend
the Bold Moves Grant program
to help address the unexpected
demands on the Mission Center’s
2016 budget (see page 2) is certainly not
positive news. However, in light of recent
trends in Bold Moves, it is a very reasonable
approach to take. Applications for grants
have been decreasing, both in number and
dollars requested, over the past five years.
The last time the full annual funding limit
of the grants ($25,000) was awarded was
in 2011, and there were no applications
received for the second cycle of 2015.
Does this mean we have lost our passion for mission? Quite the contrary! We
have a large number of congregations and
groups who are very actively continuing
strong efforts in mission, many begun with
the award of a Bold Moves Grant and then
continued through congregational commitments, fundraising activities, and developing
partnerships with both community and business groups. This has enabled those efforts
to grow stronger and take permanent roots.
As examples, Roseburg, Albany,
Southridge, and Cowlitz Valley congregations, the very first recipients of grants
through Bold Moves, continue to enrich
their ministries and their communities
through those missional efforts expanded
and/or begun with the help of Bold Moves

above, top to bottom - first bold moves
grant recipients: roseburg’s eastside
community garden; albany’s community garden; southridge’s pie ministry;
cowlitz valley’s lighthouse ministry
right, top to bottom - recent bold moves
grant recipients: oregon state university
campus ministry; samish island acres
community garden
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in 2009! Indeed, over the years, there have
been 25 congregations and three groups that
have ventured into missional adventures,
supported by grants provided by all members of the Mission Center and their vision
of the possibilities that something like Bold
Moves could foster.
Some congregations have begun multiple initiatives, while others have chosen to
focus on making one effort a really strong
and meaningful expression of Christ’s mission in their community. Of course, we can’t
forget those groups and congregations who
may have been inspired by some of the Bold
Moves stories but have chosen to launch
mission with their own resources. They add
much to the GPNW’s “mission fabric” as
well.
Providing settings for meaningful dialogue; exploring paths for a better life with
youth; sheltering the homeless; creating gifts
of warmth to protect those in need from the
cold; supplying diapers and loving support
to young families; developing community
gardens, running food pantries, setting up
a food station for hungry students, packing
backpacks for kids, and serving in community kitchens to feed the hungry; continuing
ministry presence in the lives of college
students; opening neighborhood connections with fellowship and worship; leading
community celebrations in the pursuit of
peace—all of this is the “mission fabric” of
Bold Moves. It is a breathtaking tapestry of
changed and touched lives in every corner
of our Mission Center!
We look forward to a future that
includes some form of Bold Moves. We’re
not yet sure what that form will be, but not
knowing does not end the dreams that have
been let loose. Perhaps this is a good time
for us to step back and reflect on all that has
been begun with the help of these grants—
but even more so, to recognize all of those
places where God has been working and
waiting for us to move into those efforts.
Bold Moves has served as a catalyst to get
us moving, but the hard work and the joy
have come from our willingness to be awake
to the possibilities, be courageous, risk
something new, and be a blessing of
God’s love and peace.

Get your news in the next Chinook. Send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by September 1, 2016.

world conference
workshops
by Pam Cress, Mission Center Adult Formation Minister

E

ngaged in exploration
to listen and learn, 95
persons from across the
GPNW Mission Center
gathered in training and preparation
for the 2016 World Conference. To
support our delegates and interested
members, three workshops were
held at Eugene, Rainier Valley,
and Tuality congregations, and two
meetings were held in Alaska.

Attendees had the opportunity
to examine proposed legislation on a
variety of topics, as well as become
familiar with the common consent
process to be used for decision making at this conference. Afternoon
sessions were designed around a
World Café model for discussion,
which allowed for broad conversation and listening with multiple
small groups. Worship was provided
throughout the day in “Moments
of Blessing” that focused upon the
Words of Counsel offered by the
First Presidency in 2013
and to be considered for
possible inclusion in the
Doctrine and Covenants
at the Conference in
June.
Rich fellowship
added to every part of
the day. Participants
shared comments such
as, “Group sessions
worked well – good

sharing,” “Good passionate discussion!” and “Loved the World Café
approach and pacing!” They praised
the worship moments as “inspirational” and “motivating.” While
every group meeting was different,
participants felt the presence of the
Spirit in the gathering, exploration,
and discernment throughout each
event.
Visit the World Conference
website for updates
and information (www.
cofchrist.org/2016world-conference), and
consider downloading a
special app that is new
and available for use on
smart phones and tablets to stay current with
Conference events and
legislation as it unfolds.
In addition to the work
that delegates are doing to prepare,
World Church leadership asks us all
to pray for discernment and for the
safe travel of so many from across
the world.
The mission center expresses
deep gratitude for each host congregation, the abundant good snacks,
the fellowship, the gifted musicians,
the willing readers and offerings of
prayers, the generous hands joined
in set up and clean up, engaged and
open participants, and the blessings
of community!

barbara &
leonard glenn celebrate
60 years of marriage
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1

anniversaries
Barbara & Leonard Glenn, Bend Congregation,
(pictured above) celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary on February 25. Their five children
planned a fun celebration, which featured a replica
of their wedding cake. Many friends and family
attended. Leonard provides ministry in the office
of Elder, and Barbara provides ministry by creating
beautiful worship centers each Sunday for the
congregation.

2

Joyce & Donald Brady, Samish Congregation,
(pictured below) privately celebrated their 65th
wedding anniversary on November 19, 2015, in their
home in Mount Vernon, Washington. Their faithful
service in the congregation, where Don is a Deacon, is
deeply appreciated.
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invite people to christ
by Sean Langdon, Mission Center Mission Coordinator

S

2016 leadership directory
by Jill Brunette, Mission Center
Membership Services Administrator

T

he 2016 GPNW Mission Center
Leadership Directory has now
been published and distributed.
This directory contains contact information for all Mission Center staff,
council, committee members, special/
event contacts, and congregational
leaders. It also contains contact information and maps for each of our three
campgrounds. Please note that it is not
intended for public dissemination and
should be limited in its use by those
within the congregation for churchrelated purposes only.
All pastors have received directories for each member of their
leadership team (Pastor/Pastorate,
Communications Coordinator,
Recorder, CFO, Counselors, etc.), as
well as extra copies for the congregation facility. All those identified as
directors and contacts for events and
organizations associated with the
Mission Center have received a copy
as well. We have extra copies if you
find that your congregation requires
more than those previously distributed. Please contact Jill Brunette,
Mission Center Membership Services
Administrator (MSA), at jbrunette@
cofchrist-gpnw.org or 425-207-8712
if your congregation would like extra
copies.
This is not a complete membership directory. If your congregation
wishes a directory of its members and
friends, for internal use only, please
have your congregational recorder
contact Jill.
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ince the communication was released to the church in February
2016 of the deepening financial
struggles that we are facing as a
denomination, I have experienced a wide
range of emotions. I have struggled with
disbelief, anger, frustration, sadness, and
guilt. There have been many moments
spent in prayer and reflection. There were
many sleepless nights. But then, I started
to sense hope and joy as well. All of those
other emotions that I was experiencing are
still very real and,
to some degree, still
with me, but I choose
not to let them
imprison me because
I am reminded that
there is still so much
work that we are
called to do.
You see, I love
Community of
Christ. I love the
people who are
members and friends
of this spiritual home. I love what we
stand for as part of the larger body of
Christ. I believe in the scriptures that
guide us, our enduring principles that set a
foundation for us, and the mission initiatives that invite us to move forward. I also
love that it isn’t about us but the call to be
about the mission of Jesus Christ.
I am especially reminded of the mission initiative to Invite People to Christ.
At my home congregation in Eugene, we
recently started using an Inviting Vase as
an expression of this important mission
initiative. The Inviting Vase was introduced as part of the Community of Christ
Leading Congregations in Mission (LCM)
program. Every time one of our members
or friends invite someone to a church activity, they are invited to put a gem in the
vase. This vase currently sits in our foyer
as a visible reminder of our call to be a
witnessing people.
After noticing the gems in the vase,
one of the neighborhood kids who comes
to youth night asked recently what the
vase was for. For this article, we’ll name

her Rachel. After I explained it to Rachel,
a smile came across her face as she asked
if this meant that she could put gems in
the vase for every friend that she invited
to youth night that night as well. When I
affirmed that this was true, Rachel excitedly added gems to the vase for the three
friends that came with her that evening.
She then committed to inviting more
friends next time. In that moment, Rachel
reminded me of how exciting it is to invite
others. When we invite others to a church
activity, we are inviting them
to more than just a Community of Christ event. We
are inviting them to a place
where relationships can be
formed. These relationships
help create a foundation
that aids in the deepening of
one’s faith in God and desire
to be a disciple of Jesus
Christ.
Yes, we have been experiencing some setbacks in
the life of our beloved faith
community. We can choose to let those
setbacks consume us, or we can move forward to witness of the good news of Jesus
Christ. Choosing to move forward doesn’t
ignore any lingering emotions that we
might have, but it does recognize that as
disciples, there is still so much work for us
to do. There are still so many people in our
communities who are hurting and yearning to be in relationship with God. If we
are diligent in our witness and authentic in
our ministry, others will come to know the
love of God and the teachings of Christ.
In the final version of the Words of
Counsel by Stephen M. Veazey that will
be considered at the upcoming World Conference for inclusion in the Doctrine &
Covenants, we are reminded to “Lovingly
invite others to experience the good news
of new life in community with Christ.
Opportunities abound in your daily lives
if you choose to see them.” In the spirit
of Rachel and as a response to our discipleship, may we open our eyes to those
opportunities and invite people to Christ!

Get your news in the next Chinook. Send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by September 1, 2016.

around the mission center

webb of life provides worship ministry at portland congregation on
february 28

kohl
taylor (with
parents angela
and richard) is blessed by
netta groat (left), assisted by lowell groat (right)

8

moments in

congregational life

tuality congregation gathers for a retreat on march 5-6

1

blessings
Braylee Marie Christensen—Olympia
Jayden Daniel Delano—Eugene
Kendall Rose Frank—Eugene
Oscar Meldrum Gloman—Highland Park
Amari La’Nae Lee—Portland
Christiano Kingston Lee Lallo—Rogue Valley
Andrew Joseph Skoor—Crystal Springs
Kohl Duane Taylor—Southridge
Ariyah Lynn Wilson—Eugene
below, left: jayden delano is blessed by bob dobkins,
assisted by linda osborn
right: kendall frank is blessed by bob dobkins,
assisted by david barker

members of bend and redmond congregations enjoy a joint retreat in
march at powell butte retreat center

youth venture for christ “caravan’ performs their program at a huddle on
april 9-10 at auburn congregation

above, left: andrew skoor is blessed by francine inslee,
assisted by aunt rachel mills
right: ariyah wilson is blessed by jerry
dempsey, assisted by linda osborn
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gpnw campground updates
lewis river campground
by Dave Polly, Lewis River Campground Association Board President

G

reat things are happening at Lewis River Campground.
Our sewer system upgrade is awaiting final inspection.
This upgrade allows us to have full hook-ups in our RV
area, and we were able to set up for future use in the cabin area.
The existing septic
system needed to be expanded and updated to
current codes. This addresses the code issues
from our Master Plan
work with the County
Health Department.
We are busy again this
year. We have new clients adding weeks prior
to Community of Christ
events this year. Increases in users allows for funding for many
of the updates and repairs to the campground each year. Some of
our clients have provided the skilled labor needed to complete
some of the updates and repairs.
We are very pleased with the work that has been completed
this winter and spring and look forward to the rich blessings of
our camping season.

samish island campground
by Mark Chapman, Samish Island Campground Association Board President

S

amish Island. In stories we tell others about “this place
called Samish Island.” We hear people say, “I know the
meeting is at the church, but I had to come to the campground first just to walk around this place.” “I find peace every
time I come to this place.”
It is the responsibility of the Samish Island Campground
Association (SICA) to prepare that space for all who come seeking peace, love, and joy. This year, the SICA Board continues
to address our five strategic bold steps. Notably, we have a new
fee structure. Rates were raised for both church and non-church
events. Here’s why:
• Event income covered the annual operating budget but generated little surplus for capital improvement reserves.
• We were losing about $2 per camper day for every Community of Christ event. Non-church event revenue not only
accounted for our surplus, but also subsidized church events.
A prioritized 15-year “Capital Improvement Plan” is being
prepared that integrates new development (new buildings) and
major maintenance (septic systems). We can then project when
we need money. This planning and the new fee structure will assure that church events cover costs.
We are also changing food service practices, resulting in a
$10,000 savings. Operational savings and non-church business
will potentially create a $50,000 annual contribution to reserves.

8

This year, you’ll also notice the new sport court with a
“courthouse” equipment shed, new roofs on four classroom
cabins, new heaters in the brown
restroom, new recycling bins,
new siding on the west caretaker
residence, and a new curtain drain
for the dining hall. The bulletin
boards in the dining hall have been
refreshed, and the 50th anniversary
displays are now in photo binders.
There’s also a new bike rack at the
dining hall. A big shout-out goes to
the caretakers and all who came to
kitchen work day and work week.
We have prepared the “place”
for you to come.

remote campground
by Mike Grohs, Remote Campground Association Board President

T

his spring, one of main projects was to complete the
Heritage Hall (brown building ) remodel. With help from
John Wigle, Matt Schubert, Ron Mason, Stella Myers,
Mike King and Gerrie King, we tore out an old partition wall,
replaced missing or damaged rafters, rewired where needed, put
up sheet rock on the interior, and finished off with painting and
trim work. We now have a much more usable space for meetings
and worship. It was a lot of hard work, but I think well worth it.
This building was the very first built at Camp Remote (1969-1970)
and has had many uses over the years. It had really fallen on hard
times in the last decade, so it feels good to bring “new life” to it.
We’ve added some new cabinets in the dining hall, which
will give us some much needed counter space and storage. We’ve
also purchased a new Husqvarna zero-turn, 56-inch cutting width
riding lawn mower. There’s a lot of mowing at Camp Remote,
and this will more than cut our caretakers’ mowing time in half.
We reached another important milestone at Camp Remote
last year. For the first time in our history, we had more income
from non-church events than from our own church camps. We’ve
doubled our income from outside camps in the last four years.
We still have a ways to go before for our goal of being a “fee
sustaining” campground, in that we won’t have to rely on logging to pay for operations and improvements. Expenses beyond
our control, such as insurance and utilities, demand that we work
diligently to market the campground to a wider audience. I would
like to thank Mike King
and Karen Snyder for all
the time and effort that
they have put into making
our beautiful campground
more well known. Blessings to you from Camp
Remote.

Get your news in the next Chinook. Send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by September 1, 2016.

samish youth excel in
community
by Martha Fishel, Samish Congregation

chloe brady

B

urlington-Edison eighth
grader Chloe Brady was
chosen Kiwanis Student
of the Month
for February. Chloe was
selected for demonstrating
the core values of character, leadership, caring and
inclusiveness.
Chloe, the daughter of
Samish Camp managers
Don and Sydney Brady
and granddaughter of
Don and Joyce Brady,
likes to write and act, and
performs in the school
play each year. She also
enjoys English and reading. Chloe’s future plans
include becoming a professional actor. She hopes
to make it to Broadway
or perform in the touring
company of her favorite
show, “Wicked.” Alternatively, she’d like to be the
author of young adult fantasy books. Each Advent
season, she helps with the
puppets and marionettes
at Samish Congregation.

member of the school’s gymnastic team and especially enjoys the
competitions in vault, bars, and floor.
She has won several medals.

sarah cravy
Sarah Cravy is an
active eighth-grader, who
attends Langley Middle
School. Sarah recently
celebrated her 14th
birthday and, keeping true
to her goal of supporting
top to bottom:
Outreach International,
chloe brady
asked for money instead
sarah cravy
of gifts for herself. For the
josh cravy
fifth year in a row, she was
able to make a generous
donation to Outreach International.
Sarah is the daughter of former
campground caretakers Jean and
Jeff Cravy. Sarah is a dedicated

josh cravy
Josh Cravy, son
of Jean and Jeff
Cravy, spent many of
his growing up years
on the Samish campground. To celebrate
his 17th birthday, Josh
invited his best friend
and his dad to join
him in cleaning the
basement of the Camp
Samish dining hall
during the recent camp
kitchen/cabin clean-up
day. Not only was this
gesture appreciated
by the caretakers, but
it shows Josh’s strong
values and a desire to
set an example for others.
Josh attends South
Whidbey Academy, where he
recently participated in an acting
class. An amateur
filmmaker since
he was eight, Josh
wrote the story
and script for a
movie the class
produced, and it
was shown at the
Whidbey Center
for the Arts on
January 9.

jacob
keesee
(right) receives the
emergency response hero
award from banner bank’s senior vp, dan clark
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1

awards
Jacob Keesee (above), Garden Grove
Congregation, received the American Red Cross
Emergency Response Hero Award and a standing
ovation at the Real Heroes Breakfast on February 29.
The annual event, in its 19th year, honors those who
stepped up to help someone in need. In April, Jacob
called 911 and assisted a woman in anaphylactic
shock. The decision to do so was a particularly brave
one for Jacob, who is on the autism spectrum and
normally relies on a predictable routine.

2

Mark Simonsen (left), Cottage
Grove Congregation, recently
received the Eagle Scout honor,
the highest rank attainable through
the Boy Scouts of America. He
has also earned 29 merit badges.
For his project, Mark constructed
and installed a frame structure
for the Community of Christ sign
at Cottage Grove Congregation.
Mark’s mentor for the project was
Dale Coop, who taught him valuable skills in welding, carpentry, and construction, such as concrete and
roofing. Troop 225 in Lorane, Oregon and his family
supported Mark with the project.
In April, the Fern Ridge Community Chamber of
Commerce recognized Mark for his natural leadership with the Emerging Future First Citizen
Award.
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youth camp bonding
by Meagan Fulbright, Eugene Congregation

T

his last year I was super busy with camps. I attended
Lewis River Reunion, Remote Senior High Camp,
Caravan, and Spectacular at Graceland—all within
about six weeks.
I’ve attended senior high camp for three years, and this
year’s upcoming camp will be
my last. When Lewis River and
Remote senior high camps were
originally combined, I’ll admit
that I was skeptical. I was already
bonded to the Lewis River kids
in my age group. They were all I
needed, right? Wrong. Not only
did everyone get along and have
fun, but we made lasting friends
who I am excited to see again
every time we get together. Senior
high camp is what first got me
hooked on spending my summer
with kids I almost never get to see any other time of the year.
Caravan is like a high school reunion every month. From
January to May, our group of 25 teenagers meet at weekend
“huddles” at various congregations on the I-5 corridor. At these
huddles, we work on our program that we put on, we do community service, and we also get to spend time with friends
that we don’t otherwise have the opportunity to see because of

how spread out the Greater Pacific Northwest Mission Center
is. Every huddle is a bonding experience for us, all leading up
to our trip. Last year’s trip was a blast—we went to southern
California for 10 days! It was hot, it was loud, and it was fun.
We went to so many places on that bus, and the hospitality we
were shown at the congregations we visited was so amazing. They fed us, they
housed us, and they even showed up to
watch us perform our program. Caravan
showcases the giving nature of our
church and its investment in the future
of the youth.
Spectacular is, in one word, spectacular. And crazy. And amazing. That
many teenagers in one area is so much
fun. Everyone is involved in something.
Whether it’s recreational sports, varsity
sports, brain bowl, the play they put
on, or just cheering for your delegation, everyone is always included. Representing the Northwest
Delegation was the highlight of my summer because of the
lifelong friends I made. Once I got home, I slept for a very long
time, owing to how much I sleep I lost on the trip. I wanted to be
awake for everything because I didn’t want to miss a thing!
Some people don’t understand what’s so fun about “church
camp,” but I don’t understand how they can stay away!

Confessions of a Reunion Junkie
by Lynn Roberts, Auburn Congregation

M

y first reunion experience was at Samish
Island Campground in 1973. It was a Central
Washington District Family Reunion. I was
baptized as an adult in
1972. I was raised in the Methodist
church, which was a good foundation but devoid of any experiences
that resemble Community of Christ
reunions. I was basically a stranger in
a crowd of one hundred people when I
arrived at Samish, but never was made
to feel like an outsider.
As I matured and retired, I was
invited to attend the Adult Reunion
also at Samish—again a different but
wonderful experience. It was slower
paced, quiet, but deeply spiritual. I
enjoyed developing deeper friendships with amazing people
who had grown up in the church and had many inspiring testimonies and stories to share. The guest ministers were appointees, and there were wonderful opportunities in the smaller
group to sit quietly and have deep conversations about our Lord.

Fortunately, the church has dedicated individuals who share
generously their experience and talents in numerous areas.
Losing my soul-mate and husband, Steve, in 2010 torpedoed
me into the unexpected position
of becoming a widow at the age of
63. Dear friends Susan and Tom
Webber assumed leadership of the
Singles Reunion and drafted me to
join them as an Evangelist in 2014.
An even smaller group than the
Adult Reunion, it provided a closeness and openness that I found nurturing. In fact, I remember feeling
that I was being ministered to by
the singles more than I was ministering!
Now, as another summer
of reunion opportunities is offered, I spent about one minute
determining if I would once again take advantage of the reunion
experiences available to members and friends of Community of
Christ. My answer was a resounding YES!
Won’t you join me?
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Get your news in the next Chinook. Send to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by September 1, 2016.

nw spec remembers and honors
terry read
by Jake Harrison, Woodland Park Congregation

On November 17, 2015, our faith community lost a beloved disciple and friend when
Terry Read passed away after being hit by a car while walking his dog in California.

camping 2016

Terry was a long-time supporter of Spectacular (SPEC) and former staff member for
the Northwest SPEC Delegation.

W

hat am I doing in Lamoni?
Missing you, Brother
Jacob!” That text message,
received July 18, 2015,
is from the last exchange I had with dear
brother Terry Read. He was at SPEC, doing
something he loved: ministering to youth.
I met Terry at SPEC in about 2002 when
we were both Northwest Delegation staff.
We became instant SPEC buddies, and our
relationship was woven around SPEC. Terry
loved being a part of SPEC. He had a kind,
gentle spirit and genuinely
cared about the well-being of
others, especially youth. He
had a passion for serving and,
together with his wife Linda,
ministered to youth and staff
alike at SPEC as they shared
their love of Christ in unique
and uplifting ways. It didn’t
matter who you were or
where you were from, Terry
recognized that you were
important and special to God,
and that made you important
and special to him. Terry
made you feel special and
important. You looked forward to seeing
him at camp, reunion, or SPEC.
Given how tall he was, Terry was
always easy to spot in a crowd. When you
saw him that first time after a long absence,
he welcomed you with a hug that made
you forget how long it had been; a hug that
reminded you of how special and important
you were to him. I always looked forward
to that first hug and was fortunate to witness him share it with SPEC participants
countless times. Terry lived his witness of Jesus Christ, and people felt it
just being around him. SPEC was this
huge opportunity for Terry to share his
living testimony. Terry’s SPEC ministry was living a Christ-centered life

that reflected God’s love and light into each
of our lives. Terry walked the walk. That is a
gift that many will treasure for a lifetime.
Terry’s sister Vicki shared these words
shortly after his passing: “I remember the
saying that has always given me comfort,
‘We are all just walking each other home.’
He’s just walking on ahead with those long
legs and vision of all the things that need to
be done.”
We are all just walking each other
home, and, as always, Terry is walking a bit
ahead of us…with a clear
vision to show us the gentlest path.
To honor Terry and
the life that he lived,
the Northwest SPEC
Delegation leadership
team, with support from
his family, has created a
financial assistance fund
in Terry’s name. The
Terry Read Financial
Assistance Fund will go
to help defray the cost for
Northwest SPEC campers
and staff who cannot financially afford to attend SPEC.
If you would like to honor Terry in this
way, please mail your donation to: Terry
Read Financial Assistance Fund, c/o Sean
Langdon, 2824 Miramonti Drive, Eugene
OR 97405. All checks should be made payable to “Community of Christ” with “T.R.
Financial Assistance Fund” in the memo.
Thank you for honoring Terry in this way
and for assisting our members and friends
with attending SPEC.

youth camping
elementary youth camps
camp genesis @ samish
Boys & girls grades 3-4: June 3-5
camp zarahemla @ lewis river
Boys & girls grades 3-6: July 26-30
kids camp @ remote
Boys & girls grades 3-5: July 31-Aug. 3
camp mungai @ samish
Boys & girls grades 5-6: August 14-20
junior high youth camps
jr. high boys camp @ hosmer lake
Boys grades 7-9: July 10-15
jr. high camp @ remote
Boys & girls grades 6-8: July 17-23
camp kluane @ samish
Girls grades 7-9: July 24-30
jr. high girls camp @ lewis river
Girls grades 7-9: July 25-30
camp chimacum @ samish
Boys grades 7-9: July 31-Aug. 6
senior high youth camps
caravan trip
Youth grades 10-’16 grads: June 25-July 3
sr. high camp @ remote
Youth grades 9-’16 grads: July 9-16
spectacular
Youth grades 10-’16 grads: July 20-30
camp kimtah @ samish
Youth grades 10-’16 grads: Aug. 7-13

reunions
family reunion @ lewis river
June 26, 2:30 pm to July 1, 12 noon
family reunion @ samish
July 10, 2 pm to July 16, 12 noon
family reunion @ remote
August 6, 2 pm to August 12, 12 noon
nw singles reunion @ samish
August 28, 4 pm to September 1, 12 noon

www.cofchrist-gpnw.org/camp
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invite people to christ
Below are recently reported baptisms and confirmations in the GPNW Mission Center:
Clair Darlene Jo Apodaca—Ellensburg
Tristin Dean Arnberg—Garden Grove
Samuel Joseph Gloman—Cowlitz Valley
Samuel Derrick Henson—Auburn
Deanna L. Kerr—Rogue Valley
Stephanie Elaine McGill—Redmond
Gerald Miller—Ellensburg
Carl Williams Osterkamp—Redmond
Bruce Powell—Rogue Valley
Clara Mae Simonsen—Cottage Grove
Jamie Lee Ward—Salem
Guy Wheeler—Eugene
Gayle Zook - Rogue Valley
above, left to right: sam henson is confirmed by
leslie frazier (right), assisted by kelly mongrain;
clara mae simonsen is baptized by aunt melissa fery
and confirmed by great-uncle dale coop, assisted by
melissa fery;
gayle zook is baptized by dee robino
from left: tristin arnberg is confirmed by grandpa
eric lasley, assisted by grandma chris lasley;
deanna kerr is baptized by jan glass;
guy wheeler is confirmed by patricia bonney, assisted by john bonney

