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mission center conference:
express joy in christ
by Karen Beckman, Mission Center Communications Administrator

T

his year’s annual Mission Center Conference will be
held Saturday, November 7 and Sunday, November
8 at Portland Congregation (4837 NE Couch St.,
Portland OR 97213).
Our Conference theme is Express Joy in Christ, who is
the source of blessing and joy in our lives. In this time of
transitions within Community of Christ, we are especially
reminded of the call to give joy for the ways that we are
blessed as a Mission Center. Being engaged in the mission of
Jesus Christ brings joy to the lives of those we encounter, as
well as ourselves. Psalm 150 reminds us to, “Let everything
that has breath praise the Lord.” Throughout the Conference
weekend, we will explore the ways that we can praise the Lord
by expressing the joy that is resident in community, mission,
unity, diversity, relationships, and especially in Jesus Christ.
Our guest ministers will be Robin Linkhart, President of Seventy Apostle Designate,
and John VanDerWalker, Mission Support Leader. Conference will include lots of
music, business, testimonies for a new priesthood call, fellowship, and worship by and for
all ages. We will elect delegates for World Conference and participate in the Setting Apart
of new Mission Center President Mike Bessonette. Whether you’re a delegate, a member,
or friend, we hope you’ll attend for all or part of the conference!
arrival & registration
Registration will begin at 9 am on Saturday. In addition to getting you checked in with
name tags and materials, that is the time to pick up lunch tickets, visit the fundraising and
informational table displays in the Music Room, and check in any children with child
care.
continued on page 2

PLAN ON IT!

upcoming mission
center events
NOVEMBER 2015
7-8 - Mission Center Conference, Portland
13-15 - GPNW MC Youth Retreat, Lewis
River Campground
20-22 - Leading Congregations in Mission
Retreat, Samish Island Campground
22 - Deadline to hold 2016 congregational
officer elections
26-27 - Staff holidays; offices closed
29 - First Sunday of Advent (Hope)
29 - Woodland Park Dinner & Drama, 5 pm
DECEMBER 2015
1 - Submission deadline for next Chinook
6 - Second Sunday of Advent (Love)
7 - Deadline to report 2016 congregatinoal
officers
13 - Third Sunday of Advent (Joy)
13 - A Joyful Noise Sing-along, Renton
20 - Fourth Sunday of Advent ( Peace)
24-Jan. 1 - Staff holidays; offices closed
31 - Deadline for 2016 congregational
budget approval and submittal
31 - Deadline for 2014 congregational audit
completion and submittal

continued from page 1

preparing for
mc conference
submit your name for world
conference delegate elections
GPNW Mission Center has been
allocated 82 delegates for World
Conference (June 4-11, 2016). Those
interested in serving as a delegate to
World Conference should submit their
name, congregation, and contact information to Jill Brunette (jbrunette@
cofchrist-gpnw.org, 425-207-8712) by
Monday, October 26. Ballots containing the names of all delegate nominees
will be prepared in advance of Mission
Center Conference; nominations will
also be taken from the floor at the
Saturday business session, just prior to
the election. Find information and preparatory materials at www.cofchrist.
org/2016-world-conference.
register for child care
Child care is available for children ages 0-11 on Saturday from 9:30
am-5:30 pm, except during lunch,
and on Sunday from 9:45 am-12:30
pm. To ensure that we have adequate
child care staff, please register your
children by contacting Jill Brunette
(jbrunette@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 425207-8712) by Monday, November 2.
reserve accommodations
The following motels are around
2.5 miles from Portland Congregation:
• Comfort Inn Portland - 1-877-424-6423
8225 NE Wasco St., Portland 97220
• Ramada Portland East - 1-800-854-9517
9707 SE Stark St, Portland 97216
• Chestnut Tree Inn - 1-888-236-5600
9699 SE Stark St., Portland 97216
• Motel 6 - Mall 205 - 1-800-466-8356
9225 SE Stark St., Portland 97216
volunteer
Ushers are needed to assist with
offering, greeting, distributing and collecting World Conference delegate ballots, handing out bulletins, etc. Ushers
can be delegates or non-delegates.
Contact Shari Amos (samos@cofchristgpnw.org, 503-674-8996) to volunteer.
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opening worship:
express joy in community
Our Opening Worship will get started
at 9:30 am with 15 minutes of hymn singing,
followed by our traditional Flag Processional
at 9:45 am. New Mission Center President
Mike Bessonette will give opening remarks
in this worship celebrating us gathering in
community for the weekend to worship, learn,
discern, and share in fellowship. Included will
be an opportunity for Disciples’ Generous
Response.
delegate orientation:
express joy in mission
A Delegate Orientation will begin at
10:45 am to discuss the business before the
conference and allow time for questions.
Robin Linkhart will also present the new
World Church USA Model for Mission.
lunch fellowship and meetings
Our lunch break, from 12:15-2 pm, provides time for fellowship or special group
meetings. You can reserve a catered lunch to
eat in the building or bring your own. View
the menu and reserve your lunch at
www.conferencelunch2015.eventbrite.
com, or contact Jill Brunette (jbrunette@
cofchrist-gpnw.org, 425-207-8712) by
Wednesday, November 4. If you are invited
to attend a lunch meeting, you need to RSVP
to your group leader and purchase your lunch
(or bring your own).
business session:
express joy in unity
Our afternoon Business Session, from 2 to
5:30 pm, will include:
• Election of World Conference delegates
and alternates
• Special reports, sustaining of Mission
Center leadership, and acknowledging
transitions
• A resolution to carry 2015 funds forward
into 2016 and 2017
• Resolutions regarding disposition of
Lake Louise, Alaska and Klamath Falls,
Oregon real estate sale net-proceeds
• Considering a call to Bishop for Doug
Brown (Tuality Congregation)
saturday evening
When the business meeting adjourns, dinner is on your own with friends. Junior high
and senior high youth and young adults are
invited to a special evening of fun, fellowship, and laughter, making personal pizzas
and playing games. This event will be held at

the home of Marsha and Paul ShortWebb
(3213 SW Caraway Court, Portland 97219)
from 6:30-10 pm. Parents of youth will be in
charge of coordinating transportation to and
from the event. For more information, contact
event coordinators Sean Langdon (slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 425-293-6366) or
Marsha ShortWebb (m.shortwebb@gmail.
com, 512-585-2685).
pastors’ breakfast:
express joy in diversity
Sunday morning, pastors are invited to
our traditional Pastors’ Breakfast, to be held
from 7:30-9:15 am at The Grotto (8840 NE
Skidmore St., Portland OR 97220), a Catholic
spiritual retreat center just minutes away from
Portland Congregation. Presenters include
President of Seventy Apostle Designate
Robin Linkhart, Mission Support Leader
John VanDerWalker, Albany Pastor Janelle
Jegglie, new GPNW Adult Formation/
Congregational Support Minister Pam Cress,
and new Mission Center President Mike
Bessonette. Pastors, be sure to RSVP by
Friday, October 23. Space is limited.
mission worship:
express joy in relationships
Be sure to join us Sunday morning from
9:45-10:30 am at Portland Congregation
for a worship that celebrates our GPNW congregations being actively engaged in forming relationships by living out the mission
of Jesus Christ. Featured will be testimonies
from past Bold Moves recipients.
sending forth worship:
express joy in christ
Our 11 am Sending Forth Worship will
celebrate our future and the call to continue
to be focused on the mission of Jesus Christ
through the spoken word, hymns, prayer,
and Setting Apart of our new Mission Center
President, Mike Bessonette.
This service will feature Robin Linkhart
bringing the morning message and charge, a
testimony from Mike Bessonette, and ministry of music provided by a special Mission
Center flautist group. An offering to defray
the costs of Mission Center Conference will
be received at this service. Thank you in
advance for your generosity, so that all may
attend.
Conference will be adjourned by 12:30
pm.

Be sure to get your news into the next Chinook by sending to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by December 1, 2015.

conference business
by Bishop Bill McFarlin, Mission Center Financial Officer

V

isit the “Conference” page
on the Mission Center Web
site (www.cofchrist-gpnw.
org/conference) to preview
business meeting materials, including
the proposed 2016 Mission Center
budget, congregational allocations,
and much more.
proposed 2016 mc budget
The proposed 2016 Mission
Center budget is $600 less than 2015,
while also including new funding for
the Mission Center President position.
For additional information regarding
proposed changes to the 2016 budget,
please see the document, “Proposed
2016 Budget Explanation” (see link
above for conference materials).
proposed 2016 allocations
Proposed 2016 congregational
allocations are now posted online
(see link above). Total allocations
will remain unchanged from 2015;
however, each individual congregation’s allocation will change as a
result of the application of the allocation formula. Be sure to review
the document, “Understanding Your
Congregation’s 2016 Allocation” to
see how allocations are computed.
Allocations are simply a starting point for expressing generosity
toward the collective mission of your
Mission Center. To help keep allocations as low as possible, we continue
to request additional contributions to
the Mission Center from congregations that may have additional capacity, from emerging groups, and from
members and friends of the Mission
Center. The 2016 budget anticipates
an increase of $5,000 in giving
through Congregational Generosity,
an increase of $5,000 in individual
giving through Operating and Youth
Contributions, and an increase of
$300 in giving from Expansion
Groups. We are grateful for the
response so many continue to make in
support of our shared mission.
resolution to carry 2015 funds
forward into 2016 and 2017
This resolution is designed to
allow the Mission Center to use the

net savings from 2015 for the benefit of the 2016 and 2017 annual
operating budgets. During 2015, we
have had financial savings from the
retirement of several individuals and
from the restructuring and temporary vacancy of some positions. As a
result, additional funds will be available to return the unused $15,500
additional draw, and then to make the
remaining balance available for use in
2016 and 2017.
resolution regarding disposition of lake louise, alaska real
estate sale net-proceeds
This resolution is to comply with
World Church policy regarding the
disposition of campground capital
asset sale net-proceeds. The pending sale of Lake Louise Campground
in Alaska is nearing closure, so it
is appropriate that this Conference
approve this resolution to allow the
distribution of the funds once the sale
is complete. Since the campground
ceased operating 12 years ago, the
field apostles for the area have reiterated their combined commitment to
have the net proceeds of the sale of
the campground benefit ongoing ministries and initiatives of Community
of Christ in Alaska. This resolution
provides for the distribution of those
funds in a way that is consistent with
that expressed commitment and is
supported by key leaders in Alaska.
resolution regarding disposition of klamath falls, oregon
real estate sale net-proceeds
This resolution is to comply
with World Church policy regarding
the disposition of capital asset sale
net-proceeds of closing or closed
congregations. This resolution simply
recognizes the established practice of
the Mission Center in regard to the
disposition of these types of funds.
If you have questions about the
proposed budget, your congregation’s
allocation, or any of these resolutions,
contact Mission Center Financial
Officer Bill McFarlin (wmcfarlin@
cofchrist-gpnw.org, 360-574-2758).

vanessa
grace,
garden grove
congregation, is
ordained to the office of teacher
by bill mcfarlin and teri swift on august 9
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changes in

priesthood
recent gpnw ordinations
• Vanessa Grace, Garden Grove - Teacher
recent gpnw superannuations
Priesthood members who have served long and
faithfully may be given the honor of Superannuation
by the First Presidency. In this category, they may
continue to minister according to their abilities but
are no longer under the requirement to meet the
expectations of activity and growth expected of active
priesthood members.
•

Evangelist John Berger, Garden Grove
Congregation, was honored with Superannuation
on March 28.

•

Priest Jerry
Nash, Eugene
Congregation,
was honored with
Superannuation on
March 25.

•

Priest Vivian
superannuation certificate to
myron steinbrink, with wife
Nash, Eugene
joanie
Congregation,
was honored with
Superannuation on March 25.

•

Elder Myron Steinbrink, Albany Congregation,
was honored with Superannuation on July 2.

•

Elder Janice Wigle, Eugene Congregation, was
honored with Superannuation on July 2.

bill mcfarlin (left) presents a
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GOING DEEPER...TRUE CAPACITY
by Bishop Bill McFarlin, Mission Center Financial Officer

O

salem bus shelter
paint in
by Dave Polly, Salem Communications
Coordinator

I

n early summer, two Salem businesswomen, Britta Franz and
Lorrain Dye, started a community
art project in the Salem and Keizer,
Oregon area. They invited local groups
to sponsor bus shelter art murals. Salem
Congregation applied to sponsor the bus
stop at Royalty and Center streets near the
church building.
Our application and design were
accepted, and so we worked around the
theme of, “Believe in Peace.” Members
Patti Bowman, Rena Sloan, Margaret
Polly, Gloria Russell, Lois Sloan, and
Dave Polly met on Friday, July 31 to clean
the shelter and do the layout of the design.
The evening was hot, so we didn’t spend a
lot of time in the heat. It was fun working
together to do line work and prepare for
the painting.
On Saturday, August 1, Dave Polly,
Mary Ellen Holm, Rena Sloan, Lois
Sloan, Gloria Russell, Randa Brooks,
and Margaret Polly (pictured above, left
to right) met at 9 am to begin painting the
shelter. First, we began outlining the letters. Painting the back required multiple
artists. “Peace” was displayed in many
different languages: Spanish, Ntomba
(Congo), Czech, Arabic, German, English,
French, Irish, Hebrew, Vietnamese,
Ilocano (Philippines), Mongo-Nkundu
(Congo), Lozi (Zambia), Norwegian,
Swahili, and Mandarin (China).
It was a fun project, and we enjoyed
spending time together to engage in the
community in this positive way.
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ver the past several months, I
true capacity might be at this point in your
have heard from many people
life and what it might be in the future.
regarding their response to the
To help with our individual and collecWorld Church budget deficit.
tive journeys of discovery, I have included
They have shared with me their newfound
some scripture passages, words of counsel
joy in exploring their true capacity. They
and questions below. Feel free to expand on
have prayerfully considered what they
this as you continue to search for the depth
could hope to give financially in supof discipleship that God has planted in your
port of the mission
life. One additional resource
of the World Church
that may help guide you with
and found additional
your discernment is an intercapacity that has been
view with Bishop Steve Jones
a joy-filled blessand Evangelist Dave Brock
ing for them. I hear
entitled, Tithing as Spiritual
this same story over
Practice. You can find it at:
and over again from
www.cofchrist.org/tithing-aspeople throughout
spiritual-practice. Thank you for
the Mission Center.
walking this path of discipleship
By going deeper as a
with your brothers and sisters in
generous disciple, they
Christ.
find joy.
This is not a
“Faithful disciples respond to an increasing awareness
request to give more.
of the abundant generosity of God by sharing according
You’ve already heard
to the desires of their hearts; not by commandment or
that message repeatconstraint. Break free of the shackles of conventional
edly and know there
culture that mainly promote self-serving interests. Give
is a need for increased
generously according to your true capacity. Eternal joy
giving. The invitation
and peace await those who grow in the grace of generosity
is to explore your true
that flows from compassionate hearts without thought of
capacity, in all aspects
return. Could it be otherwise in the domain of God, who
of your life, including
eternally gives all for the sake of creation?”
financial generosity.
—Doctrine & Covenants 163:9
This is an invitation
to find joy in your
“How can the Spirit fill vessels that are unwilling to
life—joy that comes
expand their capacity to receive and give according to a
from honest and faithfull measure of God’s grace and truth?”
ful conversations with
—Doctrine & Covenants 163:6c
the One who created
the universe and all we
“Tithing is a spiritual practice that demonstrates
have. You are encourwillingness to regularly offer every dimension of one’s
aged to discern with
life to God. When defined by faith, love, and hopeful
God what generosity
planning, including resolving indebtedness, capacity to
looks like for you in
respond becomes much greater than initially assumed.”
the midst of this faith
—Excerpt from 2013 Words of Counsel
community. It is different for each of us…
How much can I hope to give?
but for most of us,
our true capacity is so
What can I do in my life to free my God-given full
much greater than we
capacity?
had ever imagined.
Carve out time and
Where has God placed additional capacity in my life?
space in your life to
discover what your

Be sure to get your news into the next Chinook by sending to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by December 1, 2015.

my journey with the still
small voice
by Mike Bessonette, Mission Center President

I

am honored and excited to
no candidates emerged, and the rest
serve as the Interim Mission
is history.
Center President for the next
I invite you to join me as we
year plus. My willingness to
journey together as a Mission Censerve is due in no small part to the
ter to seek God’s will, to discern the
“Still Small Voice.” I have experimission of Jesus Christ, and to share
enced this many times in my life.
Christ’s peace with creation. But
As a coach, the “Voice” whispered
further, I invite you to listen for the
that I needed to keep Matt on my
“Still Small Voice.” It whispers to
team though it made no sense. I
us, frequently guiding and sustaindid and had a wonderful experiing. Our role is to be willing to
ence, a life-changing one I think for listen and to act.
the young man. The
“Voice” whispered
about mike
that I should be DisMike grew up
trict President, even
in Baker, Oregon and
though I had decided
earned a bachelor’s
that there was no way
degree from Graceland
I could fit this into my
College, a master’s from
busy work life. I did
Southern Oregon State
accept this role and
College, and did adminhad three wonderful
istrative course work
years of ministry in
through the University
mike bessonette
which I was richly
of Oregon. Mike retired
blessed. The “Voice” whispered that after 33 years in education—11
I should reach out to the homeless
teaching and 22 as an administrator
man on one cold, rainy December
at all levels. He coached for 20 of
night in McDonalds. I did not regret those years.
it and still do not many years later.
Over the years, Mike has
After the Special Mission
served the church in numerous
Center Conference this June, in a
roles, including District President,
meeting to discuss possible apPastor, and on the staff of camps
plicants for the Mission Center
and Spectacular. He has worked
President position, the “Voice”
for the church for 10 years, most
whispered again. During the meetrecently as the GPNW Mission
ing, it became apparent that there
Center Mission Coordinator and as
were no viable candidates as a
a Congregational Support Minister.
result of the World Church downMike is married to Eleanor (Evansizing, and the Mission Center was
gelist), and they have two adult
potentially in a difficult spot. I had
sons, Michael and Chris. Mike is a
my personal plan, to work half-time High Priest. He and Eleanor live in
through the end of 2016—but enter
Redmond, Oregon and are members
the “Still Small Voice.” Mike, you
of Redmond Congregation.
have the skills to do this, and you
You can reach Mike at
should give it consideration. Yikes!
mbessonette@cofchrist-gpnw.org,
You probably know the saying,
or 541-350 6654.
“Man plans, and God laughs.” This
went through my mind as I prayed
and consulted with my wonderful
jess and heather king
wife, Eleanor. It became clear that
and their sons, declan
I should offer my services if no viand aiden, welcomed
logan ezra king to their
able candidates emerged by the time
family on july 17
the position closed in July. I did so,

warren
and pearl
edwards
celebrate their 70th
wedding anniversary
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special

life events

1
2
3-5
6

birthday
Florence
Welch, Salem
Congregation,
celebrated her 90th
birthday on June 24.

anniversary
Pearl and Warren
florence welch
Edwards, Olympia
Congregation, celebrated their 70th wedding
anniversary on July 17. Pearl is an Evangelist, and
Warren is an Elder. (See photo above.)
baby blessings:
Mira Kathleen Lane Lakhouiri - Rogue Valley
Eleanor Janel Lane - Rogue Valley
Annie Caitlin Mills - Salem
births:
Logan Ezra King - Roseburg

annie mills is blessed by grandpa john mills
and grandma lavonne mills on may 31, with
proud parents jarom and rachel mills and big
brother benjamin there for support

55

LIVING SUMMER CAMPS ALL YEAR
by Sean Langdon, Mission Center Camping Ministries Director

“We know we were made for so much more than ordinary lives. It’s time for us to do more than
just survive. We were made to thrive.”
hese lyrics come from “Thrive” by
and senior high youth from the Inland West and
Casting Crowns. This song helped focus GPNW Mission Centers. We had 19 staff memthe campers and staff every morning
bers and 55 campers this year. We were blessed
at Remote Senior High Camp this past
to have youth join our delegation from Taiwan,
summer. We often look at our camping program
Germany, Missouri, Kansas, Minnesota, and
to help us spiritually thrive again after a year of
Illinois, as well! I am blessed to co-lead this del“surviving” school, work, and all the other obliga- egation with Carla Nilsen, Kelly Mongrain, and
tions that encumber us between camping seasons. Lynn Chapman (of Inland West Mission Center).
Whether it be attending or staffing a youth camp
Planning for the 2016 trip is already underway.
or reunion, many look forward to that time to lift
Trip particulars will be shared around February 1,
our spirits. I believe that our camps did just that
2016.
this past summer.
caravan
spectacular
“Caravan was an amazing experience.
“SPEC to me is a humbling experience. It
Through Caravan, I found a ‘new’ part of me, I
teaches you that there’s so much opportunity out
had no idea existed.” –Emily Hill, Cowlitz Valley
in the world, you just have to go find it.” –Kyle
Congregation, Camper
Slasor, Auburn Congregation, Camper
We had 31 youth and 14 staff from
Our Northwest Delegation of campers
Washington and Oregon participate in this year’s
and staff attended a fun and spiritually upliftCaravan experience. They gathered once a month
ing Spectacular (SPEC) experience in Lamoni,
between January and May for huddles
Iowa. The Northwest Delegation includes staff
continued on page 7

T
caravan & spec
caravan fundraiser
Would your congregation like
to help Caravan raise funds for their
mission trip and help the environment, too? Caravan has partnered
with Community Recycling (www.
communityrecycling.biz), which
pays for your gently used shoes.
They, in turn, send them to countries in need. If your congregation
would like a box for your congregation to collect shoes, contact
Caravan Director Jody Barnhart
(caravan@cofchrist-gpnw.org,
541-747-6728) to reserve your box
to be picked up at Mission Center
Conference.
caravan auction 2016
Mark your calendar for the
2016 Caravan Auction, to be held
on Saturday, March 12 at Eugene
Congregation.
caravan trip 2016
In June 2016, Caravan will
travel through Washington, Idaho,
and Montana, with a final program
on Sunday, July 3 at Eugene
Congregation.
spectacular 2016
Senior high youth currently
in grades 9-12 can plan now to
attend our 2016 trip, which will be
July 20-30. Estimated cost will be
around $800-$825 per camper. Start
fundraising and budgeting now so
you can be a part of this experience. Email the SPEC Northwest
Leadership Team at northwestspec@cofchrist-gpnw.org for more
information.
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a caravan testimony

by Haley Simonsen, Cottage Grove Congregation

T

he Youth Venture for Christ Caravan is
very special to me. I have been involved
for the last three years, and the experiences gained are irreplaceable. This last trip was
to California, specifically visiting the Fairview,
Suisun, Simi Valley, Sacramento, and Santa
Barbara congregations.
It was a very long ride into California,
and there weren’t any hurt feelings over getting
off that bus when we first arrived in Sacramento.
Gracious church members had willingly let a
bunch of loud, annoying teenagers into their
home so they could cool off in the pool. They
even fed us, which isn’t easy since teenagers eat
just about everything. Director Jody Barnhart
had to repeat many times, “Take food knowing that there is always someone behind you in
line.” We could get carried away sometimes…
At every congregation we visited, we
found the same gracious attitudes as we were
met with in Sacramento. After the first couple of
days, it was time for the teenagers to give back
to the community which had so blessed them.
We were divided into three different groups-one was to go to the Habitat for Humanity
Re-Store, another to the Unity Store, and the
last to a local community garden. In addition,
a few of the girls who had some of the bet-

ter singing voices went to sing at a retirement
home. I, myself, worked at the Unity Store. I
was amazed by this place. People could go there
to get food, clothes, school supplies, and much
more. But what really surprised me was the
atmosphere of the store. It didn’t feel hopeless,
like some places tend to be when they are meant
for people that are down on their luck. This store
was clean, bright, and reflected positively on the
customers. While we were there, we packaged
breads and vegetables and organized the food
shelves. Although we were working, the time
went by quickly, and soon we were leaving to
shop and explore on the Pier in Santa Barbara.
Many of the most memorable moments
on this trip were made during times of fellowship. Don’t get me wrong, I will remember Six
Flags, San Francisco’s Pier 39, and the Jelly
Belly Factory forever, but hearing the stories
of strangers on the street, other volunteers, and
congregation members is a very special way to
feel the Holy Spirit. The testimonies that are
shared during the program at each congregation
encourage us, offer advice, or express gratitude.
That is what sticks with me. These people that we
visit impact us in many ways, and just to think that
we could maybe impact them is amazing.

Be sure to get your news into the next Chinook by sending to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by December 1, 2015.

continued from page 6

in various locations throughout
Washington and Oregon. Then in
June, they embarked on their journey
throughout parts of California. They
provided program ministry based on
the theme, “All Are Called.” They put
in many volunteer hours and shared
in fun outings with each other. At all
times, they focused on creating new,
and sustaining current, relationships.
The final program was performed
at Eugene Congregation in front of
many family and friends that were
eagerly awaiting their testimonies
of how they made mission real in
California! I am grateful for Jody and
Troy Barnhart, who continue to plan
and lead this important ministry.

on the children’s faces. I love that we
have ages from eight months all the
way to 94 years attending. I can’t wait
until next year.” –Cindie Ellwanger,
Samish Family Reunion Director
Many friends and members gathered at our campgrounds for three
family reunions, one adult reunion,
and one singles reunion. We were
blessed with guest ministry at the
various reunions provided by Susan
Oxley, Scott Murphy, Dale & Judy
Luffman, Linda Booth, and Denise
Leichter, with additional ministry
provided by Mission Center staff.
People of all ages were blessed as
they became more empowered in their
call as disciples of Jesus Christ.

campground youth camps
“Camps at Remote were the highlights of my summer as a child! I feel
honored that my wife and I can be part
of leading camp for our children and
their potential lifelong friends.” –Erik
Blickenstaff, Remote Kids Camp
Director
“This year felt a little weird
because I was one of the oldest campers. However, as the week progressed
and we all grew closer, I realized
that Camp Remote will always bring
people together through the love and
peace found there. It always holds
a special place in my heart, and this
year’s senior high camp was probably
my favorite and a great one to end
my youth camp years on.” –Tamara
Benedict, Eugene Congregation,
Camper
A total of 197 campers and 77
volunteers attended our youth camps
this summer at Camp Remote, Samish
Island Campground, and Lewis River
Campground. All who participated in
these camps were richly blessed by
relational ministry as they gathered
for meals, worships, classes, fun, and
more. I am thankful for the many volunteer staff, especially camp directors,
who put in many hours to make sure
each of these camps was a success.

looking forward
As the 2015 camping season
draws to a close, it is my prayer that
the love, acceptance, and call to mission that you experienced at camps
and reunions this summer will transform and shape the way you approach
congregational life back home. May
you take that community lived out
at camps and reunions and build it in
your own neighborhoods. May you
not only survive until you are refilled
again next summer, but find and create new opportunities to thrive all year
long.
Planning for 2016 reunions and
youth camps has already begun. Plan
now to attend or staff a youth camp
or reunion next summer, and invite
others. Your life, and the lives of
those you invite, will be transformed
because of it!

reunions
“Reunion is my mojo. It fills my
cup. I can’t tell you the last time I did
not look forward to going to reunion. I
have gone all my life. Now as a director, it takes on a little different perspective. I love watching the smiles

upcoming event
Register now for the GPNW
Mission Center Youth Retreat, to be
held November 13-15 at Lewis River
Campground, for boys & girls currently in grades 8-12. Early Bird fee:
$60 if registered by Sunday, October
25 or Registration Fee: $75 if registered by Sunday, November 8.
To register now, visit
GPNWYouthRetreat2015.eventbrite.
com. For more information, contact
Sean Langdon (slangdon@cofchristgpnw.org, 425-293-6366), Jason
Keesee (keeseejm@msn.com, 360560-7700), or Allison Richardson
(allison_richardson21@hotmail.com,
253-226-0502).

katie
mcfarlane
graduates from high
school, and scott mcfarlane
graduates from college
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special moments in

congregational life
garden grove:
• Leah Wheeler, daughter of Christie
Ostendorp and Kent Wheeler,
graduated with her master’s degree
in college student personnel
administration on May 9 from the
University of Central Missouri in
Warrensburg. She began her job as a
Resident Director with Ohio University on July 6 and
lives in Athens, Ohio.
roseburg:
• Katie McFarlane graduated from Roseburg High
School as a valedictorian on June 7. She will attend
Lewis and Clark College in Portland, majoring in
math and English. Katie is the daughter of Joyce and
Gary McFarlane. (See photo above.)
• Scott McFarlane graduated from Eastern Oregon
University in LaGrande, OR on June 13 with a
bachelor’s degree in anthropology and sociology. He
is currently working to save money for grad school to
further his studies. Scott is
the son of Joyce and Gary
McFarlane. (See photo
above.)
•
After 15 years away,
Roseburg welcomes Arlyn
and Lauri Love and their
sons, Travis and Anthony,
back to the congregation.
travis & lauri love
eugene:
• Troy Thomas
Barnhart was
promoted to Chief
in the United States
Navy on September
16. He is the son
of Jody and Troy
Barnhart and is
currently stationed in
Bremerton, WA.

troy thomas barnhart, with
wife, kathlene, and son, troy
joseph
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we’re growing: new members

Below are recent baptisms and confirmations in the GPNW Mission Center:
Tristin Arnberg - Garden Grove
Owen Campbell - Samish
Makenzie Custer - Puyallup
Samuel Gloman - Highland Park
Kylah Kovar - Crystal Springs
Kelsea Parrish - Olympia
Lisa Robinson - Puyallup
Joyce Todd - Bremerton

participants at recent gpnw events - clockwise
from top: bend institute; portland shelter in the
city event; nw singles reunion; discipleship now

owen campbell
is baptized by
mom, christine
campbell, at
samish family
reunion
on july 10

around the
mission center

