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mission center conference:
come and bring light

GPNW

by Kathy Sharp, Mission Center President

T

his year’s annual Mission Center Conference, Come
and Bring Light, will be held Saturday, November 8
and Sunday, November 9 at Portland Congregation
(4837 NE Couch St., Portland OR 97213). Our theme
is based on a hymn of justice, peacemaking, self-awareness
and divine call from our new hymnal, Community of Christ
Sings!
Come and Bring Light invites God to teach us compassion
and love for vulnerable people all around us. Guest ministry
for our conference comes from Quorum of High Priests
President, Jane Gardner, also project team lead for our
new hymnal. With her leadership, we will both launch and
celebrate the first anniversary of Community of Christ Sings!,
woven through our conference schedule. President of Seventy Robin Linkhart also will
bring guest ministry throughout the weekend.
Sing your hearts out! Conference will include lots of music (musicians, bring your
instruments!), business, testimonies for new priesthood calls, table fellowship, a hymnal
workshop, a rousing Sunday morning HymnFest, ordination of Sean Langdon (Eugene)
and Dorothy Wilgus (Puyallup and Mossyrock) to Seventy, and worship by and for all
ages. Whether you’re a delegate, a member or friend, we hope you’ll attend for all or part
of the conference.
saturday: open our eyes...we are your people
We invite you to our Opening Worship at 9:45 am, featuring High Priest Jane
Gardner. A Delegate Orientation and discussion of the 2015 budget, special reports and
new business begins at 11 am.
Our lunch break, from 12-2 pm, provides you more time for fellowship. You can
reserve a catered lunch to eat in the building or attend special group meetings. The menu
continued on page 2

Plan on it!

upcoming mission
center events
NOVEMBER 2014
2 - Superannuation Service, Rainier Valley
8-9 - Mission Center Conference, Portland
14-16 - Caravan Leadership Retreat, Sunriver
14-16 - “Leading Congregations in Mission
Retreat,” Samish Island
14-16 - Lewis River Sr. High/Camp Israel
Reunion, Lewis River Campground
17 - Lewis River Campground Board Mtg.
23 - Registration Deadline for Sr. High
Youth Winter Retreat
23 - Deadline to hold 2015 officer elections
28-29 - Staff Holiday, offices closed
30 - First Sunday of Advent
DECEMBER 2014
1 - Submission Deadline for next Chinook
5-7 - GPNW Sr. High Youth Winter Retreat
8 - Deadline to report 2015 officers
24-Jan. 2 - Staff Holiday; offices closed

continued from page 1

mc conference
resolutions
what is discipleship now?

Mission Center Conference delegates
will vote whether to fund Discipleship
NOW, a program to develop lay ministers to proclaim Jesus Christ in the 21st
Century. Created first by neighboring
mission center leaders in the Western
Field, Discipleship NOW is an ongoing
educational initiative designed to help
participants create connections between
the sacred story, mission, everyday life
and relationships and the world we live in
today.
Discipleship NOW offers a three-year
intensive program of study, spiritual formation and fellowship with disciples and mentors. Experienced Community of Christ
ministers lead six retreats in the first two
years. Mentors act as spiritual guides and
may be a sounding board as participants
frame and carry out their mission projects
in their communities the third year.
Setting aside $10,000 in funding for
the program, to be used as needed, will
help offset costs of the program and keep
costs low for GPNW participants. See resolution at www.cofchrist-gpnw.org/conference.
Want to know more about Discipleship
NOW? Contact Christian Skoorsmith
(cskoorsmith@cofchrist-gpnw.org) or
Kathy Sharp (ksharp@cofchrist.org).

replenishing the alaska travel fund

Conference delegates will consider
whether to replenish the established Alaska
Travel Fund with an additional $30,000
from the GPNW Operating Investment
Fund. The Alaska Travel Fund was
approved by conference delegates three
years ago with $65,000 initial funding.
The fund is available to assist with the
costs of travel for Alaskan Community of
Christ members traveling to the “Lower
48” for Mission Center and World Church
activities. Additionally, the fund helps
defray the cost of travel for Community of
Christ ministers Alaskan members invite to
bring ministry to them.
The Alaska Travel Fund still has funds
available, even after frequent use each year.
However, it is timely to replenish the balance for usage over the next three years.
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includes a hearty potato bar with black bean
chili and a large variety of toppings, salad,
bread and dessert, and includes vegetarian/vegan and gluten-free options. Reserve
your lunch ahead of time, as it does sell out.
View a complete menu, make reservations
and pay online by visiting www.conferencelunch2014.eventbrite.com, or contact Kim
Naten (knaten@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 360-7483562) by Thursday, October 30. If you are
attending a lunch meeting, you need to RSVP
to your group leader and purchase your lunch
(or bring your own).
Our afternoon Business Session, from 2 to
5:30 pm, includes:
• Special reports, sustaining of Mission
Center leadership, and acknowledging
transitions
• A resolution to replenish the Alaska
Travel Fund (see sidebar)
• A resolution to fund Discipleship NOW
(see sidebar)
• Considering a call to Seventy for Sean
Langdon (Eugene Congregation)
• Considering a call to Seventy
for Dorothy Wilgus (Puyallup
Congregation)
Visit the “Conference” page on the
Mission Center Web site (www.cofchristgpnw.org/conference) to preview business
meeting materials, including the proposed
2015 Mission Center budget, congregational
allocations and much more.
saturday evening:
open our eyes... we are your people
When the business meeting adjourns,
dinner is on your own with friends. Senior
high youth and young adults are invited
to an informal Dinner & Games event at
nearby Tuality Congregation (13855 SW
Pacific Highway, Tigard, OR), from 6-10 pm.
Contact event leaders Carla & Erik Nilsen
(503-473-6764) or Sean Langdon (425-2936366) for more information.
We hope many of you will return for a
free Hymnal Workshop with Jane Gardner,
supported by our local musicians, from 7:309 pm at Portland Congregation. Learn
new hymns and their stories. Are you curious about the songs in the hymnal, how they
got there and how they sound? We will sing
familiar words with new music, familiar
music with new words, global songs, and new
and exciting hymns that challenge us to be
the people God calls us to be. Come and share
through singing, discussion and much more!
Whether or not you can read music, sing
or play an instrument, this workshop is for

you! All ages and all members and friends of
Community of Christ are welcome.
sunday morning:
open our eyes...to the flock that you tend
Sunday morning, pastors are invited to
our annual Pastors’ Breakfast, held off-site
at 7:30 am at The Grotto, a Catholic spiritual retreat center just minutes away from
Portland Congregation. You’ll hear an inspiring story of mission and practical how-tos
from a fellow pastor. Other presenters include
Ecumenical and Interfaith Officer Dale
Luffman, Western Field Ministry Specialist
John VanDerWalker and President of
Seventy Robin Linkhart, to share how
Discipleship NOW has transformed leaders
and mission in other Western Field Mission
Centers. You will also receive a practical and
inspiring thank-you gift. Pastors, RSVP by
Friday, October 24.
sunday morning hymnfest:
open our eyes... once again
Year after year, members have asked for a
morning event just for them. This year, led by
Jane Gardner and Christian Skoorsmith,
we are offering a festival of hymns from
9:30-10:40 am at Portland Congregation.
Come prepared to worship through testimony,
scripture and song.
sunday ordination service: open our
eyes... teach us compassion and love
All are invited to the Worship
and Ordination Service at Portland
Congregation at 11 am. High Priest Jane
Gardner will lead us in spiritual practice.
Seventy Robin Linkhart will bring the
charge. Our Mission Center Choir and a
special Youth Choir will bring ministry of
music. An offering to help defray the costs of
Mission Center Conference will be received
at this service. Thank you for your generosity, so that all may attend. Conference will be
adjourned by 12:30 pm.
child care
Child care is available for children ages
0-11, from 9:45 am-5:30 pm Saturday (or
when the business meeting is adjourned) and
Sunday from 9:30-12:30 pm. To ensure that
we have adequate child care staff, please
pre-register your children by contacting Kim
Naten (knaten@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 360748-3562) by Monday, November 3.

Be sure to get your news in the next Chinook by sending to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by December 1, 2014.

chucking muck

by Bishop Bill McFarlin, Mission Center Financial Officer

“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus...he...emptied
himself...” —Philippians 2:5-7 (abridged)

I

f your garage or attic is like
things that may truly be needed and
mine, it is filled with stuff—
to simply live a simpler life—one not
clutter here, piles there, stacks
bound by allegiance to stuff.
over there. There are boxes
With piles of selfishness, selfupon boxes of things; things that
centeredness and self-interest filling
have accumulated over the course of
the floor space of our souls, how
my life... boxes of documents from
can we have space for God? In our
former businesses, boxes of things
culture, the selfishness of hyper-indiinherited from parents who have
vidualism is constantly being reinpassed, kids’ stuff, some things I
forced. But if we are already so full
never use and some things I use often of ourselves, how in the world are we
and need to store, and a workbench
going to be able to receive the boun(that I can almost get
teous blessings with
to). Oh, and a car.
which God is conCome and Find the Quiet Center
The capacity of the
stantly bombarding
(CCS 151)
garage is more than
us? If our hands are
sufficient for our
full of junk, how
Come and find the quiet center
needs, but it has been
are we going to
in the crowded life we lead,
filled with the accucatch the gems of
find the room for hope to enter,
find the frame where we are freed;
mulated muck of life.
life with which God
clear the chaos and the clutter,
Much of what is there
has surrounded us?
clear our eyes that we can see
is justifiably necesHow are we going
all the things that really matter,
sary—Christmas
to see the beauty
be at peace, and simply be.
decorations, tools,
of life and the gifts
recycling bins, etc.
of God’s grace and
Silence is a friend who claims us,
But there is still a
generosity if we are
cools the heat and slows the pace,
whole lot of junk that
focusing all of our
God it is who speaks and names us,
needs to be liberated
attention on ourknows our being, touches base,
making space within our thinking,
from the confines of
selves?
lifting shades to show the sun,
this little warehouse
Chucking the
raising courage when we’re shrinking, muck and doing
of life remnants.
finding scope for faith begun.
I share this
routine housekeepwith you partially
ing of our souls
In the Spirit let us travel,
as a confession, and
through humble
open to each other’s pain,
confessing is a good
self-examination,
let our loves and fears unravel,
thing. But I also share
spiritual practices
celebrate the space we gain:
it as an example of
there’s a place for deepest dreaming, and compassionate
there’s a time for heart to care,
how our lives can
service allows us
in the Spirit’s lively scheming
get mucked up with
to reclaim room for
there is always room to spare!
the junk of life.
the Divine to enter
Things that seem to
in. By emptying
Words: Shirley Erena Murray, 1931–
be important at the
our souls of self,
Words © 1992 Hope Publishing Co.
time or things we
we create space for
OneLicense #A718381
just don’t seem to
gratitude, generosUsed by permission
have the time to deal
ity and compassion
with at the moment
to dwell freely. May
end up piling up in our garages and
we sense the inrushing of the Spirit as
in our souls. Our garages are easy to
we tend our souls.
see; our souls, not so much. Taking
How can the Spirit fill vessels
the time and energy necessary to do
that are unwilling to expand their
some cleaning of our garages and our capacity to receive and give accordsouls is really important. Chucking
ing to a full measure of God’s grace
the muck from our garages is imporand truth? —Doctrine & Covenants
tant, as it helps us make space for
163:6c

sara
mongrain,
auburn
congregation, is
ordained to the office of
priest
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mission center

ordinations
recent gpnw
ordinations
• Karen
Barnhart,
Eugene - Priest
•

Sara Mongrain,
Auburn - Priest

•

Emily Nilsen,
Tuality - Elder

•

John B. Wigle,
Eugene - Elder

•

Tara M. Wigle,
Eugene - Priest
emily nilsen, tuality

congregation, is ordained
upcoming
to the office of elder
superannuations
A special service
will be held at Rainier Valley Congregation (4820
S Morgan Street, Seattle WA 98118) on Sunday,
November 2 at 11:30 am to celebrate the superannuation of Elder Hazel Bauer, Elder Elaine Harrington
and Deacon James Harrington. A reception will be
held following the service. All are invited to join us in
this special recognition of many years of ministry and
dedication.
For those unable to participate in the service
and/or reception, congratulatory cards can be sent
to Rainier Congregation, c/o Chris Sargent (4820 S
Morgan Street, Seattle WA 98118) to be shared during the service, or to their homes: Hazel Bauer (3801
34th Ave. W., Apt 108, Seattle WA, 98199), Elaine and
Jim Harrington (37025 8th Ave. S., Federal Way WA
98003).
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NUTS & BOLTS 2014: REFRESHING
THE TOOLBOX OF LEADERSHIP
by Steve Pomeroy, Mission Center Pastor Support Minister

Nuts & Bolts, the popular hands-on, how-to workshop for congregational leaders, completed its new offerings throughout the Mission Center this past spring and summer.

cowlitz valley
service sundays

by Sharon West, Cowlitz Valley Pastor

I

t was cloudy with a light drizzle
when we proceeded from the church
to the home of Jackie and Ron
Rodgers on Sunday, June 29. It was one
of four Sundays that Cowlitz Valley
Congregation designated for service projects in lieu of the regularly scheduled traditional services.
Our first Service Sunday in March
had consisted of collecting and assembling
“blessing bags” for the homeless, a project
suggested by one of our youth. We enjoyed
refreshments and camaraderie as we filled
bags with toiletries, flashlights, wipes and
other items that the homeless frequently
find in short supply. Each person took a
bag or two with them in their cars to be
prepared for an opportunity to help out
those folks who live on the streets. The
response from those receiving the bags was
often both gratifying and humbling.
For our June Service Sunday at the
Rodgers’ house, a group of about twenty
volunteers, both young and old, joined
together to do yard work. Even though
the day started out with a drizzle, it soon
developed into the perfect day to work outside. We weeded, applied weed retardant
and weed barrier fabric, mulched, removed
sod, shoveled two trailer loads of gravel,
cut down a huge laurel hedge, filled a truck
and trailer with debris, and hauled it to a
local disposal site. Everyone felt a sense
of pride at the transformation. We then
enjoyed a barbecue lunch prepared by Ron
Rodgers and Susie Pedersen. We dined
and shared in laughter and banter, which
always seems to be contagious when our
people gather.
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M

ore than 130 people, repreand Mission Center Financial Officer Bill
senting 31 of our congregaMcFarlin shared some expanded perspections, participated in sessions
tives on stewardship and dealing with financial
hosted by University Place,
issues in congregations. A closing session on
Southridge, Selah, and Eugene congregations
“What’s New” updated those present with
in March and April of this year. Additionally,
World Church policy changes and new procesessions were presented to members in Alaska
dures. Additionally, a new concept of different
late this summer.
tiers of service to congregations by Mission
The Nuts & Bolts workshop, developed
Center staff was presented, as was the possibiland facilitated by GPNW Mission Center staff, ity of clustering congregations geographically
is designed to assist congregational leaders,
to enhance opportunities for sharing in worin all roles, to be current in leadership skills,
ship, leadership development, mission, and felnew information and practical application. The lowship. Attendees had the chance to discuss
first presentation of the workshop occurred in
and ask questions and give an expression of
2011, and is slated to be revised, updated and
their positive, negative, or uncertain responses
presented every three years.
to both of these possibilities. The impressions
The 2014 edition began with a focus on
were favorable to continuing to develop and
leadership teams and shared leadership techexplore both endeavors.
niques. A number of congregations in our
Beginning, closing and intertwining
Mission Center
throughout the
have moved
day were elements
to this form of
of worship that
congregational
highlighted use
leadership over
of Community
the last three
of Christ Sings!,
years. Many of
the church’s new
the principles
hymnal.
of the Leading
The Nuts &
Congregations
Bolts workshops
in Mission pilot
were well attended
colored hats helped participants understand
were presented
and well received.
different viewpoints
and demonGPNW congregastrated. An exercise using colored hats to
tional leaders were not the only ones to view
represent personalities and perspectives that
these opportunities with importance. Apostle
are often part of decision-making processes in
Ron Harmon and (then) Apostolic Assistant
congregations, gave attendees the first-hand
David Nii were able to rearrange their schedexperience of taking on a different voice and
ules to be a part of the spring presentations.
understanding why we don’t all necessarily see
A full day of worship experiences, presenthings the same way and need that diversity.
tations, discussions, examples, reminders, new
Participants in the workshop had the
opportunities, singing, fellowship, a folder full
opportunity to attend mission-oriented, smallof helpful printed resources, and the coming
group sessions on topics related to relational
together of many wonderful and dedicated
pastoring, partnering with local organizations,
people striving to help their congregations be
funding congregational mission, discipleship
even better—that was Nuts & Bolts 2014! So
formation for youth and children, and use of
much to work with and so much to try—and
the new Community of Christ hymnal as a tool Nuts & Bolts 2017 will be here before we
of mission.
know it!
Mission Center President Kathy Sharp
led a session on priesthood and leadership,

Be sure to get your news in the next Chinook by sending to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by December 1, 2014.

feed my sheep

O

by Jerry Dempsey, Eugene Congregation

ver ten years ago, I was
asked by our pastor High
Priest Bob Dobkins, to organize a visiting ministry
program to serve members and friends
of Eugene Congregation. Today, that
program is going stronger than ever,
with 19 visitors giving personal ministry in this way. Over the last several
years, there have been 1,500 visits
reported. In addition, the congregation
has six professional nurses and two
hospice visitors. “Feed my sheep” is
God’s command, and we are striving
to do just that in Eugene.
A few years ago, a list was made
of those who had passed on in recent
years. The list was a full page long.
The striking thing was that we had
been in touch with all of them during
their last years,
offering care,
friendship, meals,
administration,
prayers, and lots of
friendly greetings
from so many different ministers in
the congregation.
What if we had
missed this very high-priority ministry?
Eugene is a regional medical
center; we try to make sure members
or friends from around the state that
come to the hospital are visited and
that any needs are taken care of, from
housing, to meals and administrations.
We have three to four meetings of
visiting ministers and spouses a year.
We have never held these meetings
in the church building, always in a
home. The meeting is an opportunity
to receive reports, review principles
of good visiting, share success stores
and testimonies, and recognize the
importance of what is being done.
If this ministry were easy, it
would be more common. We can
all remember plans for visiting our
members which failed to materialize
into action or did not last. The critical point of getting underway is to

far right: keeli harrison &
babatunde rotimi
right: taylor naten & shelby collins

actually start visiting. Scheduling and
going out as partners help overcome
resistance. Starting new habits is not
easy. God will help you do it, as God
has promised.
In working together, we have
blessed one another. We have learned
a lot during this ten years of visiting.
We have learned an etiquette of visiting. Some lessons learned from our
program are:
• Be innovative
• Use teams in visiting
• Make appointments or schedule
visits on a regular basis
• Keep visits reasonably short
• Listen more than talking
• Know the needs and interests of
those that you visit
• Be prepared to administer the
sacrament of Administration if needed
• Prioritize visits
• Show an interest in
our friends, wherever
and whenever we meet
• Prepare for visits with prayers and
scripture
• Expect God to go
before us and lead the way
We soon discovered that those
who were attempting to minister
found they were blessed—that it is
a privilege to assist in this kind of
personal ministry. The truth is in the
statement of Jesus, “He who would
save his life shall lose it, and he who
would lose his life shall save it.” The
amazing thing is that when we do
God’s work, God goes
before and constantly
surprises. In the avenue
of personal ministry,
you can expect the
ministry of the Holy
Spirit.

shirley
and don
rekdahl in lincoln
city, oregon, on their
64th wedding anniversary
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special

life events

1-2

weddings
Keeli Harrison, Woodland Park Congregation, and
Babatunde Rotimi were married in a beachside
ceremony August 17 in Edmonds, WA. Keeli graduated
from Graceland University in 2011. Babatunde was
born in Nigeria and has lived in the U.S. since 2010.
The newlyweds are making their home in Everett.

Taylor Naten and Shelby Collins, Woodland Park
Congregation, were married on October 4 in Auburn,
WA. Taylor’s father, Rick Naten, officiated. Taylor
and Shelby are both WSU graduates and work in the
public relations/marketing field and currently live in the
Lower Queen Anne neighborhood of Seattle.
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anniversaries
Shirley and Don Rekdahl, formerly members of
Lacamas Heights Congregation and now members
of Southridge Congregation,
celebrated their 64th wedding
anniversary on June 2. They
were married in 1950 in the first
Community of Christ church in
Camas, WA, which is now a city
hall. They were the first wedding
that the church had in that building.
They celebrated by retracing their
honeymoon journey down the
Oregon coast. (See photo above.)

4-8

baby blessings:
Joseph Schlenker Gloman - Cowlitz Valley
Samuel Gloman - Cowlitz Valley
Naomi Mendoza - Ellensburg
Henrick Phillip Mills - Salem
Michael Anthony Peters - Eugene
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SUMMER YOUTH CAMP WRAP-UP
by Sean Langdon, Mission Center Youth Camping Director

E
fairbanks prayer
ministry

T

o help Alaska members engage
with the church, Fairbanks
Congregation has connected to
church leadership through prayer. The
congregation set aside time on the first
Sunday of each month to pray for members of a specific church leadership team.
Prior to the beginning of that month, the
congregation signed and mailed a card
to each member of that team, explaining
what they were doing:
“Fairbanks, Alaska is but a small
part of a global faith community and has
a small congregation of the Community
of Christ church. We recognize that
strong, dedicated and faith-filled leadership is paramount in bringing love and
peace and joy to our small community,
as well as to the world. We also know
that through prayer, we can be a voice
to strengthen your /our mission in the
world. In recognizing this, Fairbanks
Congregation has designated [this]
month to uphold [you] in prayer. On
[date] during our service, we will uphold
both individually and corporately the
[leadership] and continue throughout
the month to recognize each of you in
our prayers. In love and in the name of
Christ the Savior, for each other let us
pray.”
At the service, they shared a short
bio and picture of each leader, and then
spent a few minutes of the service in both
individual and corporate prayer for them.
As Mission Center President Kathy
Sharp reflected, “This is a lovely blessing and ministry...prayer and appreciation
are always welcome and empowering!
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very summer, children and youth
with each other. The final program was perjoin our youth worker volunteers at
formed at the end of the trip back at Eugene
our 11 campground youth camps,
Congregation in front of many family and
as well as our
friends that were
two traveling youth
eagerly waiting
camp experiences. This
to hear the stopast summer was no
ries of how they
different. At our youth
made mission
camps, our campers
real in Idaho!
learned more about
Planning
being in relationship
for 2015 youth
with God, the message
camps has
and mission of Jesus
already begun!
Christ, and recognizing
Plan now to
the worth of themselves
attend or staff
campers at 2014 samish camp genesis
as well as those around them.
a youth camp next
They did this through engaging theme classes, summer! Plan now to invite others to attend a
fun games, creative crafts, relevant worships,
youth camp next summer! Your life, and the
fun campfires, and laughing and sharing with
lives of those you invite, will be transformed
each other. Our entire youth camp program
because of it!
served 311 campers, with 182 youth worker
volunteers providing staffing ministry.
upcoming events
Register now for the GPNW Mission
iyf and spectacular
Center Sr. High Youth Winter Retreat,
Our Northwest Delegation of campers
to be held December 5-7 at Lewis River
and staff attended a wonderful International
Campground. For boys & girls currently in
Youth Forum (IYF) in Independence,
grades 9-12. Early Bird fee: $50 if registered
Missouri, and a fun SPECTACULAR (SPEC) by Sunday, November 9 or Registration Fee:
experience in Lamoni, Iowa. This year, they
$60 if registered by Sunday, November 23.
were blessed to get to know youth and staff
To register now, visit srhighyouthwinterreat these events from the Pacific Islands,
treat.eventbrite.com. For more information,
Australia, Europe and Korea. Sports, classes,
contact Sean Langdon (425-293-6366, slangworships, small groups, and creating many
don@cofchrist-gpnw.org) or Jason Keesee
new international friends were highlights of
(keeseejm@msn.com, 360-560-7700).
this experience. While at SPEC, we also got
Plan now to attend the GPNW Youth
to share in the sacMinistries Summit
raments of baptism
Retreat to be held
and confirmation
February 27-March
for three of our
1, 2015 at Lewis
campers.
River Campground.
This training retreat is
caravan
for anyone involved
Campers
in youth ministries,
and staff from
including Sunday
Washington and
School teachers and
2014 caravan youth perform in pocatello, idaho
Oregon particiassistants, congregapated in this year’s Caravan experience. They tional youth leaders, youth camp staff and
gathered once a month for two Washington
more. Featuring guest ministry by JoAnn
huddles and three Oregon huddles between
Fisher, Inland West Mission Center Mission
the months of January and May. Then in June, Coordinator. For more information, contact
they departed from Eugene Congregation and Sean Langdon (425-293-6366, slangdon@
embarked on their journey through southern
cofchrist-gpnw.org) or Christie Ostendorp
Idaho and back. They provided program
(503-287-7373, costendorp@cofchrist-gpnw.
ministry in several congregations based on
org).
the theme of “Finding Faith,” put in many
volunteer hours, and shared in fun outings

Be sure to get your news in the next Chinook by sending to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by December 1, 2014.

garden grove takes action
by Chris Lasley, Counselor, Garden Grove Congregation

E

ach Sunday in August,
we support, Laundry Love and
Garden Grove
Minnehaha Family Resource
Congregation in
Center. Laundry Love collects donaVancouver, WA focused on
tions of quarters to feed the washers
one of the five mission initiatives.
and dryers at a nearby laundromat.
August 3 was a beautiful,
Anyone who cannot afford to do their
spirit-filled service focused on Invite own laundry is allowed two loads.
People to Christ. It set the tone for
Soap is also provided. This service is
the following
provided three
Sundays.
days a month.
August
Garden Grove
10 focused
Congregation
on Develop
presented over
Disciples to
$203 in quarter
Serve, with
donations to the
Ken Walker
organization
speaking. We
after they shared
reflected on
their testimoour work party
nies.
held in July
A room in
garden grove members sharpening
at an elderly
our church buildcrayons for elementary students
neighbor’s house
ing has been
across the street from the church. The dedicated to Minnehaha Elementary
work party was organized by Dale
School’s Family Resource Center, as
Vaughn, who observed, “It used
their space is very limited. Several
to be the most beautiful yard in the
families have visited the room and
neighborhood, but now they aren’t
received household goods as needed.
able to keep it up.” We mowed,
Guest speaker Brittany Wade spoke
pulled weeds and hauled off the
to the effects of our contribution and
debris.
how meaningful it has been. We preAugust 17 focused on Abolish
sented Brittany with hundreds of dolPoverty, End Suffering. The beautiful lars worth of school supplies that we
worship service, prepared by Maria
collected for Minnehaha Elementary
Keesee, concentrated on the homeSchool. After the worship, we
less. We then gathered for a picnic
gathered in the fellowship hall and
at a local park, with intention to feed
assembled journals for the school’s
anyone there that was hungry. We
kindergarten classes, put together
asked the disc golfers passing by and arithmetic flash cards, and sharpened
a dad with a crying baby who needed a bin of crayons.
solid food for his child. They walked
On August
away with some sandwiches and
31, we ended
a satisfied child. A man sitting by
the series with
himself at an empty picnic table was
Pursue Peace on
invited to come over and get a plate
Earth. During the
of food. Then, as we packed up the
worship service,
leftovers in extra containers that we
we moved to difbrought, we left him with a supply
ferent stations
of food and a toiletries bag of health
in the sanctuary.
care items. As we were loading our
We focused on
cars, we noticed he was sharing his
developing personal peace in our
food with two other homeless, hunown life through financial and spirigry people.
tual development and relationships.
On August 24, we focused
There were three other stations for
on Experience Congregations in
countries current in the media at the
Mission and invited two guest
time.
speakers from organizations which

tony fardell
(left), cowlitz
valley congregation,
is named the white pass
alpine ski instructor of the year

4

special moments in

congregational life
albany, or:
• Albany Congregation donated over 1,000
pounds of vegetables and fruits to the Salvanation
Army Food Bank this summer! Most times when the
produce was taken in, the food bank was almost out
of food. The Albany garden was helped years ago by
a Bold Moves Grant, and they are carrying it forward,
in partnership with the Salvation Army.
cowlitz valley, wa:
• Tony Fardell, Cowlitz Valley Congregation, was
named White Pass Alpine Ski Instructor of the Year.
Tony began alpine snow skiing as a teenager at White
Pass in Central Washington, and later raced with the
Lower Columbia College Alpine Ski Racing Team.
He started teaching alpine skiing professionally at
Mt. Hood in 1972, but returned to White Pass in
1977. Tony has taught alpine skiing part time for 43
consecutive winter seasons, and he maintains the top
level U.S. Alpine Instructor’s Certification and
is an Adult Alpine Teaching Specialist.
bremerton, wa:
• Kimberly Ann McLain, Bremerton
Congregation (left), graduated from North
Mason High School on June 11. In her future,
she would like to work with kids that have
disabilities.
redmond, or:
• Priest Ken Cardwell, Redmond Congregation,
was recently featured on local TV station KTVZ and
KTVZ.com for his bicycle ministry. Ken is a retired
bike mechanic who repairs and donates bikes to the
community. He was awarded a $500 award from
the station’s Pay It Forward program. Check out the
article and video here: www.ktvz.com/news/pay-itforward-kens-bikes/26540306.
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we’re growing: new members

Below are recent baptisms and confirmations in the GPNW mission center:
Josephine (Josie) Bollinger - Cowlitz Valley
Justin DeLappe - Puyallup
Michelle Elhardt - Cowlitz Valley
Kegan Fullerton - Bend
Caiti Gima - Auburn
Alexis Jegglie - Albany
Jacob Keesee - Garden Grove
Mari Jean Parker - Bend
Emma Leone Sahlberg - Bend
Nayeli Sanchez - Salem
Jaime Sue Williams - Portland

participants at recent gpnw events - clockwise
from top: young adult retreat; melchisedec
retreat; nw singles reunion; bend institute

dale beerbohm
is confirmed
into membership by douglas
brown (right)
and erik nilsen
(left) at tuality
congregation

around the
mission center

