New World Church
Priesthood Calls
From Mission Center President Kathy Sharp:
I am happy to announce the following World Church calls to Evangelist. Their
calls, brought through the Holy Spirit, have been approved by World Church
leadership and will be brought before our Mission Center Conference
delegates during the Saturday, Nov, 5 business meeting. These calls are in
addition to Sue Coleman to Evangelist and Jammie Apodaca to Seventy,
previously announced. I know that many individuals, congregations and the
Mission Center will be blessed for many years by their service.

Lynn Roberts:
Called to Evangelist
Lynn Roberts was an adult convert to the
Church, at the age of 25; she was raised in
Presbyterian and Methodist faiths. She has
spent all of her Community of Christ church
life in Auburn (WA) Congregation. She has
been a Kimtah camp counselor, a counselor to
two Auburn pastors and most recently served
as the Auburn Pastor for four years. She has
also participated on the Mission Center
Evangelists’ retreat planning committee as a
Pastor Representative for the past four years.
Lynn and her husband, Steve, had a successful CPA practice, but
Lynn was drawn to the human service profession as a result of
volunteer work. She has been working in the non-profit sector since
1990 and is currently the Executive Director of the Maple Valley
Community Center in southeast King County. The Center, serving
young families, youth and senior citizens within a ninety mile area,
is about making connections and building a healthy community.
Lynn is grieving the loss of her husband, Steve. “He was my
cheerleader!” She credits Steve, Auburn Congregation and her
Heavenly Father for giving her the foundation which has led to the
opportunity of serving in the office of Evangelist.

Lynn’s Testimony of Call:

Watch for Lynn’s testimony in our Saturday Conference packet.

Mark Murphy:
Called to Evangelist
Mark Murphy spent the first 21 years of his life
in Vancouver, WA, in the former S.W.
Washington District. In many ways, he was a
typical middle-child-preacher’s kid, which means
it’s best not to go into the details of his youth.
Suffice it to say that he is immensely grateful for
the patience and forgiveness of his parents and
congregants throughout the district.
In 1981, he moved to Bellingham to attend the university and
pursue studies in psychology and speech communication. For the
past 23 years, he has taught speech communication courses to
college students in Everett, WA.
Mark has participated in a variety of ways in congregational life,
including serving as Pastor, Co-pastor, and as Counselor, the
position he now functions in at Crystal Springs Congregation.

Mark’s Testimony of Call:

“During a stormy patch in my life a few years back, I stepped away from
church, and desperately tried to step away from God. But persistently, God held
on to me, even in my deepest petulance when I cursed him/her, told him/her
where to go, and was completely undeserving of being held onto. However, even in
the midst of my attempts to turn my back on God, like Job, I kept arguing with
God, trying to get him/her to explain him/herself and justify allowing me to go
through the storms. In God’s mysterious timing and surprising humor, it was
during that time that God began to reveal that I had a call to Evangelist. I
heard (i.e., received) the messages, but I didn’t listen well (i.e., understand
them). Nevertheless, I kept resisting, until God won me back. Finally, through
God’s mercy and help, I’m learning to start listening well. Since then, I’ve had
several confirmations of God’s message for me, many of them through some of
you. It is my testimony that it is only because of God’s unfathomable love,
relentless pursuit, endless forgiveness, and truly amazing grace that I am able to
accept this call to Evangelist. It will be an adventurous journey, one that will
require your companionship, love, ministry, and at times, your forgiveness. I
invite you to be my companions in Christ.”

Blake Puckett:
Called to Evangelist
Blake Puckett was baptized into
Community of Christ (RLDS) in 1955 and
spent his formative years in Tulsa, Oklahoma
attending Tulsa Central Congregation.
After graduating from Graceland University
in 1969, he moved to the Seattle area where
he started teaching in Edmonds and
eventually retired from school administration
in 2000.
Since moving to Washington, Blake has
attended Crystal Springs Congregation from its formation. He has
served as Stake Youth Coordinator, Pastor at Crystal Springs, was a
member of the Seattle Stake High Council, and served as a
counselor to three Seattle Stake Presidents.
Blake currently is assigned to East Wenatchee Congregation as their
Volunteer Congregational Support Minister. Blake is married to
Vicki Puckett and has two children and two grandchildren.

Blake’s Testimony of Call:

“During the past 14 months, I’ve been asked to bring ministry to both family
and friends who had lost a loved one. Each of those who passed away
represented a wide range of ages and different stages on their life’s journey. Their
ages at the time they died were 21, 59, 91 and 92. The wide range of emotions
and levels of acceptance or denial for those who grieved these losses mirrored the
range in ages of those who died. However, the common tie between each of these
experiences was my deepened understanding that no matter how much
preparation I made, no matter what my past experiences prepared me for, to be
able to be a gift of blessing to those in need only comes through the grace and gift
of the Holy Spirit. It is with this same humility that I accept this call to serve as
an Evangelist. To be a minister of blessing can only be possible as God gifts me
with His grace, love and presence. Only then can the human frailties that I have
be used to share His blessings. My prayer is that I will be able to serve God and
you in this calling.”

Susan Gregory:
Called to Evangelist
Susan Gregory grew up in the Portland area,
attending First Church Congregation (later part
of the Portland Metropole.) In 1990, she began
attending Garden Grove Congregation. She has
served in the offices of Teacher, Priest and
Elder, and was Pastor at Garden Grove for several years. Susan has also enjoyed directing Lewis
River reunions and planning women's retreats.
Retiring in 2001 after 30 years of working for the City of Portland
allowed more time for volunteering and spending time with family.
Susan's volunteer work has included tutoring grade school students,
working at the local food bank, and being a Big Sister in addition to
her church activities. In 2007, she accepted a call to the office of
High Priest, and is serving on the High Priest steering committee.
2010 brought a change of location when Susan’s husband, John
May, retired and they moved to Bend, where Susan is active in the
congregation. This summer Susan accepted the role of Volunteer
Congregational Support Minister for Klamath Falls. Susan and John
are proud grandparents of 22-month-old Evan and 3-month-old
Tatum. (Ask to see her photos!)

Susan’s Testimony of Call:

“I was walking the other night, admiring the beautiful moon, when my eye was
drawn to an unusually large star—as large as if several stars were clustered
together. It brought to my mind the star of Bethlehem and the wonder of that
miracle, and I gave thanks to our God and Creator. I began to consider again
what the birth, life, death and resurrection of my Lord Jesus mean to me, and
how my life focus and direction has been changed because of my relationship with
Christ. My call to Evangelist is the beginning of a new facet of my life, as well
as the continuation and amplification of those blessings and experiences that
have shaped my spiritual journey and ministry through the years. I feel humbled
and grateful when I look at the circumstances that God has guided me through
and the individuals who have faithfully mentored me along the way—thank
you! Even now I recognize God orchestrating relationships and situations to give
me assurance that as I respond to the call to serve as an Evangelist, exciting
new opportunities for ministry await. There are not adequate words to express
my desire to serve this awesome God of ours with my whole heart, my words and
actions, my life. I embrace my call to the office of Evangelist.”
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On behalf of World Church Leadership, I am pleased to announce that Sue
Coleman has accepted a call to Evangelist, and Jammie Apodaca has
accepted a call to Seventy. These calls will be presented to delegates to be
sustained at Mission Center Conference on Saturday, November 5, with
ordinations taking place during the worship service on Sunday, November
6. Please join me in sending good wishes to Sue and Jammie as they magnify their ministry through these new priesthood calls.

Jammie Apodaca:
Called to Seventy
Jammie Peace Apodaca has been a
member of Community of Christ her entire
life. She resides in Selah, Washington, with
her husband of eighteen years, Dan, and their
three beautiful children, Dylan (age 12),
Cameron (age 11), and Clair (age 3). Jammie is
a stay-at-home mom and housewife and home
schools the children. She has also been the
CPI pastor of Ellensburg (WA) Congregation
for six years. She also is the director of Teen Life Choices, a
program for at-risk boys funded by Bold Moves grants in Yakima.
Jammie’s Testimony of Call:

“I am so humbled and grateful that I have the opportunity to respond to God’s
call on my life in this way and within the context of Community of Christ. I am
not sure words are adequate to express the support and love God has blessed me
with in my relationships with so many of you and others who have nurtured me
and mentored me in the gospel of Jesus Christ. I believe my experience in CPI
taught me to open up not only my mind but my heart, and this has allowed me
to see God’s GREAT CREATION as SACRED COMMUNITY in
spite of the eclectic ways it is lived out in everyday life. The Mission of Jesus
Christ has also been impressed on my heart in new ways, ways that have given
me, my family, and my congregation new life and I yearn to share that with
others. Dan, Dylan, Cameron, Clair, Ellensburg Congregation and I are
looking forward to the new adventures this journey may bring, and those times
we find ourselves challenged by it and are reminded of Christ’s love, strength and
faithfulness as he walks with us.”

Sue Coleman:
Called to Evangelist
Sue Coleman spent her early years nurtured

by her grandmother and a small congregation
of Saints in Canton, Oklahoma. She attended
Graceland College and Central State College in
Oklahoma, receiving a BS degree in
Elementary Education. Sue taught elementary
school in Renton WA, Enumclaw WA, and
Eugene OR until retirement. Sue and her
husband, Harry, moved to central Oregon,
where they enjoyed two years of retirement
together until his death May 2009. The love
and support they received from their two grown children and
church family near and far sustained them through his eight-month
battle with cancer. During those two years, Sue felt so blessed to
share time with their granddaughter, Ava, and twin grandsons, Eli
and Ian.

Sue’s Testimony of Call:

“As I reflect on this call to Evangelist, I know that there are many who have
contributed to my personal and spiritual growth. Through their discipleship as
followers of Christ, their ministry of friendship, encouragement, and love have
nurtured me. The generosity, acceptance, and love of Harry and the extended
Coleman family helped to nurture my sense of worth and accepted me as family.
The Saints in Auburn, Eugene, and Redmond Congregations and the former
Southern Oregon District provided me with opportunities to explore and grow
spiritually. My own personal journey with God has been a living witness of the
grace extended to all people. In the early days of Harry’s diagnosis of cancer, I
was journaling and the Spirit flowed through me, flooding my soul with the
thought, ‘God’s hand has reached out to enfold us before we even knew what we
would be experiencing.’ That reassurance and unconditional love has nurtured
me through fear, grief, hope, blessings and despair, and always God’s hand was
there. I only needed to reach out. So I accept this call to Evangelist knowing my
weaknesses, yet God is leading my days and wonderful blessings are yet to be.”

Rich Sowers:
Called to Evangelist
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Rich Sowers was born in 1941 (do the math) in
Tacoma. He was raised (a preacher’s kid) in Tacoma. For his entire life, his home has been Tacoma. He went away to Lamoni, Iowa, to attend
Graceland College (four years away from Tacoma). He then taught math for one year in Independence, Missouri, and then for two years at
Roosevelt Roads Naval Air Station, Puerto Rico,
at the base high school. He was able then to return to...TACOMA, where he taught math at Lakes High School for 30
years. After retiring from teaching in 1997, he spent seven years as Seattle Stake bookkeeper. Since then, he has been a stay-at-home “helpmate” to his wife of 41 years, Leanne.

Rich Sowers was born in 1941 (do the math) in
Tacoma. He was raised (a preacher’s kid) in Tacoma. For his entire life, his home has been Tacoma. He went away to Lamoni, Iowa, to attend
Graceland College (four years away from Tacoma). He then taught math for one year in Independence, Missouri, and then for two years at
Roosevelt Roads Naval Air Station, Puerto Rico,
at the base high school. He was able then to return to...TACOMA, where he taught math at Lakes High School for 30
years. After retiring from teaching in 1997, he spent seven years as Seattle Stake bookkeeper. Since then, he has been a stay-at-home “helpmate” to his wife of 41 years, Leanne.

Rich and Leanne are both lifetime Community of Christ members. His
calls to Deacon and Priest came through his dad, Ray Sowers. These
were followed by calls to Elder and High Priest. Rich has served as
Asst. Pastor, Pastor, member of the Seattle Stake High Council, Camp
Director, and as an itinerant preacher. Leanne and Rich have two children, Christine and Mark, and now ENJOY their four grandchildren,
Owen, Madison, Ian, and Jack. They also like cooking for various
groups at Samish Island Campground and camping in their trailer.
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These words by Leslie Brandt in Psalms/Now, express my feelings and convictions
about my God far better than I could myself. How could I question or second-guess
a call emanating from my God? I cannot. Am I confident in my own abilities? No.
Am I confident that God will go before me and be my constant companion? Assuredly, yes. In my life, God has blessed me abundantly. My goal for my life is to now
make good the statement, ‘Blessed to be a blessing.’ I humbly accept this call.”
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“‘When I gaze into star-studded skies
And attempt to comprehend the vast distances,
I contemplate in utter amazement
My Creator’s concern for me.
I am dumbfounded that You
Should care personally about me.
And yet, You have called me Your child,
And chosen me to be Your servant.
You have assigned to me
The fantastic responsibility of sharing in Your creative activity.
O God, how full of wonder and splendor You are!’”
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