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Announcements
WELCOME!
RESTROOMS
 The main restrooms for this building are located downstairs, and have several stalls. There are two
single-stall co-ed restrooms located upstairs. Please leave the upstairs restrooms for those with accessibility issues, for whom going downstairs is difficult.
WATER
 For your convenience, we have provided two water coolers, one in the library and one in the music
room. There are also two drinking fountains in the hallway. To be environmentally responsible, we
are no longer providing bottled water. You may fill your own water bottle or use the paper cups provided, but please do not bring paper cups or other containers without a lid into the gym.
CHILD CARE
 Saturday: Child care is available for children ages 11 and under, from 9:45 am to 5:30 pm (or when
the meeting is adjourned). Please pick up your children during lunch and breaks, so our child care
workers can also enjoy lunch and breaks.
 Sunday: We encourage your children to attend and enjoy the Youth-led Worship and Praise Service
from 10 to 10:45 am on Sunday. Child care is available during the Ordination service, from 11 am to
12:30 pm.
FUNDRAISERS/BOOTHS AND BOOKS
 A number of congregations and associated organizations have fundraising or informational booths in
the music room. Be sure to stop by on a break and visit!
 There is a large supply of books in the library that were collected by church member Edith Olson over
her lifetime. The books are mostly religious, and many are from Herald House. They are free to anyone interested. Feel free to visit the library during breaks to take home some great titles.
LUNCH
 Reservations for the in-house catered lunch are required and are limited. If you made reservations
ahead of time, you should have paid for those during registration. If you still need to pay or did not
make reservations but would like to attend the lunch, please see Shari Amos. She will be able to tell
you if reservations are still available. A lunch menu can be found on Page 34, and area restaurants on
Page 35. Lunch is served downstairs in the dining hall. Please have your ticket ready.
 Seventies, High Priests, Aaronic Ministers and Youth Camping Council will have lunch meetings in assigned rooms during lunch; please allow them to go through the lunch line first so that they can get
to their meetings on time.
DINNER
 Our mission center youth are providing a spaghetti dinner fundraiser. All profits will go towards a
SPEC account for each participant. We encourage you to consider this dining option; however, there is
limited seating. Bring cash or checks.
 We are also offering three “Dine-Around” options. A local church member is hosting a table at three
different restaurants. Choose which restaurant you’d like to attend, and sign up to sit with other
members and meet new people from around the mission center. Bring cash or credit cards.
 If you haven’t already, sign up for any of the dinner options in the foyer.
ASSISTANCE WITH CHAIRS
 If you are able, please stay after the Saturday evening program and help rearrange the chairs for the
Sunday morning worship, and please help put up chairs after the last worship on Sunday.
EVALUATIONS
 A Conference Evaluation form will be distributed. Please fill this evaluation out and leave it on
the registration table before you depart. Your feedback helps us improve Conference each
year! If you forget to leave your Evaluation, you may fax the completed form to Karen
Short at 206-984-4038.
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Portland Congregation
Map: Main Floor
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Portland Congregation
Map: Bottom Floor
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Mission Center Maps —
Washington, Oregon & Alaska
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Delegate Allotment
And Formula
Delegate Formula
 Membership < 60 = 2
 Membership between
60 and 119 = 4
 Membership between
120 and 239 = 6
 Membership between
240 and 480 = 8
 Membership > 480 = 10
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Parliamentary Guide


A main motion must be moved, seconded, and stated by the Chair before it can be discussed.



If you approve the motion as it is, vote for it.



If you disapprove the motion, in toto, vote against it.



If you approve the idea of the motion, but want to change it in some manner, move to amend it by
adding, deleting, or striking out a word, phrase, or section with a proposed substitute for it



If you want competent advice to help you to make your decision, move to refer the motion to an appropriate person or committee with instructions to report back.



If you feel that they can handle it better than the assembly, move to refer the motion to a committee with, power to act.



If you think that the assembly should not act on the motion, move that it lay on the table.



If you want time to think the motion over, move that consideration be deferred to a certain time.



If you think that further discussion is unnecessary, move the previous question.



If you think that the assembly should give further consideration to a motion referred to a committee,
move that the motion be recalled.



If you think that the assembly should give further consideration to a matter already voted on, move
that it be reconsidered. (This can be done only by persons who voted on the prevailing side of the decision).



If you think that a matter introduced is not germane to the matter at hand, a question of order may
be raised.



Nominations are not seconded, only motions are seconded.

LEGISLATIVE, ADMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICIAL FUNCTIONS
"No legislative body (i.e. Mission Center Conference) can rightfully take to itself administrative or judicial
functions, such as initiating calls to priesthood (clearly an administrative function) or trying a church
member accused of transgression (a judicial function)." Rules and Resolutions, Herald House, 1980, p. 14.
REFRAINING FROM ATTACKING A MEMBER'S MOTIVES
"When a question is pending, a member can condemn the nature of likely consequences of the proposed
measure in strong terms, but he/she must avoid personalities, and under no circumstances can he/she
attack or question the motives of another member...” Robert's Rules of Order (Revised), Scott, Foreman
& Co., 1970, p. 331.
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Opening Worship Service
“WE SHARE...A SACRED STORY”
Prelude ........................................................................................................ Sandy Johnson
“Recognizing Jesus Among Us”
Welcome ..................................................................................................... Steve Pomeroy
Call to Worship: Doctrine and Covenants 162:2a-b
“Listen carefully to your own journey as a people, for it is a sacred journey and it has
taught you many things you must know for the journey yet to come. Listen to its teachings
and discover anew its principles. Do not yearn for the times that are past, but recognize
that you have been given a foundation of faithful service, even as you build a foundation
for what is yet to be.”
*Hymn of Praise: “How Majestic Is Your Name” (Sung twice) ............................................... Page 11
*Prayer of Invocation ......................................................................................... Linda Osborn
*Response
Greetings to the Conference ................................................................................. Kathy Sharp
Hymn: “O Worship the King” ...................................................................................... Page 12
Disciples Generous Response ................................................................................ Bob Dobkins
We Share A Sacred Story .................................................................................. Stephen Hatch
*Closing Hymn: “Shout The Tidings of Salvation” ............................................................. Page 13
*Closing Prayer .............................................................................................Stan Corrington
*Response
*Postlude ...................................................................................................... Sandy Johnson
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How Majestic Is Your Name
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O Worship the King
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Shout The Tidings
of Salvation

 Page 13 

Delegate Orientation
and Discussion
Facilitating, Mission Center Officers — Lead Musician, Mary Richardson
Prelude .................................................................................................. Mary Richardson
Welcome, Introductions and Announcements..................................... Kathy Sharp and Shari Amos
*Hymn: River of Life, sung twice .............................................................................. Page 15
*Invocation .................................................................................................. Carla Nilsen
*Piano Response ....................................................................................... Mary Richardson
Delegate Orientation ......................................................................... Kathy Sharp, Pages 8-9
Presentation and Review of Financial Reports
and 2010 Mission Center Budget ........................................................ Bill McFarlin, Pages 16-31
Presentation of the Bend Resolution......................................................... Tim Troyer, Page 32
*Hymn: Jesus Is the Rock, sung twice ......................................................................... Page 33
*Benediction ........................................................................................... John Smallwood
*Response
Recess for Lunch ............................................................................................. Pages 34-35
Don’t forget!
 Parents, please pick up your child from daycare for lunch. Daycare resumes at 1:20 pm.


Lunch on your own or catered lunch for those with advance reservations/meal tickets in downstairs
fellowship hall. Thank you to Jim and Patty Balsiger for catering.



Seventies, High Priests, Aaronic Ministers and Youth Camping Team are meeting onsite in announced
areas. If you made lunch reservations, please proceed to the front of the lunch line so that you can
get to your meeting quickly.


Business Meeting convenes at 1:30 pm.
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River of Life
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Financial Officer’s Report:
Fall 2009
“Give generously according to your true capacity.”
— Doctrine & Covenants 163:9
The following is an update to the mission center on a variety of topics that fall under the purview of the
mission center financial officer.
Contributions
The total amount contributed to Congregational Ministries Mission Tithes (local operating) for all of the
congregations of the mission center combined during 2008 was $655,154, an increase of 3% over 2007.
Total contributions to the Oblation Fund during 2008 from the congregations of the mission center were
$63,004, an increase of 6% over 2007. And to Oblation World Hunger were $36,264, a decrease of 1%
from 2007. And to World Ministries Mission Tithes, $412,120, an increase of 8% over 2007. Thank you for
generously responding to the funding needs of the World Church.
Sharing Equally
The Presiding Bishopric has encouraged each of us to share equally between Congregational Ministries
Mission Tithes (CMMT) and World Ministries Mission Tithes (WMMT) on a consistent basis. Based on the
above contribution data, collectively we are closer to 61/39 (CMMT/WMMT), which is a 2% movement toward that goal when compared with 2007. Thank you for the generosity you continue to express and remember to work toward sharing equally. The contributions we offer through World Ministries Mission
Tithes allow the mission of Jesus Christ to be shared right back here in the Pacific Northwest and around
the world. Our generosity is a blessing to the whole world.
Need for Increased Contributions to Mission Center
The recent round of downsizing has resulted in a loss of approximately 33% of World Church funding for
positions in our mission center. As a result, the mission center has had to assume much of that cost to
retain the quality ministers we have serving with us. Our current budget for contribution income for the
mission center is $10,000/year. To keep our budget sustainable and to avoid additional investment
draws beyond 2010, we will need additional contributions to the mission center. This can be done either
through your offering envelope or designating it on your check locally, or via direct contributions sent to
the office of the Mission Center Financial Officer.
Offertory Stories
Each month offertory stories are forwarded to congregational leaders for use during worship. These stories help us connect with the mission of Jesus Christ as lived out in the lives of ministers around the
globe. Thank you for your use of these stories, as they help us all connect the dots between our giving
and our shared mission as the Body of Christ.
Making a Difference Gatherings
Over the weekend of October 9-11, Apostle Susan Skoor, Stephen Hatch, Kathy Sharp and I made nine
stops around the mission center to share the good news of the mission of the church and how our collective funding of that mission transforms lives. Thanks for your continued support of our shared mission
with Jesus Christ. Special thanks go out to those congregations who hosted those gatherings. Your hospitality was greatly appreciated!
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Financial Officer’s Report,
pg. 2
Reports
Financial reports have been included in this conference bulletin for your review and use during this conference. The formatting has been changed in recent years to help with readability. A copy of the annual
audit is included in those reports.
Allocations
Please be sure to review the allocation report in the conference materials to find additional details about
allocations. As of September 30, 2009, we had received about 76% of the total allocations for the year.
At the end of 2008, 98.24% of allocations had been paid. Thanks for getting those paid! It is hoped by
the end of November this year that all allocations will be paid in full.
Given the current state of the economy and the financial challenges faced by the congregations of the
mission center, the total proposed allocations for 2010 will remain unchanged from the total 2009 level;
however, individual congregational allocations will vary due to changes in the data points used for the
computation.
The following shows the total allocation budgets since the beginning of the mission center in 2004:
GPNW Congregational Allocations

$220,000
$200,000
$180,000
$160,000
$140,000
$120,000
$100,000

Allocations

2004

$207,720

2005

$178,201

2006

$123,027

2007

$123,328

2008

$129,746

2009

$116,507
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Financial Officer’s Report,
pg. 3
Properties
Bellevue—This property continues to appreciate in value in spite of the current economic downturn and
the housing and mortgage industry crisis.
Bend—This congregation is in the midst of a major project regarding the future of their congregation and
its 29 acres. We are excited about the potential this has for this congregation, the Bend community and
surrounding areas and the church as a whole.
Bremerton—This congregation has decided to sell a parcel of their property that is no longer contiguous
with the remainder of their property.
Bridgeport—This congregation has decided to meet in a location that is closer to the majority of its members and to sell its building in Bridgeport. This property has been listed for sale for some time; however,
due to pre-existing local economic issues complicated by the more recent national economic and housing
crisis, selling this property will remain a challenge.
Fairbanks—This congregation has decided to shift its focus toward a small group (house church) model of
ministry and mission within its community and no longer has need of its building. As of the date of this
writing, an offer has been accepted and closing is anticipated prior to this conference.
Klamath Falls—As a result of changes in congregational composition, this congregation has chosen to sell
its building and develop an alternative model for congregational life. This property has been listed for
some time with limited interested from prospective buyers.
Lake Louise Campground (Alaska) —The campground has been listed for sale for two years and has generated limited interest from prospective buyers.
Montesano—This property has been listed for sale for some time; however, due to pre-existing local economic issues complicated by the more recent national economic and housing crisis, selling this property
will remain a challenge.
Seaside—In consultation with local real estate experts, we have determined that this property has likely
retained its value in spite of the current economic downturn and the housing and mortgage industry crisis.
Southridge—This congregation is currently putting an addition onto their existing sanctuary that will expand their loft and foyer, allowing for additional seating and fellowship. A handicap-accessible restroom
is also part of the plan.
Vashon Island—Following some research on the Vashon Island property, it appears as though the property
may be buildable. Some additional research and design work will need to be done to confirm this, but
we are hopeful at this time.
Wasilla—The World Church has a parcel for sale in Wasilla. The net proceeds of that sale will be shared
between the World Church and the mission center.
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2008 Camp/Retreat/Event/Activity Summary
A review of the final numbers for our 2008 camps, retreats, events and activities shows these events had
a combined operating cost of $202,343 and had over $24,000 in mission center support.
In 2009 we initiated the use of online registrations for camps and other events that has given participants
a convenient way to register. It has also expanded the variety of forms of payment that may be used for
registrations. Additionally, we centralized the camp registration mailing address so that more complete
camper data could be captured. We hope to communicate periodically during the year with campers as
we prepare for the upcoming camping season.
Operating Investment Fund (OIF)
The OIF is an extremely important fund for our mission center. It serves the following crucial purposes:
 Earning income for the operating fund
 Funding church expansion and plants
 Covering the cost of maintaining and selling mission center properties and, when required, congregational properties
 The special function of Operating Reserves
 Funding Bold Moves
The following shows the composition of the Operating Investment Fund as of 6/30/09:

Operating Investment Fund

Seaside
Property,
$500,000 , 18%

Operating
Reserve,
$96,300 , 3%

Operating
Investment,
$1,682,440 ,
61%

Bellevue
Property,
$450,000 , 16%

Montesano
Property,
$50,000 , 2%
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Investment Issues
Recent economic issues in the US and worldwide have created a significant amount of anxiety regarding
investment for many people. The investment strategy we employ and the spending plan we use throughout the church and specifically here in the GPNW Mission Center is designed to minimize the adverse impact of significant swings in the market. Our investments are there for the long term, so fluctuations are
expected. “Pool A” had had positive returns for 14 quarters from 2004-2007. Our investments benefited
from those earnings. Things changed in 2008. For the calendar year of 2008, Pool A showed a negative
return of -26.54%. As you may be aware, the market is trying to recover. As a result, for the first six
months of 2009, Pool A produced a positive return of 0.89%. That’s not much, but it is at least heading in
the right way.
Clearly, we have a long way to go to resolve this economic crisis and as a result, the future of our investments is unknown. We will not be surprised to see some negative returns and some positive return into
the future. Over time, we expect to see the returns become more consistently positive again, which will
make up for recent losses—again, over time.
Training
Remember that trainers are available throughout the mission center to facilitate courses in personal financial management, as well as Disciples’ Generous Response and stewardship principles.
Thank Yous
As always, I am extremely grateful for those who serve in roles that assist in the stewardship of the mission center resources. Among others, these include folks who serve on the Mission Center Finance Committee and Mission Center Council, as well as those who are Good$ense Trainers, Bishops, Event Assistants, Backup Signers, Camp/Retreat/Event Directors and Business Managers, and Congregational Financial Officers. Over 100 volunteers, dedicated disciples and wise stewards, are involved in the financial
management of our congregational and mission center resources. Thank you to each of you for all that
you do!
May our collective stewardship and sustained generosity continue to be a blessing along our shared path
as disciples of Jesus Christ.
In the Peace of Jesus Christ,
William E. McFarlin, Bishop
GPNW Mission Center Financial Officer
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Proposed 2010
Operating Budget
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Statement of Financial
Position (Balance Sheet)
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Statement of Financial
Position (Balance Sheet), pg. 2
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Statement of Activity
(Income-Expense Report)
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Statement of Activity

(Income-Expense Report), pg. 2
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Congregational Allocation
Report as of 9/30/09
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Proposed 2010
Congregational Allocations
Although no perfect system
for determining allocations exists,
the formula used by the GPNW has
been refined over the past six years
with the hope of more closely attaining an equitable distribution of funds
needed by the mission center to provide the ministries and services to
the congregations of the mission
center.
The Congregational Allocation
Formula uses data and computations
that attempt to identify a congregation’s ability to give. The data used
is readily accessible from Shelby (the
Church’s computerized data management system) and, with the removal
of the membership component, consists of three elements.
40% of the total allocation is
based on Operating Fund giving. It is
computed using total contributions
to Congregational Ministries fund
(purpose code) in 2007 and 2008.
30% of the total allocation is based
on the number of Contributor Units
of a congregation. It is computed
using the number of people contributing more than $100.00 to the Congregational Ministries fund (purpose
code) for 2007 and 2008. A husband
and wife count as one contributor
unit.
The final 30% of the total allocation is based on All Other Giving.
This includes all giving to all funds
(purpose codes) except contributions
to the building fund for 2007 and
2008.
The final allocation computations include a totaling of all 3 categories (40%, 30% and 30%) for each
congregation, an averaging of the
2009 and 2010 total percentage by
congregation, an adjustment for the
Alaska congregations and finally a
redistribution of the allocations by
percentage across the
congregations.
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Internal Audit Report
of 2008
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Internal Audit Report
of 2008, pg. 2
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Internal Audit Report
of 2008, pg. 3
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Internal Audit Report
of 2008, pg. 4
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Bend Resolution
Whereas, The Bend congregation has had in place for over five years a building committee to study alternatives for their 29-acre property prior to the pending annexation by the City of Bend; and
Whereas, The Bend building committee has identified a high level signal community site plan that has
been presented to and reviewed by the City of Bend and Deschutes County. Mission Center leadership
and the world church Presiding Bishopric and Apostle have been informed of the Committee communications with the city and county; and
Whereas, The Bend congregation has defined their mission and identified the need for a full-time paid
congregation support minister; and
Whereas, The Bend congregation has a purchase option agreement in place with The Salvation Army to
purchase 2.54 acres once the property has been annexed and zoned; and
Whereas, It is highly probable that the remaining church property to be sold for development, valued at
several million dollars, will be in immediate demand shortly after property annexation and zoning is
complete; and
Whereas, The Bend congregation will be in a position to be financially self-sufficient once the first property sale is concluded and will be able to pay back the mission center loan within five years or sooner;
therefore be it
Resolved, That the GPNW Mission Center approve up to a three-year loan of $60,000 annually, not to exceed $180,000 in three years, to fund a paid full-time Bend congregation support minister position
(salary, benefits, expenses and training) starting in January 2010; and be it further
Resolved, That the loan interest shall be 0% the first year and 6% annually for each subsequent year; and
be it further
Resolved, That the Bend congregation shall not be required to make payments on the loan, but will pay
the loan off in full (including accrued interest if applicable) after the funds become available from the
sale of a portion of their property, no later than January 2015.
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Served on-site, noon to 1 pm
Saturday, November 7, 2009
Swedish Meatballs with Rice Pilaf
& Green Beans
Homemade Beef Barley, Barley,
Chicken Noodle & Vegetable Soups

Broccoli Salad, Pasta Salad, Green Salad,
Fresh Vegetable Tray

Cornbread, Rolls
Carrot Cake, Lemon Bars, Sugar-free Cookies

Golden Glow Punch, Tea, Coffee, Water

Conference Lunch
Cost:
Adults: $9 * Children 6-10: $4 *
Children under 6: Free
Payment for previously-reserved lunches will
be taken during registration on Saturday
morning.
A limited number of lunches will be served.
Any remaining lunch tickets, if any, will be
available for purchase Saturday morning
and at lunch.
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Local Restaurants
 Mexican – Acapulco, Baja Fresh
 Fast Food – McDonald’s, Burger King, Arby’s, Jack

Street, which eventually turns into S.E. Washington.
 Stay on Washington – becomes a one-way street.
-in-the-Box, Taco Bell
 Italian and Pizza – Olive Garden, Old Chicago, Fly-  Most of the restaurants are after you cross Hwy.
ing Pie Pizzeria, Wall Street Pizza, Stark Street
205.
Pizza Co.
 Family Restaurants – Elmer’s, Village Inn, Denny’s To return to the church, you will need to take SE
 Asian – Panda Express, Kaiten Umenoki Sushi, Bon Stark Street, which hooks up to Burnside - turn left.
Teriyaki
Watch the lanes, as some run out before you know
 Steak and Chicken – Saylor’s Old Country Kitchen it.
 Buffet – Hometown Buffet
 Fish – Newport Seafood Grill
If you are in a hurry to eat, there is a pizza-by-the Other – Red Robin, McMenamin’s
slice joint at N.E. Glisan Street and 47th Street
 Coffee – Coffee’s On, Starbucks, Bi-Partisan Café (about 5 blocks from church). There is also a Subway at Burnside and 31st Street. For those needing a
All of these restaurants are in the general vicinity Starbuck’s rush, there is one very close at Glisan
and 46th Street.
of Mall 205. Most of them are 2.6 miles from the
church. The streets are one way; Stark Street goes
west, and Washington Street goes east. The major- There are also many services in this area if you
ity of the restaurants are in the five-block area by need them, such as Office Max, Target, Home Depot
Mall 205, but some are either on the way there or and Mall 205. If you need a drug store or grocery
on the way back to the church.
store, here are the closest ones:





DIRECTIONS
From the church, go west on Couch Street
Turn left (south) on 47th Street.
Turn left at Burnside (1st light).
After 67th Street, veer right at the light; you will
be on Gilham Street, which turns into Thorburn

 Walgreen’s – Burnside and 82nd Street (east of

church)

 Fred Meyer – Glisan and 66th Street (Glisan is 4-5

blocks north of the church, then go east)

 QFC Grocery – Burnside and 55th St. (about 8

blocks)

Portland
church
Mall 205
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Business Meeting
“WE SHARE...IN COMMUNITY”
Facilitating, Mission Center Officers and Staff — Lead Musician, Mary Richardson
Meditative Scripture: Philippians 2:1-13 NRSV
“If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own
interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus”
*Opening Praise Hymns: ............................................................................. Mary Richardson
Community of Christ .................................................................................... Page 39
Majesty .................................................................................................... Page 40
Welcome and Call to Order .............................................................................. Kathy Sharp
Announcements .............................................................................................. Shari Amos
*Invocation
*Response
Approval of Minutes:
November 8, 2008 (Annual Mission Center Conference) ...................................... Pages 41-43
July 14, 2009 (Special Conference—Priesthood Call) ............................................... Page 44
REPORTS:
Mission Center President’s Annual Report .......................................... Kathy Sharp, Pages 45-50
For more information on Mission Center Reports, see the following written reports:
Bold Moves Report ....................................................................................... Page 60
Youth Camping Team Report ........................................................................... Page 61
Youth Caravan Report ................................................................................... Page 62
International Youth Forum (IYF), Independence Report ........................................... Page 63
International Youth Forum (IYF), Bangkok Report ..................................................Page 64
International Youth Forum (IYF), Africa Report ..................................................... Page 65
Spectacular Report....................................................................................... Page 66
Young Adults Reports .................................................................................... Page 67
Campground Association Reports: Lewis River, Remote, Samish ............................ Pages 68-70
Outreach International Report, Testimony ..................................................... Pages 71-72
Orphans Africa Report ................................................................................... Page 73
Acceptance of Financial Report ...................................................................... Bill McFarlin
Staff and Volunteer Transitions:
New Staff & Volunteers
 Kim Naten, Mission Center Membership Services Administrator (Recorder)
 Dianne Webberley, Mission Center Financial Assistant
 John Smallwood, Mission Center Mission Coordinator
 Steve Pomeroy, Pastor Support Minister (Greater Seattle)
 Stan & Bev Corrington, Volunteer Congregational Support Ministers (Bremerton)
 John Mills, Volunteer Congregational Support Minister (Tuality)
 Dave Polly, Volunteer Congregational Support Minister (Albany)
 Elva Eliason, Volunteer Priesthood Administration & Training
Staff & Volunteers Recognition
 Brad Shumate, Congregational Support Minister
 Steve Pomeroy, Mission Center Council
 Joe & Gloria Rasmussen, Volunteer Congregational Support Ministers (Lacamas Heights)
 Michele Torrey, Volunteer Congregational Support Minister (Neilton)
 Shari Amos, Mission Center Conference Manager
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Business Meeting, pg. 2
Honoring Karen Sundstrom................................................................................Kathy Sharp
Ministerial Education and Discipleship Studies (MEADS) Certificate
*Hymn, Go Tell It On the Mountain! .......................................................................... Page 51
NEW BUSINESS:
Sustaining of Mission Center Officers ........................................... Stephen Hatch for Susan Skoor
Letters of Appointment by World Church Officers ............................................. Pages 52-53
Introduction and Sustaining of Mission Center Recorder/
Membership Services Administrator, Kim Naten ............................................Kathy Sharp
Sustaining of Mission Center Council ....................................................................Kathy Sharp
The Council serves as an advisory body to the mission center president, financial officer
and missionary coordinator on matters affecting the core functions of the mission center.
The following names are submitted for consideration and approval for 2010:
 John Berger, Evangelist, Washington
 Jim Lloyd, Elder (called to High Priest), Oregon
 Stan Corrington, High Priest, Washington
 Naomi Jacks, Teacher, Oregon
 Carla Nilsen, Member, Oregon
 Todd Sargeant, Priest, Washington
 Jim Williams, High Priest, Alaska
Recognition for Mission Center Finance Committee ................................................ Bill McFarlin
 Stan Corrington, High Priest, Washington
 George Hansen, Elder , Washington
 Dan Jackson, Elder, Washington
 Joe Rasmussen, Bishop, Washington
 John Stephens, Bishop, Oregon
 Debbie Sullivan, Elder, Oregon
 Jim Williams, High Priest, Alaska
Sustaining of 2010 Youth Camping Council ............................................................Kathy Sharp
Lewis River
Remote
Samish
Christie Ostendorp, Chair
Jody Barnhart
Christine Campbell
Fae Jackson
Dave Robino
Laura Fish
Erik Nilsen
Katie O’Keefe-Knobel
Chris Phelps (Canada West)
Election & Sustaining of Share & Care House Board of Directors .................................Kathy Sharp
 Ken Fernandes, President
 Rosemary Stark, Secretary
 Karen Powers, Treasurer
 David Graybill, Member
 Janice Gorrecht, Member
 Charlene Hamblen, Ex-Officio Member
Share & Care House Report ............................................................................. Page 74
World Conference Delegate Vote ......................................................................Kathy Sharp
*Hymn, We Are So Blessed ......................................................................... Page 54
Motion to Recess and Reconvene in 20 minutes
BREAK
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Meeting Called Back to Order............................................................................ Kathy Sharp
*Hymn, Here We Are Together Again ......................................................................... Page 55
Consideration of 2010 Budget ........................................................................... Bill McFarlin
Bend Resolution ............................................................................................ Kathy Sharp
*Hymn, I Have Called You By Your Name ..................................................................... Page 56
Presentation of Priesthood Calls ........................................ Stephen Hatch for Apostle Susan Skoor
Through the testimony of the Holy Spirit, the following individuals have received a call to priesthood
and have been approved by World Church leadership. These calls are presented to you for your consideration and support of the ministry offered.
Scripture: John 15:15-16
“I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is
doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have
heard from my Father. You did not choose me, but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and
bear fruit, fruit that will last.”
Call to the Office of High Priest, Dave Polly, Salem OR Congregation
Statement by Calling Officer ............................................. Stephen Hatch for Apostle Susan Skoor
Statement by Candidate ..................................................................................... Dave Polly
Written Testimony ....................................................................................... Page 57
Affirming Testimonies
Sustaining by Conference
Call to the Office of Evangelist, Tim Polly, Portland OR Congregation
Statement by Calling Officer ............................................. Stephen Hatch for Apostle Susan Skoor
Statement by Candidate ....................................................................................... Tim Polly
Written Testimony ....................................................................................... Page 57
Affirming Testimonies
Sustaining by Conference
Call to the Office of High Priest, Jim Lloyd, Myrtle Point OR Congregation
Statement by Calling Officer ............................................. Stephen Hatch for Apostle Susan Skoor
Statement by Candidate ...................................................................................... Jim Lloyd
Written Testimony ....................................................................................... Page 58
Affirming Testimonies
Sustaining by Conference
*Hymn: Touch Me, Lord, with Thy Spirit Eternal ........................................................... Page 59
Prayer of Support for All Candidates ..................................................................... John Berger
*Benediction on Business Session ......................................................................... Jim Williams
*Response
Meeting Adjourned
Don’t forget!
 5:45-7 pm—In-House Youth Fundraising Spaghetti Dinner or other Dine-Arounds. See Page 75.
 7:30 pm—Webb of Life performance with parodies & social. Fun for all ages. Free admission.
Donations encouraged to benefit Webb of Life and Outreach International. See Page 76.
 10:30 pm-1:30 am—Young Adults Bowling. See Page 77.
 8-9:30 am Sunday—Pastor’s Breakfast, Multnomah University Bible College
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Minutes from November
2008 Conference
MINUTES:
ANNUAL CONFERENCE, PORTLAND CONGREGATION
BUSINESS SESSION—November 8, 2008
CALL TO ORDER:
Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center President Kathy Sharp called the Business Session of the
annual GPNW Mission Center Conference to order at 1:55 p.m. in the gymnasium of the Portland Congregation, Portland, Oregon. Delegates representing each GPNW congregation were asked to stand and be
recognized.
MINUTES:
ANNUAL CONFERENCE, PORTLAND CONGREGATION
BUSINESS SESSION—October 20, 2007
Minutes of the GPNW Mission Center Annual Conference Business Session on October 20, 2007 with the
Bold Moves Resolution text attached, had been provided in conference materials. It was moved by Dick
“Jake” Harrison, Woodland Park Congregation, and seconded that the minutes be approved as posted. By
show of hands, the motion carried.
MINUTES:
SPECIAL CONFERENCE, SAMISH ISLAND CAMPGROUNDS
SUSTAINING OF PRIESTHOOD CALLS—June 14, 2008
Minutes of the GPNW Mission Center Special Conference on June 14, 2008, had been provided in conference materials. It was moved by Jane Worlund, Samish Congregation, and seconded that the minutes be
approved as posted. By show of hands, the motion carried.
REPORTS:
 Mission Center President’s Annual Review, Kathy Sharp (As printed in the conference bulletin and reviewed during the Orientation and Discussion period, was accepted without objection)
 Mission Center Financial Officer’s Report, Bill McFarlin (As printed in the conference bulletin and reviewed during the Orientation and Discussion period, was accepted without objection)
 Youth Camping Report 2008, Christie Ostendorp
 Youth Caravan, Troy and Jody Barnhart.
 Spectacular Update, Dick “Jake” Harrison
 Lewis River Campgrounds, Dave Polly
 Remote Campgrounds, Mike King
 Samish Campgrounds, Glen Fishel
 Outreach International Fundraisers, Jim & Shirley Chapman and Vivian Nash
 International Youth Forum 2009, Eleanor Bessonette
 Young Adults, Sean Langdon, Rachel Porter
STAFF TRANSITIONS:
President Kathy Sharp expressed appreciation for the depth of skill represented in the Mission Center
Staff. She introduced new staff and volunteers assigned in 2008 and noted those retiring.
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New Staff and Volunteers:
 Steve Pomeroy, Interim Puget Sound Pastor Support/Bold Moves
 Karen Short, GPNW Communications Coordinator
 Diane Bulseco, Membership Services Administrator
 Blake Puckett, East Wenatchee Congregational Support Minister
 Joe and Gloria Rasmussen, Lacamas Heights, Congregational Support Ministers
 Steve Sauve, Bridgeport Congregational Support Minister
 Michele Torrey, Neilton Congregational Support Minister
 Sue and Tom Webber, Cowlitz Valley, Congregational Support Ministers
Retiring Volunteers and Staff:
John Bonney, Albany Congregational Support Minister and Mission Center Council
Elva Eliason, Mission Center Database Administrator and Mission Center Recorder




SUSTAINING OF MISSION CENTER OFFICERS:
Apostle Susan Skoor assumed the chair. She brought greetings from the World Church President and the
Twelve and added her personal appreciation for the past work of the Mission Center Officers and for the
quality of all GPNW staff.
Mission Center President:
Apostle Skoor read the First Presidency letter recommending that the Conference sustain the appointment of Kathryn Sharp as President of the GPNW Mission Center.
It was moved by Tom Elhardt, Cowlitz Valley, and seconded that the Conference sustain the appointment
of Kathryn Sharp as President of the Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center. By show of hands,
the motion carried.
Mission Center Financial Officer:
Apostle Skoor read the letter written by the First Presidency after consultation with the Presiding Bishopric, recommending that the Conference support the appointment of Bill McFarlin as Financial Officer of
the GPNW Mission Center.
It was moved by Jim Chapman, Renton Congregation, and seconded that the Conference sustain the appointment of William (Bill) McFarlin as the Financial Officer of the Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center. By show of hands, the motion carried.
SUSTAINING OF MISSION CENTER RECORDER:
It was moved by Dianne Webberley, Lacamas Heights Congregation, and seconded that Diane Bulseco be
sustained as the Mission Center Recorder to take effect on January 1, 2009. By show of hands the motion
carried.
SUSTAINING OF MISSION CENTER COUNCIL:
It was moved by Bob Dobkins, Eugene Congregation and seconded that John Berger, Evangelist, Washington; Stan Corrington, High Priest, Washington; Naomi Jacks, Teacher, Oregon; Carla Nilsen, Member, Oregon; Steve Pomeroy, High Priest, Washington; and Jim Williams, High Priest, Alaska, be sustained as
the 2009 GPNW Mission Center Council, noting that there was one vacancy from the Oregon area
yet to be filled. By voice vote, the motion carried.
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RECOGNITION FOR MISSION CENTER FINANCE COMMITTEE:
Mission Center Financial Officer William (Bill) McFarlin read the list of the Mission Center Finance Committee who had served in 2008: Stan Corrington, High Priest, Washington; George Hansen, Elder, Washington; Dan Jackson, Elder, Washington; Joe Rasmussen, Bishop, Washington; John Stephens, Bishop,
Oregon; Debbie Sullivan, Elder, Oregon; Jim Williams, High Priest, Alaska. By show of clapping, the Conference Body expressed appreciation for the work of the Committee.
SUSTAINING OF 2009 YOUTH CAMPING COUNCIL:
Kathy Sharp read the names of the 2009 Youth Camping Council members: Christie Ostendorp, Chair,
Lewis River: Fae Jackson, Jan Polly, Erik Nilsen; Remote: Jody Barnhart, Mike King, Katie O’KeefeKnobel; Samish: Nan Sargeant, Christine Campbell, Laura Fish and Chris Phelps from Canada West. Ann
Short, Tuality Congregation, Conference Delegate for Southridge Congregation, moved and it was seconded that the Youth Camping Council be sustained. By show of standing and applauding, the motion carried.
PRESENTATION OF PRIESTHOOD CALL:
Apostle Susan Skoor presented a call to the Office of Seventy for Dee Robino, Medford Congregation,
reading the words of John 15:15-16 that speak to the call of the Holy Spirit and noting the ensuing involvement of Seventy President Gina Norton that testified to the call. Dee’s written testimony was provided in Conference materials. In verbal testimony, Dee referred to the quilt theme that had been part
of the Conference, noting the many events in her life that had been pieced together to evolve into this
call. Medford Pastor Dave Robino spoke of feeling uplifted by the gifts of ministry Dee already gives to
the Medford Congregation and how her new ministry will be a deep and productive one. Other testimonies spoke of her avocation and vocation as a teacher, how she reaches the children, how she shares her
faith deeply and openly.
It was moved by Fae Jackson, Southridge Congregation, and seconded that the Conference Body support
the call to Seventy for Dee Robino. By voice vote, the motion carried.
Kent Wheeler offered a prayer of support, noting that as Dee would have the help and encouragement of
all there as she accepted the opportunity to serve and express her vibrant witness as a Seventy.
CONSIDERATION OF 2009 BUDGET:
Noting that the written budget materials in the Conference Bulletin had been reviewed during the Orientation and Discussion session, it was moved by John Stephens, Portland Congregation and seconded that
the GPNW Mission Center 2009 Budget be adopted as presented in Conference materials. By show of
hands, the motion carried.
DELEGATE SURVEY:
Conference attendees were asked to fill out a short evaluation about the Mission Center that would be
the beginning of a more comprehensive survey that would cover all aspects of the Mission Center’s first
five years.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, President Kathy Sharp adjourned the meeting at 4:55 p.m. until the
2009 Annual Conference or at the call of the Mission Center Presidency.
Respectfully submitted,
Elva J. Eliason
Recorder
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MINUTES:
SPECIAL MISSION CENTER CONFERENCE, SAMISH ISLAND CAMPGROUND, BOW WA
BUSINESS SESSION—JULY 14, 2009
The Special Conference of the Greater Pacific Northwest-USA Mission Center was called to order by
Mission Center President Kathy Sharp at 7:23 pm at Samish Island Campgrounds. Kathy welcomed those
present to this special conference and ordination service.
Bob Dobkins, Eugene Congregation, moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the November 2008 Mission Center Conference; the motion was seconded by Nancy Hylton of Rainier Valley
Congregation, and passed unanimously. This was followed by a congregational hymn, call to worship,
prayer of awareness, focus moment and offering.
On behalf of Apostle Susan Skoor, Seventy and Assistant to the Apostle Stephen Hatch presented to
the conference the call of Lynn Roberts to the office of High Priest, and read a statement from Apostle
Skoor witnessing this call. Lynn Roberts then shared her testimony affirming the call and her commitment to serve in this capacity.
Following Lynn’s statement, Kathy Sharp called for statements of affirmation in support of the call.
Elder Gary Lawler, Assistant Pastor of the Auburn Congregation, Evangelist Dean Wight, Crystal Springs,
High Priest Bob Dobkins, Eugene, High Priest Jim Chapman, Auburn, and Teacher Jane Worlund, Samish
Congregation, each offered their testimony affirming Lynn’s call to the office of High Priest.
Kathy Sharp then called for a standing vote by the membership to sustain this call. The vote passed
unanimously. Friends of the mission center were also invited to stand with those who voted in support of
the candidate. Following a hymn, High Priest Mike Bessonette gave the charge to the ordinand, followed
by ministry of music by Catherine Peter and Mike Clothier.
The ordination of Lynn Roberts to the office of High Priest was officiated by High Priests Kathy Sharp
and Bob Dobkins. This was followed by a congregational blessing by Evangelist John Worlund. With no
objections from the floor, the conference was adjourned by Kathy Sharp at 8:45 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Kim Naten
Mission Center Membership Services Administrator/Recorder
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President’s Report: Fall 2009
Despite difficult and uncertain times locally and globally, 2009 has been a story of sharing within the
Greater Pacific Northwest Mission Center.
WE SHARE:
 Faith, Identity and Sacred Stories
 A Passion for Ministry
 A Love for Community and Youth
 Talent, Creativity and Courage for Mission
 A Global Church
 God’s Grace for Today
We Share Faith, Identity and Sacred Stories
Binding us together across Community of Christ, our mission center professionally printed and distributed
to all congregations a simple and compelling description of Community of Christ found in the We Share
Identity, Mission, Message and Beliefs booklet. The colorful booklet is an ideal missionary tool, as well as
discussion piece for seekers, friends and members of Community of Christ. Ask for a copy from your
pastor.
Samish Campground, Bow, Washington celebrated 50 years of offering retreat, reunion and camping
facilities and programs for members and community groups. Themed, Samish at 50: A Story of
Community, campground board members and volunteers hosted a history project, collection of personal
stories across the generations and a three mission center and user community retreat on May 2-3. More
than 150 people attended the kickoff celebration, and the celebration and story project continued all
summer long.
Far south at Myrtle Point, the congregation invites members of the mission center to join them in
fundraising to repair the roof of their original church building, built in 1910 and now a community logging
museum. The original Myrtle Point congregation is featured in this historic museum.
October 9-12, Apostle Susan Skoor and Assistant to the Apostle Stephen Hatch joined mission center
staff to present Making a Difference presentations in nine locations. More than 350 people attended the
events to hear inspiring, contemporary stories of how their Community of Christ giving and volunteering
are changing the lives of people across world and within our local communities. Thank you for attending
and for sharing your own stories of God’s grace in your lives!
Add to that our everyday life in the church, with members and friends stepping in to share their faith,
prayers, testimonies and practical help to encourage and offer hope to folks who are struggling.
We Share a Passion for Ministry
New Volunteers Bring Supportive Ministry to Congregations and Mission Center
Six new skilled ministers volunteered to assist single congregations and participate, as available, in
Mission Center staff activities. Thank you to Bob Dobkins, Myrtle Point; John Smallwood, Eugene; John
Mills, Tuality; Dave Polly, Albany; and Stan and Bev Corrington, assisting Liza de Guzman with
Bremerton. Filling vacancies on the Mission Center Council are Todd Sargeant, Renton Congregation and
Jim Lloyd, Myrtle Point.
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New Priesthood Capacity
John Smallwood has been reinstated as a Seventy in the 5th Quorum. (John stepped down from his role
as Seventy when he was asked to pastor a church plant.) Now John offers valuable, knowledgeable
mission support across three states. Lynn Roberts, Auburn Pastor, was ordained to High Priest at Samish
Family Reunion. The calls of Tim Polly to Evangelist and Dave Polly and Jim Lloyd to High Priest will be
considered at this Mission Center Conference. Within our congregations, 23 people accepted new calls
and were ordained to priesthood offices of deacons, teachers, priests and elders. Several more calls are
in process. These new priesthood invested time in study and prayer as they consider and prepare for
further ministry and ordination. Thank you to all who have prayed for, taught classes and mentored these
developing leaders.
Retreats, Training Advance Skills, Confidence for Evangelists, Teachers, Pastors, High Priests, their
Companions and Mission-focused Members
Mike Bessonette, with Blake Puckett, Susan Gregory and Bob Dobkins, headed up organizing and
offering a leadership and spiritual development retreat for a local quorum of High Priests. Their first
retreat in April featured guest minister Terry Read and was well attended. They’ve already lined up Tony
and Charmaine Chvala-Smith as guest ministers for next September’s retreat.
The Evangelists Retreat committee held a retreat in September for Evangelists, Teachers, Pastors and
companions to further develop skills and collaboration for ministry. Guest minister was former Presiding
Evangelist Danny Belrose with Penelope Belrose. The group further considered its commitment to crossing
the generational divide with youth and young adults.
Many members and staff engaged in mission-focused training at a Wowee for several mission centers held
in March in Happy Valley Conference Center in California. Other key missional training events within our
mission center included the annual Bend Institute on Labor Day weekend, with the Munsons from the
Chattanooga Project, and Wraparound training, with national expert Carl Schick, in Anchorage, Alaska.
We Honor and Re-focus with Staff and Priesthood Transitions
Hired this year, we welcome our talented new staff members Steve Pomeroy, Pastor Support Minister
and Bold Moves chair (1/2 FTE); John Smallwood, Mission Center Mission Coordinator (1/2 FTE); Kim
Naten, Membership Services Administrator and Recorder (.8 FTE) and Dianne Webberley, Event
Registration and Finance Assistant (.2 FTE). Supporting our administration as a volunteer for coordination
of priesthood calls and training is Elva Eliason. Brad Shumate, formerly Pastor for Portland Congregation
and Congregational Support Minister, accepted a position on the World Church Funding for Mission Team.
His appointee position will not be refilled. Francine Inslee, Congregational Support Minister for northern
congregations and mission-center wide trainer, continues on disability. We join her in hoping for a full
recovery and return to work.
Our mission center celebrated three superannuations this year. Honored priesthood included Evangelists
Pearl Edwards, University Place and Dick Hawes, Tuality, and Priest Fred Pearson, Garden Grove
Congregation. We thank them for their faithful servant ministry.
We Share a Love for Community and Youth
Legions Lead, Serve, Attend Retreats, Youth Camps, Caravan, SPEC and Reunions
Our camping program continues to hold steady, serving 330 campers in 15 events with help from
182 volunteer staff. These programs would not be possible without your generous
volunteering, skilled leadership and mission center and local congregational scholarships
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and subsidies. (See Youth Camping Team Report and 2010 Proposed Budget.) This year we initiated online
registration for camps, which accomplishes two things: the convenience of credit and debit card
transactions and a centralized tracking system of registered campers for ongoing marketing.
Once again we held six inspiring reunions: four family reunions and one adult and one singles reunion.
Thank you to our talented guest ministers, our reunion planning committees, and especially our
dedicated volunteer reunion directors: Kate Steinel—Alaska Family, Shari Amos—Lewis River Family,
Debbie Sullivan—Remote Family, Glen Fishel—Samish Adult, Cindie Ellwanger—Samish Family, and Ken
Fernandes— Northwest Singles. Here are highlights from our three of our four family reunions:
Remote Family Reunion
Reunion was a wonderful experience attended by over 125 individuals. Mission Center
President Kathy Sharp, Mission Center Financial Officer Bill McFarlin and Outreach
International Representative Ken McLaughlin provided passionate and insightful ministry
for the week. The camp had a diverse attendance with people of all ages working,
worshiping and playing together. An Outreach International fair, talent show, women’s
tea, crafts and games provided entertainment. Worship services of all formats including
preaching, intergenerational, prayer/testimony and baptismal services provided exciting
and meaningful spiritual growth opportunities. It was agreed that the reunion was a
relaxing and enjoyable week for many, providing an uplifting experience that sent people
home recharged and ready to minister in their communities.
—Debbie Sullivan, Reunion Director
Samish Island Family Reunion
Wow! What a week of fellowship, music, laughter and wonderful worship. Our guest
ministers were Stephen Hatch, Assistant to Apostle Susan Skoor, Mike Bessonette,
Congregational Support Minister and Kathy Sharp, Mission Center President. Stephen and
Mike brought insightful and caring ministry. Kathy brought information from around the
mission center at afternoon chats, as well as discussing Conditions of Membership. Over
200 were registered along with many drop-ins. We broke in a new dinner cook—thanks
Doug Dobkins for the great evening meal. All of our cooks are incredible. I think everyone
felt the Holy Spirit that week, and we look forward with anticipation to Family Reunion
2010. See you there. —Cindie Ellwanger, Reunion Director
Lewis River Family Reunion
Worships, classes, youth activities, oh my! Lewis River Reunion was full of them, along
with great guest ministry from Patti Page and John Smallwood. Other activities included
the annual Wednesday barbeque (dee-licious), chats, talent show, swimming, campground
projects, canteen and a youth fundraiser car wash. We started off the week with a
superannuation service for Dick Hawes and Pearl Edwards—a very meaningful worship and
thankfulness for two long-serving priesthood. A Lewis River baptism was another beautiful
worship! Singers enjoyed reviewing possible hymns to be included into the next hymnal.
One standout of the week was the Outreach International Village. We were taken away to
an African village with a hospital, school, clean vs. dirty water exhibit, store and farm with
live goats and chickens. Our Graceland rep even milked a goat. Thanks to all who
volunteered and attended Reunion to help make the week a spiritual, worshipful week
filled with warm fellowship, thoughtful classes and glory to God.
—Shari Amos, Reunion Director
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None of these events would be possible without the ongoing oversight of our campground boards and
campground staff. Thank you!
Congregational Clusters Promote Pastoral Support, Shared Worship and Fun
Over time, many congregations have found ways to share as pastors and meet together as congregational
clusters for youth programming, shared worship and fellowship. This past year, congregations in Greater
Seattle formed two consistent groups for pastoral sharing and multi-congregational activities. In the
south, a group of pastors meet quarterly with Pastor Support Minister Steve Pomeroy, also a pastor. In
the north, Steve Pomeroy facilitates pastors meeting together monthly to share common concerns,
explore a shared future, as well as planning quarterly events for four congregations.
We Share Talent, Creativity and Courage for Mission
Under the leadership of Bold Moves chair Steve Pomeroy, the Bold Moves Committee granted three
missional projects, totaling more than $12,000, in April: a community pie clinic and pie donation program
for the hungry from Southridge Congregation and two community garden projects in Albany and
Roseburg, Oregon. These projects will be presented this year at our Pastor’s Breakfast on Sunday
morning, so every congregation can learn how to use its gifts for exciting mission. Four more creative
grant applications have been submitted for our fall granting cycle. Thank you to all applicants and the
Bold Moves Committee. The next application due date is April 15, 2010.
Salem Congregation’s Food Pantry hosted its Grand Opening in February. More than 10,000 residents have
been served thousands of pounds of food already, and the congregation has attracted two more families
through this outreach. Ellensburg addressed a need for supervised parenting and parenting and addiction
classes in its community, resulting in baptisms and an enthusiastic and open congregation. Bend
Development continues to move forward, despite the unexpected delay in the expansion of the urban
growth boundary to include Bend Congregation’s property within the city limits. (See the Bend
Development Resolution for consideration this conference.) Members from Medford, Grants Pass and
Fairbanks, Alaska attended a workshop led by Mike Bessonette and Bill McFarlin about Being the Church
in the 21st Century and Beyond. This workshop will be available to clusters of interested congregation in
other parts of the mission center in 2010.
We Share a Global Church
With your generous support, six youth and young adults traveled to IYF in the international locations of
Bangkok, Thailand and Kenya and Malawi Africa. Each international participant testifies of the
transforming experience of fellowshipping and worshipping with Community of Christ members from
around the world. Many more teenagers attended SPEC and IYF in Independence, mixing with teenagers
from many countries. This year we have 13 young people attending Graceland University, forming
friendships and learning with students from many nations. Though most of us do not get to travel and
serve in countries in the developing world, many of us raise funds for and donate to Outreach
International and Orphans Africa. Orphans Africa was founded recently by members of our mission
center. Anticipating the 2010 World Conference, we have participated in discernment regarding
conditions of membership, an issue close to the hearts of our international members.
We Share God’s Grace for Today
Despite the challenges we face today, we can rejoice in our relationship with Jesus Christ and our
commitment to each other as the Body of Christ in a needy world. Thank you for being faithful
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companions on this journey in 2009. I look forward to the miracles and blessings God has in store for us in
2010!
Respectfully submitted,

Kathryn Sharp, Mission Center President
Greater Pacific Northwest Mission Center – USA

STEAL 10 IDEAS FOR MISSION!
GPNW Congregations Looking Outwards, On the Move

Each year I highlight a few Good News examples from our 40-plus congregations. Enjoy!
1. Eugene, OR—Congregational Discernment
The Eugene congregation completed a five-month process to discern their vision, mission and new
leadership structure. On October 25, the congregation had a celebration service to recognize the
process they have gone through, celebrate the accomplishments of the past and look forward to the
future. They are initiating a new pastoral team structure with three associate pastors and a lead
pastor. From the vision and mission discernment process, the new pastoral team will develop new
ministries that align with their vision for the congregation.
2. Neilton, WA—Community Harvest Dinner
Neilton continues to reach out to their community, and will be celebrating Thanksgiving by hosting a
Harvest Dinner. The after-dinner festivities will include plenty of family fun with Karaoke! Practice
has already begun for their Christmas Choir, culminating in a popular Christmas program which the
community attends every year.
3. Grants Pass, OR—Mortgage Free!
The Grants Pass congregation set a goal two years ago to accelerate their payments to retire the
mortgage on their building. This would leave them funds for mission. The congregation made this goal
a priority, and this October they made their final payment. A celebration service will be scheduled in
the near future.
4. Bend and Redmond, OR—Youth Ministry to “Power up”
Inspired in part by Bend Institute 2008, the Redmond Congregation started a Youth Ministry on
Tuesday Nights call "Power Up." This program lasted through the school year and averaged five to
seven participants. This year, "Power Up" moved to Sunday nights and includes the Bend
Congregation. The first two Sundays, they had 10 and 14 youth attending. This is a very exciting
ministry for kids and the congregations.
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5. Myrtle Point, OR—Sharing Life Skills, Gardening with Children
Inspired by the Making a Difference visit from Susan Skoor and Bill McFarlin, the Myrtle Point
Congregation decided to try to make a difference in their community. They are starting a new "life
skills" ministry for kids and adults on Sunday afternoons. They have applied for a Bold Moves Grant to
help fund the program.
6. Puget Sound Congregations—Pastor Clusters
Pastors in the north meet monthly, discussing ways to improve the quality of mission and worship in
their congregations. Additionally, they have put together joint worship and fellowship experiences
for their congregations. Southern cluster pastors meet quarterly and focus on shared pastoral issues
and priesthood education needs.
7. Renton, WA—Camping and IYF/Spec Scholarships, Halloween Carnival for Tenant Preschool
The Renton Congregation sponsored 17 youth in their attendance at various youth camps, IYF/
Spectacular, and IYF-Thailand throughout the summer. A Halloween Carnival, which drew nearly 200
preschool-age kids and their parents from the community last year, returned for another night of fun
on October 24. Not only was there another great turnout, but the carnival games were then loaned to
Seattle’s Union Gospel Mission for an event there.
8. Puyallup, WA—P.I.T. Stop Ministry led by Young Adults
The Puyallup Congregation has restarted its P.I.T. Stop ministry. Allison Richardson is coordinating
this Saturday evening program for People In Transition from the community.
9. Crystal Springs (Bothell), WA—Welcoming Church Network
Meredith Bischoff, Community of Christ representative for the ecumenical Welcoming Church
Network, met with Crystal Springs’ members to discuss what it means to be a Welcoming Church to
the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender community. As part of her visit, Meredith displayed
donated liturgical stoles from gay ministers of other denominations.
10. Fairbanks, AK—Blanket Ministry for Foster Children in Rural Alaska
Every year members of the Fairbanks Congregation make blankets to give a way to foster children in
Fairbanks and rural Alaska—where winters are long and cold temperatures are ever present. They are
applying for a Bold Moves grant to increase this ministry.
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Letter to Sustain Mission
Center Financial Officer
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I Have Called You
by Your Name
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Testimony of David Polly,

Called to the Office of High Priest

T

his call came to me several years ago when I
attended World Conference. While I attend
the Elder’s meetings, there kept being a
feeling to me that I was not in the right place. I
cannot express it more than a feeling, “a disturbance in the force” for you Jedi fans. I was a little
bit troubled by this, as I was very excited to be at
conference and be in the Elder’s meetings. I did
not share this feeling with anyone at the time.
From that time, there were personal challenges that came to me in my work life. These
struggles, while difficult for my ego, gave me some
new perspective that greatly reduced the stress in
my professional life. This has allowed me the freedom to concentrate on my preaching skills and to
travel around the mission center.
When Kathy Sharp and Susan Skoor presented my call, they talked about this call being in
process back to the time of the conference. Interesting facts came to light of paperwork misplaced

and staff changes. Sometimes things are presented
but not seen until the time is right. You see, my
professional life needed to be in order for this call
to be processed. God knows the time and is, indeed, in charge of these affairs.
And so I am not sure exactly what great
words of wisdom I am suppose to be able to speak
about my call to High Priest. Somehow I do know
that I have been called to this area of service. I
can feel it in my bones. Yet, I am scared because I
know of my faults, my personal demons, and my
sometimes bad attitude. I can very much relate to
Apostle Paul when he said that he doesn’t do the
things he should and does the very things he hates.
My promise is to continue to serve the Lord
as best I can, in spite of my shortcomings. I will
give the best I can to the work here. I know that
after my ordination, I will still be just Dave, but I
hope that I can be used by the Lord for His purposes.

Testimony of Tim Polly, Called
to the Office of Evangelist

O

ver the past several years, I have often
contemplated my relationship with my
Creator and the wonder of the many times
His interaction with me has helped me in my various leadership roles. I have noticed a change in
myself and my understanding of that relationship
with Him as the years have slowly ticked away. In
many ways, I’m thankful and humbled by those
many experiences and forever indebted to Him for
His patience and love as He has gently guided me
in spite of my weaknesses. I have been particularly
blessed to have been given the opportunity to experience just a small glimpse of the great, all encompassing love that He has for each of us. I will
always be thankful for that knowledge.
Some time a few years ago, there was a
new stirring within me that I could sense as a part
of my constant interaction in my mind with my
Creator.

That stirring has grown into the assurance
that at some point in my “senior” years, I would be
called to serve in the role of an Evangelist. That
knowledge has grown into the assurance that I
would take up that call to ministry in my “senior”
years and endeavor to meet the challenge in that
new role for my brothers and sisters within and
outside of my faith community.
What makes me chuckle as I contemplate
the future is that I really don’t see myself as being
in my “senior” years, yet I suppose that the many
life experiences with marriage, children, and now
grandchildren is placing me firmly in my “senior”
years. At any rate, I move forward in the assurance
of God’s great love for us, and that through Him,
all things are possible. I suspect that the experiences in my “senior” years will be wonderful, and
full of the Glory of God.
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Testimony of Jim Lloyd,

Called to the Office of High Priest

L

ike Moses, I was caught off-guard when the
call was presented to me by Apostle Susan
Skoor. And, like Moses, my first thought
was, “Why me?…There are others more qualified
than I to carry out this level of God’s work. I’ve
presently got my hands full as pastor of a small,
struggling congregation. My work isn’t done here
yet.” Prayer. As I contemplated my prayers and
what I had been told by Susan, I was reminded of
the scripture in Luke 9:57-62, where Jesus is challenging the man to ‘follow me,’ and the man starts
making excuses about needing to go back home
first and take care of unfinished business. I didn’t
want to be like that man.
One of my ‘discipleship’ goals the last few
years has been to be more trusting and do less
questioning about what God wants me to do. Just
do it. And, here I was, not trusting God, forgetting
all about that, and starting to ask questions and
formulate in my mind why I shouldn’t accept this
call. All the while I’m telling myself, “I know I
need to trust God fully.” More prayer. I think
about Job and how he trusted God to the fullest…
not questioning… firm in his faith… just trusting.
That’s what I want to do. I want to be like Job.
Now, I’ve got part of my answer.
Always in the back of my mind I am thinking
about something that Phil Caswell, as an apostle at
that time, told me 30 years ago, “God will not ask
you to do anything you can’t do. As humans,
we’re the ones who place limits on ourselves. He

will help us when the burden gets too heavy. Remember, God has been there ahead of you and has
prepared the way…just trust Him”. Hmm, more of
my answer.
That’s what I want to do… trust in Him as
Job did. More prayer. As I picked up the bulletins
for church last Sunday, the theme was “Let God Be
Your Ruler.” That’s speaking to me. During our
opening worship service, the speaker said, “God
has prepared the way, all we have to do is follow.”
Now I’ve got my answer. I’m ready ‘to follow’…to
put my hand to the plow and not look back.
One of my concerns for the church is ‘how
to grow the church’…not necessarily the number of
people attending the Community of Christ, but
increasing the number of people coming to Christ
as a role model and as an example for their lives.
I fully believe in the concept of ‘community.’ We
have enough history to tell us that peace can’t be
legislated by governments and heads of state.
Only we, each one of us, can do that, at ground
level, bringing Christ to the people and the people
to Christ… each one making a difference. That’s
what I want to be a part of, making a difference. I
think we all need to read D & C, Section 156:7a8b, often. Our priesthood must be held accountable to get the job done… no one else is going to
do it. This is my testimony, this is what I believe.
I accept this call and have the full support
of my wife, Nancy, who has been a large part of
my spiritual life, work, and encouragement.
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Touch Me, Lord,
with Thy Spirit Eternal
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Bold Moves Report
Submitted by Steve Pomeroy, Chair

T

he Bold Moves Grant program was established
by the 2007 Conference of the Greater Pacific Northwest Mission Center. Its intent is
to encourage congregations and groups within the
Mission Center to develop new ministries, establish
church plants or congregational re-plants and create new ways of giving expression to the hospitality
of Jesus Christ in our part of the world. A Bold
Moves Grant is intended to provide “seed money”
to help get such ministries and programs rolling.
The conference set aside up to $25,000 per year to
provide for the awarding of grants
After the organizational time of establishing
a grants committee, preparing guidelines, directions, application forms, etc., the program actually
came to life in 2009. Two granting cycles were established: one cycle to be funded in June and a
second in December.
Four applications for Bold Moves Grants
were received in the first cycle of this year. The
grant committee met in May to review the applications and award grants or make further recommendations based on the information presented. Three grants were awarded (totaling
$12,100), and one application was returned
for further development to be reconsidered
in a later cycle.
Two Oregon congregations, Roseburg
and Albany, were awarded grants to continue
to develop community garden projects. Both
congregations opened the property around
their church facilities and invited neighbors
and community
members to join
them in putting their
gardening talents to
work to produce
food for their own
use and to share
with those in need.
The projects have
offered more than
just a plot of
ground. Master gardeners have been available to
provide assistance and education; irrigation systems have been established to provide a good

water source; and communication links, such as email chains and
newsletters, have
built relationships
among the gardeners, keeping them
informed and working together. Both
congregations have
become active centers in communitybuilding events.
The Southridge Congregation in Washington,
was awarded a grant to help them expand their
long-established reputation for pie-making skills in
Clark County, as displayed every year in the congregation’s booth at the county fair. Bold Moves funds
are allowing them to expand the sharing of those
skills while connecting both with their local community and the wider Vancouver area. The local
part of their program involves the offering of piemaking instructional
clinics in the church’s
facilities. They have
also been called upon
to provide pies for
local community
events and are now
partnered with Share
House, a Vancouver
area non-profit organization that provides meals to the homeless, to provide more than
180 pies during the Thanksgiving season.
All three programs have been successful in establishing a greater connection between the congregations and their communities by helping to
meet needs, while at the same time, providing opportunities to invite others to become familiar with
the congregations and share in the ministries they
offer.
At this writing, the application deadline for the
second granting cycle is fast approaching, and the
continuation of the impacts of the bold move of the
conference to establish the program is greatly anticipated.
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Youth Camping Team Report
Submitted by Christie Ostendorp, Chair

Mission Statement: We provide ministries for
currently working out the challenges of a new
children and youth who are empowered by camps online system and improving the evaluation tools in
that promote intentional community by affirming order to look forward to information that assists our
the worth of all persons and celebrating the
programs to be
Living Christ.
more inclusive
and increase proOur goals for our campers are to experience:
gram quality.
 Awaken joy through vibrant fellowship
Our annual
 Nurture hope by building testimony of God’s
Youth Leadership
grace
Training was held
 Experience love through sacred relationship
March 6–8, 2009
 Live peace by bringing out excellence in
at Lewis River
ourselves and others
Campground. It
was our second
In 2009 with 182 volunteer staff, we offered
year to use the
15 camping events and served 330 campers.
retreat format.
Approximately 90 children The theme for the weekend: “EMPOWERING DISCIand youth benefited from PLES: Congregation/Camps/Community.” This
Two-for-One’s, 45 children year’s training event offered 1) team building, 2)
and youth benefited from identifying camper age development 3) sharing the
mission center campergospel and follow up, 4) developing strong teams,
ships, and numerous oth- 5) risk management review, and 6) how to evaluate
ers benefited from partial our programs. We invited congregational Christian
or full assistance by conEducation leaders to participate in the workshop to
gregations. Many congrebetter connect the camping program with congregations reached out to
gational life. It was a successful weekend.
friends of our children and
The 2010 Leadership Training will be held at
to the community, offerSouthridge congregation in Ridgefield, WA, tentaing opportunitively for February 27
ties for “all to
for a one-day training.
come.”
One of the topics ofThe 2009
fered will be “How to
camping season brought new opportuniwork with troubled
ties to gather information for our camper
children and youth.”
database. This year we introduced
Area group meetings
online registration, direct staff coordinawill follow-up on the
tion, and the camper/parent and staff
“learning” from the
evaluation process. Our desire is to utilworkshop at least a
ize the campers data not only to invite
month before the
them back to camp the next year, but to
camping season begins
invite them to activities throughout the
to review the guideyear. We also want their feedback about what they lines and help directors plan their camp orientaenjoyed about camp and where we can improve.
tions.
We are developing a list of staff information to
Thank you for your support of the camping prodraw from which will enable the team to offer on- grams through your generosity to individuals, your
going training which is essential to our goal of
congregational support, and your support of the
increasing the skills of qualified staff. We are Mission Center budget.
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Youth Caravan Report
Submitted by Jody Barnhart

L

ife is full of OPPORTUNITIES, and this year’s
Youth Venture was no exception. After five
huddles and a very supportive auction, the
bus was filled and the twenty-four youth, nine staff
was headed to Southern California for a week full of
missionary outreach, witnessing, community service
and fun in the sun.
The Medford congregation had a wonderful
lunch send-off for our group, and then it was off to
Sacramento. There we were treated like royalty by
our hosts, Ed and Joni Rillos. In the evening, we
went to homes for the caravan
tradition of visiting with the
Saints. Sunday was our first
program, and the testimonies
were wonderful; you could tell
the Spirit had blazed a trail for
our venture.
The Caravan made a
side trip to an orange grove,
where we all picked fresh oranges off the trees. We arrived
at Laguna Beach late Sunday
Night and slept in the Neighborhood Community
Church.
Monday was spent taking in the sights of Laguna. Then at 4:30 pm, we loaded the bus with our
home-cooked enchiladas and drove to a beautiful
park that overlooks the ocean to feed the homeless
of Laguna. The Carvaners noticed how polite
the people of the “feast” were. It was amazing
to see how quickly conversation was struck up
and how open our youth were. You could definitely see the witnessing going on with our new
friends. After cleaning up and saying our goodbyes, it was off to Costa Mesa for another performance. Craig Crownover was gracious
enough to house the entire caravan that evening at his beautiful home in Huntington Beach.
Tuesday was spent riding the roller
coasters at Knott’s Berry Farm, then the Orange
congregation opened up their church for us to get a
good night’s rest.
Wednesday we traveled to Escondido, where
we put on a day camp for their after-school youth
program. We then performed our program, and
again the testimonies from the Caravaners
and the congregation were spirit driven.

Judy and Don Krueger, Bob Dobkins’ brother and
sister-in-law, had the entire caravan for a wonderful late night barbeque.
Thursday was spent at Sea World enjoying
the sea life and all the shows. Friday we had a full
day with Gina Norton, President of the Seventies.
Gina took us to a trailer park, where we painted
and did general clean-up projects. After that, we
presented the congregation of Tecate with school
supplies gathered from the many Saints and congregations of the GPNW. The Myrtle Point congregation
and others were very generous in
their giving. Not only did we leave
five large boxes full of supplies—
backpacks, crayons, scissors, pens,
pencils, etc., but we were also able
to sponsor two youth to attend
school for a year. Georgina Venegas,
Pastor of Tecate, and her family
were able to travel from Mexico and
meet us and receive the supplies.
Gina Norton then facilitated a beautiful worship service.
The Caravan youth and staff then went on a
shopping spree with some of our own monies, combined with some from the Caravan budget. Two
large shopping carts full of trucks, bubbles, hula
hoops and other play things were purchased to give
to our new friends. We hoped this would fill the
void noticed at the
trailer park, where
their play area consisted of a small
patch of dirt.
Saturday and
Sunday were long
traveling days to
get home to Remote, where we
put on our final
program for our families. This year’s Caravan was
truly filled with opportunities—opportunity to witness of the living Christ in our lives, renew friendships, build new ones, and give to the communities
we visited in. Thirty-three people left and returned with a new appreciation for the impact
Youth Venture and the ministry it provides can
have on their lives.
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IYF Independence Report
Submitted by Jake Harrison

I

YF refers to the International Youth Forum.
This event is an international gathering of
youth from around the world who come together to celebrate and claim their place in the
Community of Christ. It is only held every four
years, so IYF is truly a once-in-a lifetime event.
This year’s NW Delegation to IYF consisted
of 57 youth and 14 staff from Alaska, Idaho,
Oregon, Montana, Washington, Wyoming and
British Columbia.
We all arrived in Independence MO on
July 21 to share four remarkable days of fun,
fellowship, classes, and dynamic worship.
“ONE” was the theme and the goal of the July
event, which drew about nine hundred people
from places such as Australia, British Isles,
Europe, French Polynesia, New Caledonia, Fiji,
New Zealand, Canada, the Pacific Islands, and
the United States. All members of the First Presidency, most of the Council of Twelve, and countless world headquarters staff participated throughout the week. Daily themes explored were:
 Tuesday: ONE
 Wednesday AM: ONE God, ONE Christ, ONE Spirit
 Wednesday PM: ONE People, ONE Planet
 Thursday AM: ONE Person
 Thursday PM: ONE Peace
 Friday: ONE Vision, ONE Mission
At IYF, participants discovered oneness while celebrating diversity. Through dynamic
worship, small-group encounters,
discussion, meditation, games,
art, prayer, village time, and
personal discovery, they developed a strong sense of community and love. In addition, participants discovered ways of
serving the church and addressing poverty and other issues.
Worship services were filled with music,
dance, mime, drama, monologues, video, multimedia presentations, youth testimonies and prayers,
with the spoken word. The music consisted of a
wonderful variety of instrumentals, bands, solos,
rhythmic percussions, traditional songs, concert performances and impromptu songs

reflecting the spirit of the service. There is not
enough time or space to try and reflect the diverse,
meaningful and inspirational presentations of
Christ’s message to our youth. The messages focused on us all truly being “One in Christ.”
Small groups included sessions with church leaders
from around the country and world. The groups
gave youth an opportunity to meet others,
share their ideas for
the future, discuss key
issues in their Christian
walk, and explore topics that relate to Community of Christ’s mission.
The Village, back by
popular demand, took
place at multiple sites throughout the Temple complex. Participants had the chance to explore a variety of activities, including Water-balloon launch,
the Peace Pavilion, Bubble-mania, Temple organ
tours, Water game station, The Labyrinth experience and the Church History Museum.
Finally, youth received several informal opportunities to mingle with others. Activities included a Tuesday-night street party, a Wednesdaynight activity sponsored by Outreach International,
and a Thursday-evening concert by
Ken Medema.
On Friday, the NW Delegation
put on the Prayer for Peace Service
in the Temple. Youth from our
group shared in scripture, music
and prayer as they led the packed
Temple Sanctuary in praying for
the people and country of Mexico.
Following IYF closing worship,
the NW Delegation enjoyed a BBQ
at the Family Life Center, Delegation closing worship in the Temple, and a Delegation Cowboy birthday party at the Stone Church.
IYF was an exceptional experience which
taught us we are all called to follow Jesus, even
when the journey takes us outside our comfort
zones. And that sometimes we must start the
journey as ONE person.
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IYF Bangkok Report

Submitted by Susan Jeanne Webber, IYF Bangkok Chaperone

T

wenty-one youth and young adults ages 16
thru 26 from the United States received a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to join with
Community of Christ young people from Sri Lanka,
the Phillipines, East India, South India, Nepal, Korea, Japan and China in the first International
Youth Forum (IYF) held in Bangkok, Thailand in May
2009.
The 21 youth
arrived in Los Angeles from around the
country, as far away
as the State of
Maine. Our mission
center representatives included Windy
Farley from Wenatchee, Jenne
Sharpe from Garden Grove, Kendra Petrie from
Redmond and Lauren Hankey from the Renton congregation.
Our experience began with a
14½-hour flight from Los Angeles to
Hong Kong. While flying on Cathay Pacific Airlines, a Chinese airline, our
flight attendants all wore surgical masks
due to the fears of the swine flu epidemic.
I believe that all of our young
people could benefit from international
experiences such as IYF! It is money
very well spent. Our young people made
career decisions, meditated about priesthood decisions, college decisions and embraced other critical
faith-based decisions during this trip. They were
transformed. Their lives are forever changed, as
they were challenged by the poverty they witnessed
in a third world country. Our youth also observed
strong and faithful belief and witness of Christ by
young people from Community of Christ who live
each day of their lives in third world countries

where they may be harassed, beaten or killed due
to their belief in Jesus' saving grace.
As members of the U.S. delegation, we also
met Thai searchers! We were especially bombarded
by curiosity from the Thai young adults who worked
at the YMCA camp. The YMCA camp is located near
the coastline in Thailand where we camped for four
of the 10 nights that we were away from
home. The Thai people that we got to meet
are a gentle and loving people who asked
many questions about Jesus, communion,
prayers, healing, etc. while we lived at their
camp. As a volunteer chaperone, I experienced unique opportunities to counsel several of the young adults at the camp, including the Thai YMCA employees. Their interest
in our faith journey climaxed during our communion service in which some Thai also
stepped forward eagerly accepting the communion
bread and wine. We have been able to continue our
friendships thru the social
network of Facebook,
where we can share pictures and our daily experiences together!
We invite everyone to
join Facebook to see all of
our pictures of our "lifechanging adventure to
Bangkok!" I encourage you
also to read the IYF Bangkok article and letter to
the editor in the August 2009 Community of Christ
Herald written by Justin Troxell from the Walnut
Creek, CA Congregation. His testimony is similar to
many that attended this marvelous event. Many
thanks to everyone who has financially supported
IYF, and in particular IYF Bangkok. I believe the
money spent on this trip will reap positive, lifelong
benefits in the lives of all the participants. Thanks
again!
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IYF Africa Report
Submitted by Leah Wheeler, Participant

G

reetings from our brothers and sisters in Malawi, “Muli Uli.” Greetings from our sisters
and brothers in Kenya, “Jambo.” I’d like to
share how the generosity of others helped fulfill a
dream of mine, making a difference in how I view
the world and my part in making it better.
When I first heard about IYF Africa, I knew
right away that I wanted to go. I was nervous about
the insect situation, but I
knew it’d be well worth
getting over that fear.
When I was told I had
been picked to go to Africa after the application
and interview process, I
was so excited to experience a new culture, to
see new surroundings and
to meet new people.
Then, IYF Africa was cancelled due to the economy.
But because the delegation leader had served in
church leadership in Africa, he submitted a proposal to continue our trip in a different format,
lowering the cost to the church. Our plans changed
from attending a week-long youth forum, to instead
traveling to congregations in Malawi and Kenya.
Since the decision for our trip was delayed,
we had only 5½ months to raise the $5000
cost of the trip. Because of the Generosity
of Mission Center offerings, my congregation, friends and family who supported me
in my fundraising activities, I was able to
participate in this amazing journey and life
-changing experience.
On June 18, I set out with two adult
leaders, Gregg McDonald and Apostle Stassi
Cramm, and seven other youth from all
over the United States for the adventure of
a lifetime; starting out as strangers to becoming lifelong friends. During our Venture
trip, we visited congregations for at least a
short worship service and fellowship. One
congregation’s youth challenged us to a Bible competition that we almost won, and another divided
us up to learn how to do their work assignments.
At each congregation, we introduced ourselves
and gave a special greeting. As a delegation,
we gave out peace bracelets, jump ropes
and a soccer ball to each congregation.

Our time was limited, but we were able to visit
over 12 congregations in Malawi and Kenya.
In our daily devotions or discussions, we
would ask the question, “Where have you seen God
in Africa?” We all had different stories, but our
common response was that we saw God in everyone
we met. It was amazing to be in a place where you
could clearly see God was present. I think all of us
realized just how blessed we were in that
moment to be in Africa sharing time not only
with our brothers and sisters in Africa, but
with the new community of friendship we
shared.
Our brothers and sisters in Africa ministered
to me in ways that I can’t fully explain.
Through their way of life, they showed me
what a hard worker truly is. They showed me
that it doesn’t matter if you can or can’t sing
very well, if you’re all singing loud and proud
it sounds just fine. The pastor or leader of the service would say, “Praise the Lord” at nearly every
transition in their services, and though I thought it
was a bit redundant, I knew they weren’t just saying it to be saying it, they were wholeheartedly saying what they felt, and the congregation always repeated it. So Praise the Lord or Bowana Asa Fee
Way.
My Venture to Africa was truly a
transforming experience. Though
it was a fun trip, it was a spiritual
one as well. I have a better understanding of our church and the
cultural diversity that enriches our
mission of proclaiming Jesus
Christ. I am so happy that we are
an international church, and I’m
so blessed to have visited in congregations in other countries. All
of the congregations I visited told
me to give you all, their blessings.
If they were here today, they’d
probably end this with…”Mungu
aku bareeky”…Swahili for “God Bless You.”
God Bless each and everyone who makes a difference in their congregation and community and in
providing opportunities for young adults like myself to see, experience, learn, and share in
ministry near and far. Thank you for making
a difference in my life.
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SPECtacular Report
Submitted by Jake Harrison

A

pproximately 1,000 16- to 19-year-old campers and 200 adult staff from all over Australia, Canada, Europe, French Polynesia, Great
Britain, and the United States populated the Graceland University campus in Lamoni, Iowa, from July
25 to August 1 for SPECTACULAR 2009.
This year’s theme was “We Are.” Daily
themes were explored through classes, worship and
other activities:
 Saturday: We Are...
 Sunday: We are One—We are Many
 Monday: We are Insiders—We are Outsiders
 Tuesday: We are Takers—We are Givers
 Wednesday: We are
Hungry—We are Full
 Thursday: We are Absent— We are Present
 Friday: We are
Dreamers—We are
Doers
 Saturday: We Are
One
The 2009 NW
Delegation was made up
of 46 youth and 12 staff
from Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Washington, Wyoming and British
Columbia. Our amazing SPEC experience began Saturday, July 25 in Independence, Missouri…
• Say good-bye to IYF only youth & staff •
Send IYF-only youth & staff to airport for four different flights home • Pack up & clean Stone
Church • Join together with Calizonia for two-hour
trip to Graceland • Stop for fast-food lunch • Arrive
at Graceland • Find dorm rooms • Unpack • Check
out campus & class offerings • Catch up with old
friends Weston Stewart • Make new friends • Bake
in the blinding sun for the camp picture • Picnic
dinner • Welcome games • Opening ceremonies •
The Afters concert • Fireworks • SPEC Today •
Drawing class • Card-making class • FUN green living class • Golf • 15 softball games • “Found Footage Festival” • Morning Celebration & Worship •
Ceramics class • Polynesian dance class, stone
carving class • 54 volleyball games • Lost and
Found concert • International gourmet cooking class • Leadership class • Quilting

class • Five racquetball matches • Tie-dying t-shirts
in the Quad • Loose meat sandwiches at Maid-Rite •
All Camp worship with President Steve Veazey •
Gold swim meet • Track & Field meet • Soccer under-the-lights • Pyrography class • Stained glass
class • What’s the Buzz class • Disc golf • Snocones • 15 soccer games • Five blue swim meet
events • Seattle 103˚, Lamoni 73˚ • Vespers • Delegation Communion service • Tahitians singing beading class • You believe WHAT??? class • Painting class • Nine quiz bowl matches • Disc golf •
Eight basketball games • Extravaganza • Campfire
worship • Sleep-in morning •
Redefine (poverty) class •
Cross-stitch class • Watercolor
class • “WE ARE” experience •
Bart Compolo • Wrestling •
Sports finals • Gold medals •
Art show • SPEC presents
“Once on This Island” • Dance
party in the Quad • Delegation
closing worship • Sing blessing
for graduating seniors • Pack
up & clean dorm rooms • Closing ceremonies • Sam $1,000
rising junior scholarship • Derrick $3,000 Wally B Smith
scholarship • Long good-byes • Join together with
Calizonia for two-hour trip to airport • Fly home to
Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Washington, Wyoming & BC.
What an amazing eight days! SPEC is always
an incredible experience for both campers & staff.
It challenges our bodies, our minds, and our hearts,
but most of all, it is a living example of the way we
wish the world would be. Coming from different
geographic areas, backgrounds, school, vocations,
careers and experiences, we come together with a
single goal and purpose: building a Community of
Christ and & sharing something SPECTACULAR. We
come together in a community where we all can
discover Christ, grow in our relationship with Him
and begin to understand that they we really can
change the world. Together we demonstrated to
the world that not only is it possible to live in a
Community of Christ, but that together… as
ONE… WE ARE the power to build communities
of Christ wherever we live.
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Young Adults Reports
YAPS (Young Adults of the Puget Sound)
Submitted by Sean Langdon
Since it’s inception in 2006, Y.A.P.S. (Young Adults of the Puget
Sound) has prided itself on providing a variety of opportunities for
Young Adults to gather for fellowship, worship, and FUN! This year
was no different. We continued our tradition of putting on quarterly worship services at a NW Congregation. This past year, we
brought our ministry to the Vancouver (BC), Puyallup, and Bremerton Congregations, and later this month will be visiting the Eugene
Congregation.
We have also gone bowling, camping/hiking near Snoqualmie Pass,
hosted a Christmas party, went to a hockey game, attended two comedy shows, and more. In January,
we went across the border to visit our Canadian friends to the North. In March, we held our 2nd annual
Work Retreat at Samish Campgrounds, where we built fire pits. In September, we welcomed the Orphans
Africa team to our Annual Young Adult Retreat at Samish. Costs for that retreat were defrayed by parking
cars as a fundraiser at the Saturday Market this past July in Puyallup. It surely was a great year, and we
look forward to where 2010 takes us!

MAYAs (Metro Area Young Adults)
Submitted by Rachel Mills
MAYAs has had some changes, but the core group is still continuing
to meet monthly. We have done more services at congregations such
as Garden Grove and Lincoln City, volunteered, had a potluck/swim
party, visited Sauvie Island Pumpkin Patch, and had fun together
with an 80s-themed News Years Party.
Over the last year, there have been new relationships built and continued involvement in local congregations by MAYAs. We continue to
embody the mission of the church and focus on our relationships
with each other and Christ.

SOYAs (Southern Oregon Young Adults)
Submitted by Sheyne Benedict
The Southern Oregon Young Adults (SOYAs) meet weekly in
members' homes for fellowship and casual study of D&C 163.
Members of SOYAs plan services and participate on the Youth
Team and the Leadership Team for the Eugene congregation.
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Lewis River Campground
Association Report

Submitted by Dave Polly, President, Board of Directors

W

e have enjoyed a good camping season
and a good year for the Lewis River
Campground.
Our client base has increased. While we
have lost some long-time clients, those have been
replaced with new
clients that are
enjoying the experience of Lewis
River. Our income
through September from clients
increased and surpassed the total
for 2008. That
means more people came to Lewis River in 2009 than in 2008.
The board, with much reluctance, accepted
the resignation of caretakers Leo and Carol Fender.
The board expresses
much appreciation for the work that
they accomplished while they were at
the campground. The board is in process of finding new caretakers.
Improvements that we have
made this past year include resurfacing
of the dining hall floor, painting of the
lodge, putting metal roofs on cabins,
and reclaiming some of the older
spaces.
The dining hall carpet was removed, and the
concrete floor was smoothed and refinished. The
concrete was treated with a protective finish, and
it looks great.

The lodge got a new outside paint job at the
end of summer. This improves the look, as well as
protects the structure. At the end of last year, the
kitchen ceiling was replaced to correct some upstairs plumbing problems.
The “Roofs Over Lewis River” continues. More cabins have been outfitted with
metal roofs. Our fall work week added to
the total of cabins with metal roofs. This is
important to keep moss buildup off of the
roofs to prevent damage from weight and
water.
We have had youth work crews from
the county come in to clear brush and reclaim some of our older areas that have
not been used for a time. A cabin behind
the caretaker’s residence has been exposed to
sunlight again!
We have also been doing repairs; the canteen
building had the
northeast corner and
about six feet of the
floor replaced. This
work was completed
prior to reunion.
Most importantly,
the campground continues to be a place
where many lives are
changed. Many people
come to the campground and meet the Lord Jesus
for the first time. It happens at our camps; it happens at our client’s camps. We provide the space
for that to occur.
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Remote Campground
Association Report

Submitted by Mike King, President, Board of Directors
3. Marketing effort for increasing camper days for
the year
Our main projects involved finishing the older cabin 4. Website update and revision
remodels. We took the three remaining cabins, split 5. Caretaker storage shed remodel/upgrade
the cabins into duplexes, reroofed, resided, insuFuture projects envilated, installed new doors and windows,
sioned include:
and trimmed everything out. A few minor finishing touches remain for the next
1. Additional
work party, but they are looking fine.
kitchen pantry for
Community of
Pudge Barnhart and a crew from Eugene
Christ food storage
insulated and sheet rocked the large
2. Maintenance area
room of the old kitchen building. It looks
development and
great.
shop building
3. Doors to separate
We did a few other smaller maintenance
kitchen from dining area
projects and called it a year for the upgrades.
4. Outside dining hall table storage area
Financially, the camp has touched a long-held goal 5. Large meeting hall area
of reaching breakWith the current economy in its unstaeven on our camping
ble condition, the harvesting of timber
income and expenses
is on hold while we wait for the housing
for the year. Normally
and construction sectors to recover and
we have drawn out of
lumber prices to stabilize. Thus our maour timber income for
jor source of income and funds for maoperational expenses
jor projects has dried up, and the Board
in addition to the imis taking a conservative approach to
provements we have
spending current reserves on new contaken on; not so this
struction until the economic stabilizayear — good for us!
tion has taken place. We will be doing ground work
for those projects envisioned and, as opportunity
Current projects on the schedule:
presents itself, progress will occur towards the
goals mentioned.
1. Electricity upgrades to the three small remodeled cabins and the caretaker residence
Thank you all for your spirited support.
2. Rain gutter upgrades to all the buildings
Camp Remote was quiet last year.
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Samish Island Campground
Association Report
Submitted by Glen Fishel, President, Board of Directors

50th Anniversary Celebration

continue for at least another year. Penny Chapman
is in her fourth year of serving as our Food Service
he big news in 2009 is the celebration of the Manager and will be continuing in 2010. Mark Chap50th anniversary of Samish Island Campman, serving as a Supporting Spouse Caretaker, has
ground being used by the Church for hosting again been a catalyst in the campground improveour youth, our families, our leaders, our congrega- ment projects, doing campground maintenance
tions, etc., along with
work, trying to
many non-church users in
figure out the
enjoying camping in a
Lake Freestad isbeautiful, peaceful and
sues, along with
inspiring atmosphere.
all the other supThe main event was held
port he helps
on May 2 and 3, with parPenny with such
ticipation of approxias recycling,
mately 150 people in atmaintenance, etc.
tendance. This event
He is employed by
featured presentations/
AARP, so we are
discussions regarding our
indebted to him
history, the history of
for having the enSamish from the perspecergy and willingtive of the Samish Nation
ness to do all this
who occupied the propin addition to his
erty at one time, the
job. This year,
story of the white setBob and Myrna
tlers first coming to SamLogan again
ish, and the Meditation people who use the Camp
served as Volunteer Caretakers doing mowing,
now by renting it for a number of activities each
ground maintenance and assisting Penny in the dinyear. The Dining Hall is decorated with 10 posters
ing hall. Their services are extremely helpful during
which record and illustrate various significant
our busy summer camping season.
points of history concerning the Camp. All are en2009 has been an outstanding year for the
couraged to view these posters.
Operational Program: Our income from camps and
On Sunday, May 3, an interfaith worship ser- our camper days have exceeded both our 2009
vice was held with the Samish Nation, Meditation
budget and our 2008 figures.
 Camper Days through September = 6,527, an
Groups and the Community of Christ all sharing in
increase over 2008 of 533 with six camps yet to
the service. Three of the Meditation Groups prego
sented a gift of a beautiful ceramic Prayer Wheel to
 Income through September = $199,736, an inthe Camp.
crease over 2008 of $17,641 with six camps yet
During the year, a photo of each camp was
to go
taken and displayed in the Dining Hall. Each camp
 2009 budget is $183,600
was asked to place something into a time capsule
The balances for the other funds as of Sepwhich will be preserved for opening at the 100th
Anniversary Celebration. Ground breaking was also tember 30 are:
 Operating Reserve Fund — $65,564
held for a labyrinth.
 Endowment Fund — $16,666
 Development Fund — $71
Operations and Financial Reports
Thanks to all who generously support our
Lee and Vi Scofield have completed seven
Samish Camp physically and financially.
years as our Camp Managers and wish to

T
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Outreach International
Annual Report

Submitted by Shirley Chapman, Washington Advisor

T

he Greater Pacific Northwest Mission Center  Redmond: Sent OI $1,000 gift for unrestricted
is “Doing Good” through Outreach Internause
tional
 Portland: Participates in the storyteller family
monthly program, $1,368
Congregation Partnerships
 Southridge: Collects funds with a Pennies from
Heaven Jar, challenges themselves to match
 Eugene: $500—NICARAGUA
their $500 budgeted
 Medford: $500—
OI Partnership, rePHILIPPINES
sponds to urgent re Renton: $500—
quests
PHILIPPINES
 Samish: $1200—HAITI
 University Place:
SCHOOLS
Responds to urgent
requests, $330.00
 Southridge: $500—
We apologize for
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
any gifts or support
(in their budget)
given that we may
 University Place:
have missed or not
$2500—HAITI SCHOOLS
recognized. Acknowl Yakima: $500—HAITI
edgement is to be
SCHOOLS
given to the special
role the Congregational OI Representatives play in
Reunion Partnerships
bringing all of this about.
 Samish 2009 Family Reunion: $1136.50—
PHILIPPINES (Unrestricted)
Individual Gift Contributions
Membership in the monthly Sustainable Good proReunion Fundraisers and Offering
gram, Tributes and Memorials, Bequests, participa Lewis River: $483.75—donated items sold in
tion in Corporate Matching Funds program. (These
“International Village” booth
dollar amounts are not known to us.)
 Remote Reunion: $927.00—“Passport Around
The dollar amounts are of interest and imporThe World” Event
 Samish Family Reunion: $1014.50—Worship Ser- tance; however, those are not intended to be the
vice offering, $220.00—one-day Espresso Wagon focus of this report. It is about helping people understand the tragedy of extreme global poverty. It
sales
is about being a part of the work of Outreach International working to end poverty through the SusOther Congregational OI Support
 Cottage Grove: Takes a weekly collection for OI tainable Good approach. Visit the OI display table
some time during the conference. Check out the
 Lacamas Heights: Collects change weekly in
new OI website:
memory of Rebecca Blair, special fundraisers
www.outreach-international.org
(potato feed, other)
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Outreach International
Testimony
Submitted by Lisa Robino, Oregon Advisor

No Longer “The People of the Trash”

I

n late 1999, I learned about an Outreach International site visit that had been scheduled for
Nicaragua. I knew right away that I wanted to
go, to see first-hand the work of OI. And so in January of 2000, I was off to Nicaragua. It turned out to
be one of the most extraordinary weeks of my life,
filled with deep sadness for
the poverty, warm new
friendships formed with
Nicaraguans, and joy for the
transformation and hope
Outreach was bringing.
My most heartbreaking experience was in the
community of El Pantanal.
There, we met with a
woman in her early 20s,
named Roberta, who was
quickly emerging as a
leader, as OI began working
in the community. Our
group fell silent as Roberta told us how residents of
El Pantanal were surviving by scavenging through
Granada’s city dump. Every day, men, women, and
children were walking miles to the site to search
for discarded food such as rice or candy. Starving
dogs were all around and vultures overhead; all
were competing for survival. Finding scrap materials that could be sold for income or used to fortify
their homes, was a goal as well. With tears streaming down her cheeks, Roberta told us about their
children who had died from eating spoiled food and
from disease caused by the lack of sanitation and
proper shelter. When I returned home from Nicaragua, I did the only thing I could do, I responded
generously and began sharing their story.

In 2004, I was blessed with the opportunity
to return to El Pantanal. How wonderful it was to
see Roberta, this time with a broad smile on her
face! The people of El Pantanal, who had been
mocked previously as “The People of the Trash,”
had accomplished great things: new sources of livelihood; nutritional, health, school and clothing programs for the children; homes of cement block with
corrugated tin
roofs; replacing
homes of scraps;
building family
outhouses, eight
community wells
and a community
center; vocational training
for adults;
emerging small
businesses; a security patrol;
and even a bus
stop for Granada
bus service! I was astonished and thrilled at what I
saw and heard; this time, Roberta and I shared
tears of joy! The residents and the community, with
the help of Outreach International and its participatory process, had been completely transformed!
My testimony is that every single dollar you
give to Outreach International helps to bring transformation and hope to those suffering in poverty. I
thank you, and the people of Nicaragua thank you. I
know they do, because they asked me over and
over again, to thank you on their behalf!
If you’re interested in experiencing a site
visit, I strongly encourage you! You can find information about upcoming site visits at:
www.outreach-international.org!
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Orphans Africa Report
Submitted by Michele Torrey, Secretary-Treasurer

T

his year has been an amazing year for Orphans Africa (OA). In July and August, OA
President Carl Gann, Vice-President Liza de
Guzman, and Secretary-Treasurer Michele Torrey,
traveled to Tanzania to assess and implement OA
projects. Staying in the homes of village leaders,
the OA team was continually inspired by the dedication and passion of their African field partners,
and what they have accomplished through OA’s
help. OA is pleased to report the
following:

Vwawa Secondary and Voc-Tech Training School
Last year, the Tanzanian government donated 80
acres to OA’s field partner for the development of a
boarding school for orphans. Although the least developed of OA’s projects, significant strides have
been made: 1) Demarcation and the planting of
1000 trees around perimeter; 2) A water well has
been dug and is fully operational; 3) Erection of
permanent signs on the property; 4) Funds provided
for the development of a master
plan for the Secondary Boarding
School and Voc-Tech Training
Mwaji Secondary School
School complex; 5) Construction on
Formerly a school made of sticks
a caretaker’s cottage has begun.
and thatch, Mwaji Secondary
This is OA’s most ambitious proSchool is well on its way to becomject, and will require an estimated
ing registered with the govern$200,000 for completion. It is OA’s
ment. Accomplishments this year
belief that the school/training ceninclude: 1) Completion of one perter will positively impact the lives
manent brick classroom; 2) A secof thousands of orphans in the
ond brick classroom nearing completion; 3) Installa- years to come, providing them with a quality edution of water well; 4) Completion of a 2-hole
cation and vocational skills.
teacher’s toilet; 5) Completion of 8-hole boys’ and
8-hole girls’ toilets; 6) Form Two students
Empowerment of Widows
(approximately 8th grade) will sit for their national OA is committed to improving the lives of widows
examinations in November; 7) Funding for textthrough providing them opportunities for business
books; 8) Salaries for teachers; 9) 130 orphan studevelopment. This year, OA has accomplished the
dents in attendance, all with uniforms. Funds are
following: 1) Provided funds to a widow to open a
still needed for more classrooms, desks, supplies,
pharmacy. Through her new occupation, Aisha is
dormitories, headmaster’s cottage, kitchen, and
able to provide for her family; 2) Provided funds to
dining hall.
widows in a remote village, to help improve their
“kuku” business—the keeping of chickens—for the
Majohe Primary & Nursery School
purposes of selling eggs and chickens at the market;
The most mature of all OA’s projects, the Majohe
3) Provided startup funds for a pilot microlending
School was registered by the government of Tanza- project. The pilot project will involve ten widows,
nia in September—a major milestone. Due to its
who will work as a team, both relying on and being
new status, the number of non-orphan students is
accountable to one another for the success of the
anticipated to increase, providing tuition that will
businesses and for the repayment of their misupport the orphan students in a self-sustaining
croloans.
model. OA accomplishments this year include: 1)
Of course, none of this would be possible
Completion of toilet facilities, including flush toiwithout the loyal, generous support of OA donors!
lets; 2) Completion of a water tower and well with Help OA continue to be a part of building world
electric pump; 3) Completion of two dormitories
peace and relieving poverty and human suffering.
(each will house 24 orphans); 4) A third dormitory
Together, we are hearing the voice of the poor. To
nearing completion. The Majohe School still needs become a part of the OA family, visit our display
funds to build a kitchen and dining hall for the table here at the Conference, or visit us online
orphans who will live on campus. A second
at www.orphansafrica.org. Asante sana!
septic tank is also required.
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Share & Care House Report
Submitted by Coralie Rose

Mission: Provide quality service to individuals of
any age, race, disability, or religion. Offer programs that help increase self esteem, enhance
living skills, and quality of life.

foster care. The Seattle client load quickly rose
from four to 55 clients.
In 2000, DDD asked SCH to serve 100 adults
living in Adult Family Homes.. Good Samaritan Outreach Services in Puyallup asked SCH to serve 100
hare & Care House (SCH) opened its doors in
mentally disabled clients. A Tacoma office client
1982—a small beginning in answer to a
was required by his care facility to have a legal
prompting discerned by Betty Fernandes.
guardian; he requested SCH service. Veterans AdStepping through the door of the little house loministration (VA) asked SCH to serve veterans as
cated in a former strawberry field, she heard the
Custodian of their VA benefits. SCH accepted all
cries for help from the people in the Puyallup com- these requests, becoming a Certified Professional
munity. As she stepped out of the small building
Guardian (CPG) Agency with three CPGs on staff.
near the Puyallup Congregation, the cries stopped. SCH is currently guardian for 130 people. Camp
However nebulous the need, the responders
Samish was initiated two years ago as a special and
stepped out in faith.
very popular overnight outing to Samish Island
Purchased through Community of Christ loCampground for a limited number of guardianship
cal and regional office donations and pledges, SCH clients. Typical client response is: “How soon can I
offered family/individual counseling, drug alcohol
come back?” In 2004, Highline Mental Health of Secounseling, and budget managing. In 1986, the
attle asked SCH to serve 70 of their clients. In 2007,
Washington Department of Social & Health Services the Tacoma office moved into a commercial build(DSHS) was searching for nonprofit organizations to ing purchased by SCH. Total SCH client load today
provide Protective Payee Services in the Puyallup
numbers over 1,000.
area. SCH was the only respondent, and volunteers
Membership of Charlene Hamblen and KenBarbara Crask (Credit Counselor), Betty Fernandes neth Fernandes in the Puyallup Homeless Coalition
(Social Worker) and Janice Gorrecht (Drug & Alcoraised SCH awareness of Puyallup’s considerable
hol Consultant) met with DSHS to begin the paper
homeless population. As a result, SCH purchased a
process for the long, still-existing relationship.
duplex to offer 90-day transitional housing to homeSome DSHS clients eventually transferred to Social less children and their families, scheduled to open
Security Administration (SSA) and continued with
November 15, 2009. Puyallup agencies are collaboSCH, providing Representative Payee Services. For
rating with SCH to furnish, supply and maintain the
several years, SCH clients numbered between 20
building.
and 60.
For the staff of SCH, Betty Fernandes’ vision
In August 1994, the SCH workload increased always moves before us. SCH’s logo is a house with
dramatically. SCH purchased its first computers,
a heart. The challenge remains to always listen to
and volunteers were augmented with hired staffing. the cries of the people within the context of the
On January 1, 1997, SCH became a nonprofit entity. services offered, to remember that each client is a
On October 3, 1996, SCH opened its Tacoma office person of great worth. These are high standards.
following an inquiry to, and a resounding “Yes”
These are Betty’s standards. They are pursued in
from, Tacoma Congregation. Early in 1997, Highland the daily activities of the entity she perceived
Park Congregation in West Seattle approved the
when, years ago, she stepped into the little, unsame approach from SCH to open an office in their named house.
building. In March 1999, the Seattle office was contacted by DSHS Division of Developmental DisabiliShare & Care House Goal: SCH is a nonprofit orties (DDD), which was searching for a nonprofit to
ganization which recognizes
manage income for disabled children in voluntary
the worth of each person.

S
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Hallelujah!
MISSION CENTER CONFERENCE 2009
S AT U R DAY N I G H T, 7 : 3 0 t o 9 : 0 0 p m

Join us for a fun and interactive family evening
of praise music featuring Webb of Life!
We will also enjoy a special encore performance
of “Parodies of the Decades”—enjoy a fun look
back at each decade of Samish Island’s 50 years
as one of our beloved campgrounds!
Free will donations benefit
Webb of Life & Outreach
International

Webb of Life is a
small group of instrumentalists and singers
who travel to congregations in
the Mission Center to facilitate a worship experience. Webb of Life has evolved out of a desire by these individuals
to make a joyful noise unto the Lord and anyone else who wants to listen
and participate. Much of the music the group uses is composed by Sandy Webb
-Johnsen and her brother, Dan Webb. They welcome invitations to come to your congregation to lead in a worship experience. Contact Sandy Webb-Johnsen at webbsongs@yahoo.com
or (253) 926-0206.
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Mission Center Events
2009-2010: Save these dates!
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Mark your calendars and plan to join us on the evening of

Sunday, December 6, 2009 as
Woodland Park Community of Christ
and the Taproot Theatre Touring Company present…

Meet Ogion, the comical and little-known fourth wise
man. Afraid of the dark, this befuddled hero has little
chance of following the Bethlehem star until he runs
into two thieves, Leah and Jacob, who believe it
would be profitable to assist this foolish (yet wealthy)
man. What they find at the journey’s end is a treasure
more wonderful than they could conceive.
Dinner will be served at 6:00 PM, and the “Foolish
Wiseman” will follow at 7:30 PM. Please contact
Jannette Harrison @ 206-533-8585 for reservations.
There is no charge for tickets, but reservations are
required.
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GPNW HUDDLE DATES
YOUTH VENTURE FOR CHRIST
CARAVAN 2010


JANUARY 16 – 17 ROSEBURG, OREGON



FEBUARY 20 - 21 MEDFORD, OREGON



MARCH 13 – 14 EUGENE, OREGON – AUCTION



APRIL 24 – 25 BEND, OREGON



MAY 15 – 16 MYRTLE POINT, OREGON



TRIP JUNE 19 – 27 LEAVING FROM: MEDFORD, ROSEBURG
AND EUGENE, ENDING AT REMOTE

Please plan on attending our dinner auction March 13, 2010 in Eugene. Housing
can be provided for out-of-town guests. This evening will be full of fun and fellowship and a nice dinner to top it off.
Thanks for your support,
Caravan 2010
Jody and Troy Barnhart
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“Save the Date”
Samish Family Reunion is July 11-17, 2010
Contact Cindie Ellwanger, reunion director if you would like to volunteer
253-333-0010
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SPECTACULAR 2010
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Conference Schedule
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2009
9-10 am

Registration—Pay for lunch, sign up for dine-around dinner location, visit fundraisers

10-10:45 am

Opening Worship

11-Noon

Delegate Orientation, Discussion

Noon-1:30 pm

Lunch—Enjoy a fabulous catered lunch on site;
pre-purchase of lunch tickets required

1:30-5:30 pm

Business Sessions

5:45-7:30 pm

Dine-Around Dinners,
including in-house Youth Fundraiser Dinner

7:30-9 pm

Family fun—Webb of Life performs, free will
offering to support Webb of Life and Outreach International

10:30-1:30am

Young Adults Bowling

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2009
8-9:30 am

Pastor’s Breakfast—Multnomah University

10-10:45 am

Youth-led Worship and Praise Service

11-12:30 pm

Ordination Service; Apostle Dale Luffman

12:30 pm

Conference Adjourns

NOTICE
The Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center has begun videotaping and photographing our conferences. We have undertaken this initiative to enhance the effectiveness of our communication both to our
current members and perhaps as an outreach tool in communities our mission center serves. We may use
this technology in a variety of ways that may include the preparation and distribution of DVDs, as well as
posting all or portions of our events on our website. We are providing this notice so that you are
aware of this activity. Participation in our events presumes your permission for us to use your
image in future communications. If you have questions, comments or concerns please feel
free to contact the Mission Center President or Financial Officer.

