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NOTICE
The Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center has begun videotaping and photographing our conferences. We have under‐
taken this initiative to enhance the effectiveness of our communication both to our current members and perhaps as an outreach
tool in communities our mission center serves. We may use this technology in a variety of ways that may include the preparation
and distribution of DVDs, as well as posting all or portions of our events on our website. We are providing this notice so that you
are aware of this activity. Participation in our events presumes your permission for us to use your image in future communications.
If you have questions, comments or concerns please feel free to contact the Mission Center President or Financial Officer.
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Parliamentary Guide
A main motion must be moved, seconded, and stated by the Chair before it can be discussed.
If you approve the motion as it is, vote for it.
If you disapprove the motion, in toto, vote against it.
If you approve the idea of the motion, but want to change it in some manner, move to amend it by adding,
deleting, or striking out a word, phrase, or section with a proposed substitute for it
If you want competent advice to help you to make your decision, move to refer the motion to an appropriate
person or committee with instructions to report back.
If you feel that they can handle it better than the assembly, move to refer the motion to a committee with,
power to act.
If you think that the assembly should not act on the motion, move that it lay on the table.
If you want time to think the motion over, move that consideration be deferred to a certain time.
If you think that further discussion is unnecessary, move the previous question.
If you think that the assembly should give further consideration to a motion referred to a committee, move
that the motion be recalled.
If you think that the assembly should give further consideration to a matter already voted on, move that it be
reconsidered. (This can be done only by persons who voted on the prevailing side of the decision).
If you think that a matter introduced is not germane to the matter at hand, a question of order may be
raised.
Nominations are not seconded, only motions are seconded.
LEGISLATIVE, ADMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICIAL FUNCTIONS
"No legislative body (i.e. Mission Center Conference) can rightfully take to itself administrative or judicial
functions, such as initiating calls to priesthood (clearly an administrative function) or trying a church member
accused of transgression (a judicial function)." Rules and Resolutions, Herald House, 1980, p. 14.
REFRAINING FROM ATTACKING A MEMBER'S MOTIVES
"When a question is pending, a member can condemn the nature of likely consequences of the proposed
measure in strong terms, but he/she must avoid personalities, and under no circumstances can he/she attack
or question the motives of another member...” Robert's Rules of Order (Revised), Scott, Foreman & Co., 1970,
p. 331.
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Together We Can
Special Welcome Music: Days of Elijiah .................................................... Tom and Andy Elhardt, Cowlitz Valley
Invocation ................................................................................................................ Leah Wheeler, Garden Grove
Reading of Peace (Responsive Reading) ............................................................... Eleanor Bessonette, Redmond
Leader:

God, who is always beside us and loves us, help us to find strength to defend
justice in this world with simple acts in our daily lives.
Congregation: Help us build peace.
Leader:
Awaken in us, united hearts, minds and ears open to hear your permanent
word and make it real in our people.
Congregation: Help us build peace.
Leader:
Sustain us in difficult moments so that we may not fall into lies or hypocrisy;
help us proclaim freedom through truth.
Congregation: Help us build peace.
Leader:
Give us the privilege to raise up every day, in our home, places of work, of
study, in towns where we live, an altar in your name.
Congregation: Help us build peace.
Leader:
Take away the veil from our eyes so that we can see you walking among the
defenseless, homeless, sick, unemployed, the discriminated; for we all walk
with you, many times by the hand and we down’ know it.
Congregation: Help us build peace.
Leader:
Infuse our strength and love for you, so that we may speak with the truth, un‐
mask evil, build a new world with bricks of hope, justice and peace.
Congregation: Help us defend peace, which we can only build from freedom, freedom you
give us through your Word, of Christ and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
— Virginia B. Minico
Hymn: Gather Us In...................................................................................................................................... Page 8
Offertory

................................................................................................................... Steve Pomeroy, Renton

Special Music: Together We Can by Tom Elhardt ..................................... Tom and Andy Elhardt, Cowlitz Valley
Together We Can ...................................................................................... Kathy Sharp, Mission Center President
DVD: Open the Eyes of My Heart Lord
It Can Happen, the Irena Sendler Story ................................................... Mike Bessonette, Mission Center Staff
Hymn: Weave............................................................................................................................................... Page 9
Prayer of Blessing and Benediction .................................................................................. Jim Lloyd, Myrtle Point
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Delegate Orientation & Discussion
Facilitating, Mission Center Officers
Lead Musician, Mary Richardson
Prelude ........................................................................................................................................ Mary Richardson
Welcome and Announcements................................................................................ Kathy Sharp and Shari Amos
*Hymn: How Majestic Is Your Name, sung twice
*Invocation ......................................................................................................................................... Jim Williams
*Piano Response ........................................................................................................................ Mary Richardson
Delegate Orientation and President’s Annual Report ...............................................Kathy Sharp, Page 6, 11‐17
Presentation and Review of Financial Reports
and 2009 Mission Center Budget ................................................................................. Bill McFarlin, Pages 18‐33
*Hymn: Jesus Is the Rock, sung twice
*Benediction .........................................................................................................................................Tore Nilsen
*Response
Recess for Lunch .................................................................................................................................. Pages 34‐35
Parents, please pick up your child from daycare for lunch. Daycare resumes at 1:45 p.m.
Seventies, High Priests and Aaronic Ministers are meeting onsite in announced areas. Lunches will be served
in your meeting rooms.
Lunch on your own or catered lunch for those with advance reservations/meal tickets in downstairs fellowship
hall. Thank you to Jim and Patty Balsiger for catering.
Business Meeting convenes at 1:45 p.m. ............................................................................................ Pages 36‐38
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President’s Report—Fall 2008, Page 1
The 2008 annual report of the Greater Pacific Northwest Mission Center (with the year still in progress) is a
story of visionary disciples responding to new calls, deepening ecumenical relationships for peace and justice,
new cross‐generational understandings to reframe a 21st century church, new mission in congregations and
a deepening sense of hope for the future in Community of Christ.
Mission Center staff members encourage; facilitate; model; challenge; bring people with similar interests to‐
gether; and offer guidance, inspiration, resources and practical ministerial help. Yet nothing happens without
your prayers, plans and follow‐through. To God and you goes the glory!
Together We Can! Disaster Relief at Home
Since last we met, extraordinary coastal windstorms, interior flooding and mudslides pummeled the Pacific
Northwest and shut down Interstate‐5 and wiped out families and farms. With a $6,250 gift from World
Church oblation, plus an additional $4,500 contributed by you, we were able to join others in food relief, ani‐
mal care and emergency support to families. Thank you!
MISSION CENTER MILESTONES
New Volunteers Bring Supportive Ministry to Congregations
In 2008 we recruited 10 new volunteers to minister to single congregations and participate, as available, in
Mission Center staff activities. This approach seems to be more doable and satisfying for congregations and
the Volunteer Congregational Support Ministers. We thank them for their commitment and service. (See
Business Meeting agenda for complete list.)
New Priesthood Capacity
Five people accepted calls, prepared, were sustained by mission‐center conference action and were ordained
to serve as evangelists, high priests and seventies. Already, we are feeling the impact and blessings of their
expanded ministry. Across the mission center, 51 new priesthood calls for deacons, teachers, priests and eld‐
ers were initiated at local congregations this year. These candidates invested time in study and prayer as they
consider and prepare for further ministry and ordination. Thank you to all who have taught classes and men‐
tored these developing leaders. Personally, I want to thank you for your World Mission Tithes that fund the
costs of my seminary study at Graceland University. This rigorous program has deepened my ability to more
effectively minister to you, and I am grateful to you for supporting my investment of time into this program.
We Honor and Re‐focus with Staff Transitions
With many volunteer and paid staff openings in late 2007 and 2008, we’ve redefined positions as part of our
hiring process. The Mission Coordinator/Congregational Support Minister in the Seattle area, vacated by
Christian Skoorsmith in February, remains open. However, Steve Pomeroy has accepted a one‐half time in‐
terim position to help out until June 30, when we expect to have the position filled with a full‐time person.
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President’s Report—Fall 2008, Page 2
Karen Short was hired in May as the new Mission Center Communications Coordinator, and effective No‐
vember 1, Diane Bulseco will fill the Membership Services Administrator position (Mission Center Recorder).
We are blessed that Elva Eliason has agreed to work part‐time until January 15 to help Diane make a smooth
transition to her new role.
Bold Moves Committee Formed to Launch GPNW Mission Grants
Authorized and funded by the 2007 Mission Center Conference, the Bold Moves strategic initiative to fund
new ministry and mission within our Mission Center will ramp up this quarter, under the leadership of Steve
Pomeroy. The mission‐center wide committee was announced this spring.
Ecumenical Relationships Grow, Bring Voice to our Identity and Mission
The involvement of Portland Pastor Brad Shumate on the board of Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon (EMO)
continues to bear fruit. Last spring Brad represented our mission center and EMO with the National Council
of Churches to lobby the U.S. Congress on environmental issues. Blake Puckett continues to serve on the
board of Seattle University’s School of Theology and Ministry, and in King County (Greater Seattle area), I am
a board member for the Church Council of Greater Seattle. In Redmond and Renton, Community of Christ
participates ecumenically to serve meals to homeless and the needy.
Spring Workshops Reframe Identity, Message and Mission for Seekers and Members
Under the leadership of Congregational Support Minister Francine Inslee with content support and training
by Apostle Susan Skoor, mission center staff offered “Identity, Message and Mission” workshops at Univer‐
sity Place Congregation and Albany Congregation. The workshop helped each of the 140+ participants under‐
stand and articulate the identity of Community of Christ and personalize that message for witness. The work‐
shop can be customized for congregations. Francine also teaches Preaching and Public Ministry. Contact
Francine at Francine@cofchrist‐gpnw.org to schedule a customized workshop for your congregation.
Legions Lead, Serve, Attend Retreats, Youth Camps, Caravan, SPEC and Reunions
Still one of our best outreach and evangelizing ministries, our spring and summer calendar was filled with six
well‐attended reunions blessed with World Church ministry, 11 youth camps, a large youth caravan venturing
into Idaho, a Northwest delegation of 50 high‐school students plus staff to Spectacular and many well‐
attended retreats. Thanks to our all‐volunteer Youth Camping Council, camp directors, cooks and staff and to
our mission center‐ and congregation‐funded scholarships, we’ve continued to keep our camps affordable
and welcoming. An intensified communications effort and outreach beyond our membership for campers
reversed our downward camping attendance trend from 2007. New volunteers to plan and support these
activities are always welcome!
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President’s Report—Fall 2008, Page 3
Most of these activities were located at our three campgrounds. Special thanks to these campground boards,
caretakers and volunteers who maintain and develop these facilities all year long. They accomplished many
outstanding improvements in 2008!
Here are highlights from our three family reunions:
Remote Family Reunion
Remote Campground provided the beautiful and serene setting in which Apostle Susan Skoor,
Elder Debbie Sullivan, and Brian and Vera Entwistle (visiting from Australia) provided insight‐
ful and caring ministry. A total of 151 attendees touched each other’s lives at some point dur‐
ing the week, with 93 being full‐time. The community groups patterned after the World
Church recommendation brought a sense of unity and responsibility. An Outreach Interna‐
tional activity, talent show, women’s tea, men’s games and baptism service were memorable
times of fellowship! An opportunity to share with others a “You Make a Difference” blue rib‐
bon throughout the week provided an uplifting, one‐on‐one ministry. We were challenged to
build and live community wherever we find ourselves, to realize that peace is a process and,
as a gift from God, must be realized inwardly and expressed outwardly.
—Vivian Nash, Reunion Director
Samish Island Family Reunion
More than 165 people registered for the Samish Family Reunion, and many more drop‐ins
came. Tom Mountenay was our guest minister, and he was fabulous; funny, too, might I
add. Young adults met with mission center staff for a luncheon and also participated in sev‐
eral worships. With daily themes of different continents, we were able to share in commun‐
ion "African style" on Wednesday evening. You could feel the spirit throughout the week, and
we concluded with a kid‐friendly Medieval Faire in the afternoon and a baptismal service on
Friday evening. Spread the news, Reunion 2009 will be here before you know it!
—Cindie Ellwanger, Reunion Director
Lewis River Family Reunion
Lewis River Reunion was a combination of worship, fun, classes, music, cleaning and fellow‐
ship. Barbara and Charlie Carter and Kathy Sharp were our very effective guest ministers.
Charlie led us in upbeat and energizing worship. Barbara presented a thoughtful and meaning‐
ful adult class. Kathy challenged us with thought provoking and current topics during after‐
noon chats. All three gave inspiring sermons and testimonies during worships and campfires.
Children and youth classes were prepared and presented with loving dedication from tireless
volunteers. Afternoon activities included swimming, crafts, projects for the grounds, an instru‐
ment jam session and a big Outreach International Village fundraiser. A big thank you goes out
to all who volunteered for anything and everything. The attendance was around 175. See you
next year! —Shari Amos, Reunion Director
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President’s Report—Fall 2008, Page 4
Bend Institute Brings Missionary Zeal and Tools from Chattanooga
Bend Institute invited Jimmy Munson and Steve Koehler, experts from Community of Christ’s Chattanooga
Project, to share their personal testimonies of evangelism. Jimmy and Steve brought powerful, practical, do‐
able advice about how to bring a witness of Jesus Christ to the neighborhood around your church. This year,
many new attendees came from Garden Grove and TCC. Jimmy and Steve worked with each group of congre‐
gational representatives to determine next steps in evangelism and inviting ministries—and they are check‐
ing up to encourage our follow‐though.
Young Adults Connect, Challenge the Generational Divide
Young adults continue to expand their self‐organized networks, fellowship and ministry. Beyond holding their
own frequent activities, they also minister together in mission center congregations. Their fall young‐adult
retreat at Samish Island, with World Church guest minister Erica Blevins‐Nye, drew 40 people. The Young
Adults also helped carry out the “Blessing Our Children and Future Generations” gathering to encourage
cross‐generational understanding and change in church ministry.
Blessing Our Children and Future Generations
Thanks to our mission center evangelists and young adults committee, nearly 150 members, age 15 on up,
gathered in Portland September 26‐28 to engage in honest, cross‐generational dialog about their most
meaningful spiritual experiences and to express their yearnings for church fellowship that meets the needs of
younger generations. Guest minister Erica Blevins Nye defined the perspectives of different generations. Pre‐
siding Evangelist David Brock, with Carolyn Brock, presented an expanded view of the ministry of the evan‐
gelist. Ideas for change and commitment statements were shared and recorded from each small group. The
ground‐breaking work from this event will continue at mission center events and at the local level in congre‐
gations. Special thanks to all the organizers of this major event, especially Evangelists John Berger and Dean
Wight. Visit www.cofchrist‐gpnw.org/evangelist.htm for resources.
Thank You for Your Financial Support
As you can see by reviewing the financial pages, mission center staffing and activities depend on our Operat‐
ing Investment Fund and our annual congregational allocations. In 2007, almost every congregation met its
allocation, and we hope 2008 is on track for similar results. Thank you!
Promising Directions/Help us Measure and Course Correct
As I’ve ministered and stayed in contact with congregations across the mission center, I continue to be im‐
pressed with the bold mission initiatives, unique to each congregation’s identity, that are launched or
“counting down” on the launch pad. Selecting 10 to highlight, I hope you’ll bring these back to your home
congregations to consider duplicating one there. (See “STEAL 10 IDEAS FOR MISSION!”)
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President’s Report—Fall 2008, Page 5
Now it’s time to evaluate just how well our Mission Center is working to serve its membership, seekers, and
surrounding communities. Beginning at this conference, delegates will begin measuring what is working well
and what needs to change to advance our mission to proclaim Jesus Christ and advance the Peaceable King‐
dom. Pastors and mission center staff also will collect benchmark data to find out how and what we’re doing
in our congregations. We commit to sharing the evolving evaluation plan and results openly.
Counsel in Doctrine & Covenants 163:11b reminds us that many issues “could easily consume the time and
energy of the church.” However, the challenge before a prophetic people is to discern and pursue what mat‐
ters most for the journey ahead.
Thank you for being faithful companions on this journey in 2008. I look forward to the miracles and blessings
God has in store for us in 2009!
Respectfully submitted,
Kathryn Sharp, Mission Center President

STEAL 10 IDEAS FOR MISSION!
GPNW Congregations Looking Outwards, On the Move
Each year I highlight a few Good News examples from our 40‐plus congregations. Enjoy!
1. Anchorage, AK—Converting Assets to Mission, Re‐planting
Anchorage sold its church building earlier this year for nearly $1 million to realign assets so they could
focus on replanting and mission. They plan to self‐fund a full‐time young adult minister to deliver Wrap‐
around ministry to young adults and young families. Wraparound is a community engagement tool to
help individuals and families get their needs met—needs which often include spirituality and community.
Contact Pastor Jim Williams, james.williams@acsalaska.net.
2. Auburn, WA—Empowering Young Adults/Sunday‐School Evangelism
Young adults (under 40) with children are coming to church and actively taking on responsibilities, while
older members support and mentor. For the second year, Auburn launched a very successful Sunday
School kickoff for the community, with 100 people attending, including 30 children. This year’s kickoff
featured an outdoor barbecue, bouncy house, piñatas, field games, live music, and a “pie‐in‐the face” ex‐
travaganza. Auburn gives $100 camp scholarships to all camping‐aged youth who attend Sunday School
70 percent of the time. Contact Pastor Lynn Roberts, lmroberts1@comcast.net.

Page 15

Together

We

Can

President’s Report—Fall 2008, Page 6
3. Bremerton, WA—Small Change to Change the World
Since 2007, members contributed their pocket change each Sunday into a large jar for “coins for kids.”
When the jar was full, they donated it to Orphans Africa to help orphans and widows in Tanzania. These
people were real to them because they’d seen their photographs and knew their stories, told by Carl
Gann, Michele Torrey and Liza de Guzman, who provide direct ministry to Bremerton and in Tanzania.
Now the empty jar is being refilled again each Sunday. Contact Pastor Stacie Simmons Bates,
s_bates@wavecable.com.
4. Cowlitz Valley, WA—Taking Back our Streets: Partners Fight Drug Addiction
“Meth” addiction is very prevalent in Cowlitz County, and Cowlitz Valley Congregation decided to make a
difference. They secured community partners to hold an educational outreach program with experts
from their congregation, a street ministry, faith‐based recovery programs and many social service agen‐
cies. They publicized their event through the schools. More than 100 people attended. The partnership is
committed to more outreach and services to addicts. Contact Pastor Tom Elhardt, tje51@comcast.net.
5. East Wenatchee, WA—Entering Personal, Congregational Discernment
East Wenatchee recently began a guided, personal/corporate discernment process so they can better re‐
spond to God’s call in the Wenatchee area. They are exploring their core values and beliefs as a congrega‐
tion and in relation to Community of Christ. They are wrestling with the question: What does our re‐
sponse to the call of God to be a signal community of Christ in the Wenatchee area look like? They com‐
mit to spending time daily in prayer both for themselves and each other. Contact Congregational Support
Minister Blake Puckett, bpuckett@cofchrist‐gpnw.org.
6. Garden Grove, WA—Visioning Leads to Ministry to Foster Families
Congregational visioning last year led Garden Grove to their shared commitment to working with youth.
This year they saw an opportunity to address an unmet need for Clark County’s foster parents: a night
out! Partnering with a foster‐parent liaison for Clark County, the congregation debuted, “Fostering Fun.”
Twenty‐five children came for pizza, games, crafts and a movie, while their foster parents had a rejuve‐
nating break from child care. Another church is hosting next. Garden Grove hopes to offer the program
quarterly. Contact Co‐pastors Susan Gregory, Susan.Gregory3@verizon.net, and Karen Sundstrom,
res1rilc@verizon.net.
7. Redmond, OR—Jericho Table: Ecumenical Ministry to Homeless, Hungry
Jericho Table provides free meals for the homeless and needy two evenings a week. The program is
hosted by four local denominations. Each congregation serves the meals and pays for all food served.
More than 2,400 meals will be served this year. The Redmond Community of Christ has had 21 members
of their congregation participate (youth as well as adults). Ecumenical connections are being forged
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President’s Report—Fall 2008, Page 7
which will aid all of our combined efforts to be advocates for peace and justice. Contact CPI Pastor/
Counselor John Smallwood, rnjgolf@msn.com.
8. Renton, WA—Shared Space with Preschool Yields Dividends for Both
Highlands Preschool, now serving 170 families, has shared the Renton church facility for more than five
years. This summer the preschool presented the church a gift of $15,000. The two groups partnered to
repaint and install new floor coverings and generally refurbish major portions of the building. This fall,
Renton Congregation youth asked to throw a Halloween party for the preschool. The youth invited their
friends to help run the games and hand out prizes, while older members of the congregation helped with
decorations, refreshments and supporting the youth. Nearly 200 people attended. Guests received invita‐
tions to worship and fellowship events. Contact Karen Short, kshort@cofchrist‐gpnw.org.
9. Roseburg, OR—Eastside Community Garden Grows Healthy Food, Friends, Partners
Roseburg began a community garden as a path to outreach and service. Since winning a funding grant
from Oregon State University, they have attracted other partners and media interest. They are now set‐
ting dates to canvass the neighborhood and hold an organizing meeting to build interest in the project.
They anticipate subsequent meetings, potlucks, fundraisers and educational events—with opportunities
also to invite new friends to joining their church fellowship. Since the community garden project began,
Roseburg has restarted its Christian education and Wednesday evening fellowship. Contact Pastor Mike
King, mikeking1950@hotmail.com.
10. Salem, OR—In‐house Food Pantry, Winning Tangible Love Grant
After many years of consistent giving to area food banks (becoming famous as “the Butter Church”), Sa‐
lem envisioned being a food pantry within their own facility. This year they won a Tangible Love Grant
from Community of Christ to help fund building and other improvements. They are upgrading their elec‐
trical system and getting cabinets built. The Hispanic congregation that meets in their facility is partnering
with them to prepare for and staff the pantry. Flyers, signage and personal service will be available in
Spanish and English. They recently received approval from Oregon Food Bank to be a food pantry in their
system. The pantry will be open to clients from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. every Thursday. Salem will be "the
church that feeds the hungry!” Contact Co‐Pastor Dan Murphy, murphydan7@aol.com, or Margaret
Polly, queen_margaretpolly@hotmail.com.
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Financial Officer’s Report‐Fall 2008, Page 1
“Break free of the shackles of conventional culture
that mainly promote self‐serving interests.”
‐‐Doctrine & Covenants 163:9
The following is an update to the mission center on a variety of topics that fall under the purview of the mission center
financial officer.
Contributions
The total amount contributed to Congregational Ministries Mission Tithes (local operating) for all of the congregations
of the mission center combined during 2007 was $637,815. Total contributions to the Oblation Fund during 2007 from
the congregations of the mission center were $59,255. And to Oblation World Hunger were $36,522. And to World
Ministries Mission Tithes, $379,925. The total enrollment at the end of 2007 was 6142 members.
Sharing Equally
The Presiding Bishopric has encouraged each of us to share equally between Congregational Ministries Mission Tithes
(CMMT) and World Ministries Mission Tithes (WMMT). Based on the above contribution data, rather than being equal
(50/50), we are closer to 63/37 (CMMT/WMMT). Thank you for the generosity you continue to share and remember to
work toward sharing equally. The contributions we offer through World Ministries Mission Tithes allow the mission of
Jesus Christ to be shared right back here in the Pacific Northwest and around the world. Our generosity is a blessing to
the whole world.
Offertory Stories
Each month offertory stories are forwarded to congregational leaders for use during worship. These stories help us
connect with the mission of Jesus Christ as lived out in the lives of ministers around the globe. Thank you for your use
of these stories, as they help us all connect the dots between our giving and our shared mission as the Body of Christ.
Reports
Financial reports have been included in this conference bulletin for your review and use during this conference. The
formatting has been changed in recent years to help with readability. A copy of the annual audit is included in those
reports.
Allocations
There is a new allocation report included in the conference reports this year. Be sure to review that document to find
additional details about allocations. As of September 30, 2008, we had received about 73% of the total allocation for
the year. At that same time last year, 90% of the allocations had been received. At the end of 2007, 97% of allocations
had been paid. It is hoped by the end of November this year that all allocations will be paid in full, with the exception
of Montesano and Seaside. These two congregations decided to close this year and it is not expected that congrega‐
tions that close and direct their assets to the mission center would pay allocations.
The total proposed allocations for 2009 represent a decrease of about 10%, however, due to having 2 fewer congrega‐
tions, the perceived decrease by the remaining congregations will be more like 9% on average.
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Financial Officer’s Report‐Fall 2008, Page 2
The following shows the total allocation budgets since the beginning of the mission center in 2004:
GPNW Congregational Allocations

$220,000
$200,000
$180,000
$160,000
$140,000
$120,000
$100,000

Allocations

2004

$207,720

2005

$178,201

2006

$123,027

2007

$123,328

2008

$129,746

2009

$116,507

Timberline
The Presiding Bishopric has established a relationship with Timberline Investments, a property value maximization
company. Their role is to help us make the best, most informed decisions possible regarding our properties, so that
resources can be freed for mission. We have engaged their services on several of our properties.
Properties
Anchorage—As a result of a strategic planning and discernment process, this congregation chose to sell it building and
develop an alternative model for congregational life. Their building sold at the end of 2007. Timberline was consulted
regarding this property.
Bellevue—The Bellevue property continues to appreciate in value in spite of the current economic downturn and the
housing and mortgage industry crisis. Timberline has recommended some engineering studies prior to considering the
sale of the property.
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Financial Officer’s Report‐Fall 2008, Page 3
Bellingham—As reported last year, the Bellingham property was sold in November of 2006 for $505,000.
Bend—This congregation is in the midst of a major project regarding the future of their congregation and its 29 acres.
We are excited about the potential this has for this congregation, the Bend community and surrounding areas. Timber‐
line has been consulted regarding this project.
Bridgeport—This congregation has decided to meet in a location that is closer to the majority of its members and to
sell its building in Bridgeport. We hope to have this property listed in the near future.
Centralia—As reported last year, the loan we were holding for this property was paid in full in September 2007.
Federal Way—The Federal Way property was sold in November 2007 for $675,000.
Klamath Falls—As a result of changes in congregational composition, this congregation has chosen to sell their building
and develop an alternative model for congregational life. We hope to have this property listed in the near future. Tim‐
berline has been consulted regarding this property.
Lake Louise Campground—The campground has been listed for a year and has had limited interest.
Montesano—Timberline has evaluated this property and we hope to have it listed soon.
North Bend—The North Bend property was sold in November 2007 for $199,000.
Port Angeles— As reported last year, the loan we were holding for this property was paid in full in September 2007.
Seaside—Timberline has evaluated this property and has recommended the use of some consultants regarding issues
such as wetlands. We hope to have this property listed sometime in the coming year.
Vashon Island—Following some research on the Vashon Island property, it appears as though the property may be
buildable. Some additional research and design work will need to be done to confirm this, but we are hopeful at this
time. Timberline has been consulted regarding this property.
Others—There are several other congregation that are dealing with various real estate and building issues, ranging
from installing fences and electrical service to major additions to possibly selling their buildings.
2007 Camp/Retreat/Event/Activity Summary
A review of the final numbers for our 2007 camps, retreats, events and activities shows these events had a combined
operating cost of almost $193,000 and had over $24,000 in mission center support.
Operating Investment Fund (OIF)
The OIF is an extremely important fund for our mission center. It serves the following crucial purposes:
‐earning income for the operating fund
‐funding church expansion and plants
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‐covering the cost of maintaining and selling mission center properties and, when required, congregational
properties
‐the special function of Operating Reserves
‐funding Bold Moves
The following shows the composition of the Operating Investment Fund as of 6/30/08:

Operating Investment Fund
Operating
Reserve, $87,575
, 3%

Seaside Property,
$500,000 , 15%

North Bend
Contract, $2,198 ,
0%

Operating
Investment,
$2,366,117 , 70%

Bellevue Property,
$300,000 , 9%
Montesano
Property,
$100,000 , 3%

Investment Issues
Recent economic issues in the US and worldwide have created a significant amount of anxiety regarding investment for
many people. The investment strategy we employ and the spending plan we use throughout the church and specifi‐
cally here in the GPNW Mission Center is designed to minimize the adverse impact of significant swings in the market.
Our investments are there for the long term, so fluctuations are expected. The markets go up and they go down. In
the long run, they almost always perform well. “Pool A” had had positive returns for 14 quarters from 2004‐2007. Our
investments benefited from those earnings. The first half of this year has seen a negative return of 6.75%. We will not
be surprised to see a negative return for the second half of the year as well. Over time, we expect to see the returns
become positive again, which will more than make up for recent losses—again, over time.
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Training
Trainers for the Good$ense Budget Course are available to help your congregation and its members learn how to bet‐
ter manage their finances. With all that is going on in the economy, it is a perfect time to offer this course. You may
also want to consider inviting others from the community to benefit from this training. It can be a wonderful outreach
tool. The trainers’ contact info can be found in the mission center directory.
The Presiding Bishopric has recently recommended resources developed by Dave Ramsey. His materials focus on elimi‐
nating debt and go by the names Total Money Makeover and Financial Peace University. We are hoping to have some
trainers in place in this coming year that can help you offer these resources in your congregation.
Online Event Registration
Earlier this year we started using an online event registration website called EventBrite. We piloted this online registra‐
tion process with a few staff events to determine the feasibility of using it for all of our camps, retreat and other
events. We are still in the evaluation process, but hope to have it available for the 2009 camping season. It will allow
us to accept debit and credit card payments for event registrations. More information will be coming after the first of
the year.
Online Contributions
To help facilitate the use of EventBrite, as mentioned above, we have set up a PayPal account for the mission center.
By doing so, we have also opened the door to accepting online contributions. We are still developing the process and
will be testing it over the next few months for contributions to the mission center. If all goes as planned, we hope to
offer online contributions as an option for each of the congregations of the mission center. We will let you know how
things go.
Thank Yous
As always, I am extremely grateful for those who serve in roles that assist in the stewardship of the mission center re‐
sources. Among others, these include folks who serve on the Mission Center Finance Committee and Mission Center
Council, as well as those who are Good$ense Trainers, Bishops, Event Assistants, Backup Signers, Camp/Retreat/Event
Directors and Business Managers, and Congregational Financial Officers. Over 100 volunteers, dedicated disciples and
wise stewards, are involved in the financial management of our congregational and mission center resources. Thank
you to each of you for all that you do!
Conclusion
Together, we can fund the mission of the church in this part of the world into the future. Together we can. Together,
we are stronger, richer, wiser, more resilient, more durable and more holy. Together, we are the Body of Christ.
May we recognize the blessings of sacred community as we share in the mission of Jesus Christ—the realization of
God’s Peaceable Kingdom.
In the Peace of Jesus Christ,
William E. McFarlin, Bishop
GPNW Mission Center Financial Officer
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Local Restaurants
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Mexican – Acapulco, Baja Fresh
Fast Food – McDonald’s, Burger King, Arby’s, Jack‐in‐
the‐Box, Taco Bell
Italian and Pizza – Olive Garden, Old Chicago, Flying
Pie Pizzeria, Wall Street Pizza, Stark Street Pizza Co.
Family Restaurants – Elmer’s, Village Inn, Denny’s
Asian – Panda Express, Kaiten Umenoki Sushi, Bon
Teriyaki
Steak and Chicken – Saylor’s Old Country Kitchen
Buffet – Hometown Buffet
Fish – Newport Seafood Grill
Other – Red Robin, McMenamin’s
Coffee – Coffee’s On, Starbucks, Bi‐Partisan Café

Turn left at Burnside (1st light).
After 67th Street, veer right at the light; you will be on
Gilham Street, which turns into Thorburn Street, which
eventually turns into S.E. Washington.
• Stay on Washington – becomes a one‐way street.
• Most of the restaurants are after you cross Hwy. 205.
To return to the church, you will need to take SE Stark
Street, which hooks up to Burnside ‐ turn left. Watch the
lanes, as some run out before you know it.

All of these restaurants are in the general vicinity of Mall
205. Most of them are 2.6 miles from the church. The
streets are one way; Stark Street goes west, and Washing‐
ton Street goes east. The majority of the restaurants are in
the five‐block area by Mall 205, but some are either on the
way there or on the way back to the church.

•
•

DIRECTIONS
From the church, go west on Couch Street
Turn left (south) on 47th Street.

If you are in a hurry to eat, there is a pizza‐by‐the‐slice
joint at N.E. Glisan Street and 47th Street (about 5 blocks
from church). There is also a Subway at Burnside and 31st
Street. For those needing a Starbuck’s rush, there is one
very close at Glisan and 46th Street.
There are also many services in this area if you need them,
such as Office Max, Target, Home Depot and Mall 205. If
you need a drug store or grocery store, here are the clos‐
est ones:
nd
• Walgreen’s – Burnside and 82 Street (east of church)
th
• Fred Meyer – Glisan and 66 Street (Glisan is 4‐5
blocks north of the church, then go east)
th
• QFC Grocery – Burnside and 55 St. (about 8 blocks)

Portland
church
Mall 205
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Mission Center Business Meeting, Page 1
Delegates sit in assigned seating. All members and friends are welcome!
Facilitating, Mission Center Officers and Staff
Lead Musician, Mary Richardson
*Opening Praise Hymns: ............................................................................................................................ Mary Richardson
Sing a New Song ............................................................................................................................................Page 39
Praise Him, Praise Him ..................................................................................................................................Page 40
*Invocation .............................................................................................................................................. Christine Campbell
*Response
Announcements ................................................................................................................................................... Shari Amos
Call to Order ........................................................................................................................................................ Kathy Sharp
Roll Call of Congregations...................................................................................................................................... Delegates
Approval of Minutes:
• October 20, 2007 (Annual Mission Center Conference)............................................................................... Pages 41‐44
• Bold Moves Resolution ................................................................................................................................. Pages 45‐46
• June 14, 2008 (Special Conference – Priesthood Calls) .......................................................................................Page 47
REPORTS:
Acceptance of Mission Center President’s Annual Review .......................................................................... Kathy Sharp
Acceptance of Financial Report ................................................................................................................... Bill McFarlin
Youth Camping .................................................................................................................. Christie Ostendorp, Page 48
Youth Caravan ............................................................................................................................ Jody and Troy Barnhart
Spectacular Update......................................................................................................................... Dick “Jake” Harrison
Campgrounds Facility Reports
◊ Lewis River ................................................................................................................................................ Dave Polly
◊ Remote ........................................................................................................................................................ Eric King
◊ Samish ......................................................................................................................................................Glen Fishel
• Outreach International ......................................................................................... Jim & Shirley Chapman, Vivian Nash
• International Youth Forum 2009 ...................................................................................................... Eleanor Bessonette
• Staff Transitions
New Staff/Volunteers:
◊ Steve Pomeroy, Interim Puget Sound Pastor Support/Bold Moves
◊ Karen Short, GPNW Communications Coordinator
◊ Diane Bulseco, Membership Services Administrator
◊ Blake Puckett, East Wenatchee Congregational Support Minister
◊ Joe and Gloria Rasmussen, Lacamas Heights CSMs
◊ Steve Sauve, Bridgeport CSM
◊ Michele Torrey, Neilton CSM
◊ Sue and Tom Webber, Cowlitz Valley, CSMs
•
•
•
•
•
•

Retiring Volunteers/Staff
John Bonney, Albany CSM and Mission Center Council
Elva Eliason, Mission Center Recorder

◊
◊

*Hymn, Doxology .......................................................................................................................................................Page 49
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Motion to Recess and Reconvene in 20 minutes
BREAK
Meeting Called Back to Order ............................................................................................................................ Kathy Sharp
*Hymn, Community of Christ .................................................................................................................................... Page 50
NEW BUSINESS:
Sustaining of Mission Center Officers ............................................................................................................. Susan Skoor
Letters of Appointment by World Church Officers ............................................................................... Pages 51‐52
Introduction and Sustaining of Mission Center Recorder/
Membership Services Administrator, Diane Bulseco ........................................................................... Kathy Sharp
Sustaining of Mission Center Council ................................................................................................................. Kathy Sharp
The Council serves as an advisory body to the mission center president, financial officer and missionary coordinator on
matters affecting the core functions of the mission center.
The following names are submitted for consideration and approval for 2009:
John Berger, Evangelist, Washington
Vacancy, Oregon
Stan Corrington, High Priest, Washington
Naomi Jacks, Teacher, Oregon
Carla Nilsen, Member, Oregon
Steve Pomeroy, High Priest, Washington
Jim Williams, High Priest, Alaska

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Recognition for Mission Center Finance Committee ........................................................................................ Bill McFarlin
Stan Corrington, High Priest, Washington
George Hansen, Elder , Washington
Dan Jackson, Elder, Washington
Joe Rasmussen, Bishop, Washington
John Stephens, Bishop, Oregon
Debbie Sullivan, Elder, Oregon
Jim Williams, High Priest, Alaska

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sustaining of 2009 Youth Camping Council ............................................................................................ Kathy Sharp
Lewis River
Fae Jackson
Jan Polly
Erik Nilsen
‐

Christie Ostendorp, Chair
Remote
Jody Barnhart
Mike King
Katie O’Keefe‐Knobel
‐
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Mission Center Business Meeting, Page 3
PRESENTATION OF PRIESTHOOD CALL ................................................................................................ Apostle Susan Skoor
Through the testimony of the Holy Spirit, the following individual has received a call to priesthood and has been ap‐
proved by World Church leadership. This call is presented to you for your consideration and support of the ministry
offered.
Scripture: John 15:15‐16
I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called
you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me,
but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last. . . .
Call to the Office of Seventy, Dee Robino, Medford Congregation
Statement by Calling Officer ................................................................................................................. Apostle Susan Skoor
Statement by Candidate ..................................................................................................................................... Dee Robino
Written Testimony ........................................................................................................................................Page 53
Hymn, I Have Called You by Your Name .....................................................................................................................Page 54
Affirming Testimonies ............................................................................................................. Medford Pastor Dave Robino
Sustaining by Conference
Prayer of Support .............................................................................................................................. Seventy Kent Wheeler
CONSIDERATION OF 2008 BUDGET ................................................................................................................... Bill McFarlin
DELEGATE SURVEY .............................................................................................................................................. Kathy Sharp
*Hymn: Touch Me, Lord, with Thy Spirit Eternal........................................................................................................Page 55
*Benediction .......................................................................................................................... Evangelist Barbara Hawksford
*Response
Meeting Adjourned
• Dine‐Arounds or dinner on your own
• Authentic African Drumming and Dancing Benefit for Orphans Africa, 7:30 p.m. tonight. Fun for all ages. Free admis‐

sion. Donations encouraged. ................................................................................................................... See Pages 56‐58
• Afterwards, Laser Tag for Youth, grades 7‐12 (see Christie Ostendorp) and Young Adults Bowling (see Rachel Porter).
• 8‐9:30 a.m., Sunday, Pastor’s Breakfast, Doubletree Hotel, 1000 NE Multnomah Street, Portland.

Page 38

Together

We

Sing a New Song!

Page 39

Can

Together

We

Praise Him, Praise Him

Page 40

Can

HS #68

Together

We

Can

Minutes from Oct. 07 Conference, Page 1
GREATER PACIFIC NORTHWEST (USA) MISSION CENTER
ANNUAL CONFERENCE
PORTLAND CONGREGATION
October 20‐21, 2007
MINUTES
BUSINESS SESSION
October 20, 2007
CALL TO ORDER:
Greater Pacific Northwest (GPNW) Mission Center President Kathy Sharp called the Business Session of the
annual GPNW Mission Center Conference to order at 1:50 p.m. in the gymnasium of the Portland Congrega‐
tion, Portland, Oregon. Delegates representing each GPNW congregation were asked to stand and be recog‐
nized.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the GPNW Mission Center Annual Conference on October 21‐22, 2006 had been provided in con‐
ference materials. It was moved by Tom Elhardt, Cowlitz Valley Congregation, and seconded that the min‐
utes be approved as posted. By show of hands, the motion carried.
REPORTS:
Kathy Sharp called for a series of reports to the conference by various presenters, as follows:
• Mission Center Presidents’ Annual Review, Kathy Sharp
• Financial Report / Mission Center Properties, Bill McFarlin
• Legal Use of Music, Video, Mary Richardson
• Camping Team Update / Caravan, Christie Ostendorp and Mike King
• Spectacular Update, “Jake” Harrison
• Remote Campgrounds, Mike King
• Lewis River Campgrounds, Tim Polly
• Samish Campgrounds, Todd Sargeant
• Graceland University, Duke Matya
• Outreach International Fundraisers, Jim & Shirley Chapman and Vivian Nash
• Young Adults, Sean Langdon, Erik Skoor, Rachel Porter and Tim Soper
SUSTAINING OF MISSION CENTER OFFICERS:
Apostle Susan Skoor assumed the chair. She brought greetings from the World Church President and the
Twelve, noting that they were aware of the GPNW Conference deliberations and their thoughts were with
the body. Apostle Skoor expressed her appreciation for the good news that had been shared throughout the
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conference about congregational activities and for the acknowledgement of the excellent Mission Center
leadership of Kathy Sharp and Bill McFarlin.
Mission Center President:
Apostle Skoor read the First Presidency letter recommending that the Conference sustain the appointment of
Kathryn Sharp as President of the GPNW Mission Center.
It was moved by Ken Fernandes, Highland Park Congregation, and seconded that the Conference sustain the
appointment of Kathryn Sharp as President of the Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center. By show
of standing, the motion carried.
Mission Center Financial Officer:
Apostle Skoor read the First Presidency letter recommending that the Conference sustain the appointment of
Bill McFarlin as Financial Officer of the GPNW Mission Center.
It was moved by Bob Dobkins, Eugene Congregation, and seconded that the Conference sustain the appoint‐
ment of Bill McFarlin as Financial Officer of the Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center. By show of
standing, the motion carried.
SUSTAINING OF MISSION CENTER RECORDER:
It was moved by Terry Weaver, Redmond Congregation, and seconded that Elva Eliason be sustained as the
Mission Center Recorder. By show of hands, the motion carried.
SUSTAINING OF MISSION CENTER COUNCIL:
It was moved by Susan Gregory, Garden Grove Congregation, and seconded that John Berger, Evangelist,
Washington; John Bonney, Evangelist, Oregon; Stan Corrington, High Priest, Washington; Naomi Jacks,
Teacher, Oregon; Carla Nilsen, Member, Oregon; Steve Pomeroy, High Priest, Washington; and Jim Williams,
High Priest, Alaska, be sustained as the 2008 GPNW Mission Center Council. By show of hands, the motion
carried.
RECOGNITION OF MISSION CENTER FINANCE COMMITTEE:
Mission Center Financial Officer William (Bill) McFarlin expressed appreciation for the service of Stella Myers,
Member, Oregon, on the Finance Committee 2004‐2007. Members of the 2008 Finance Committee will be
Stan Corrington, High Priest, Washington; George Hansen, Elder, Washington, Dan Jackson, Elder, Washing‐
ton; Joe Rasmussen, Bishop, Washington; John Stephens, Bishop, Oregon; Debbie Sullivan, Elder, Oregon; Jim
Williams, High Priest, Alaska. By show of clapping, the conference expressed support and appreciation for
the 2007 and 2008 Finance Committee .
Page 42

Together

We

Can

Minutes from Oct. 07 Conference, Page 3
SUSTAINING OF MISSION CENTER HISTORIAN:
Kathy Sharp read a letter from Mark Scherer, World Church Historian, appointing Steve Pomeroy, Renton
Congregation, as GPNW Mission Center Historian. It was moved by Bob Dobkins, Eugene Congregation, and
seconded that the appointment of Steve Pomeroy as Historian be sustained. By show of hands, the motion
carried.
SUSTAINING OF MISSION CENTER YOUTH CAMPING COUNCIL:
Appointments to the 2008 Youth Camping Council were presented: Representing Lewis River Campground:
Christie Ostendorp, Chair; Fae Jackson; Jan Polly; Erik Nilsen. Representing Remote Campground: Jody Barn‐
hart; Dave Robino; Mike King; Katie O’Keefe‐Knobel. Representing Samish Campground: Nan Sargeant;
Laura Fish; Christine Campbell. One opening for Samish Campground, representing British Columbia, will be
appointed. It was moved by Leah Gowers, Bremerton Congregation, and seconded that the 2008 Youth
Camping Council be sustained. By voice approval, the motion carried.
SUSTAINING OF SHARE AND CARE HOUSE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Appointments of the 2008 Share and Care House Board of Directors were presented: Ken Fernandes, Presi‐
dent; Betty Fernandes, Treasurer; David Graybill; Karen Powers; Christie Skoorsmith; Rosemary Stark; Char‐
lene Hamblen, Executive Director, Ex‐officio member. It was moved by Roxanne Guenot, Lincoln City, and
seconded that the 2008 Share and Care House Board of Directors be sustained. By voice approval, the mo‐
tion carried.
DEPARTING STAFF RECOGNIZED:
The service of departing staff members was recognized: Jim Erlandson, Volunteer Congregational Support
Minister; Alan Condit, Volunteer Congregational Support Minister; Nan Sargeant, Communications Coordina‐
tor; Christian Skoorsmith, Mission Coordinator and Congregational Support Minister.
RECESS: The conference recessed until 4:15 p.m.
SETTING APART OF MISSION CENTER PRESIDENT:
With Apostle Susan Skoor and High Priest Steve Pomeroy officiating, Kathryn Sharp was set apart as the
Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center President.
PRESENTATION OF PRIESTHOOD CALLS:
Susan Denise Gregory – Call to High Priest:
It was moved by Cyndee Pearson, Southridge Congregation, and seconded that the Conference sustain and
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support a call to High Priest for Susan Gregory, Garden Grove Congregation. By show of hands, the motion
carried.
Dean Thomas Wight – Call to Evangelist:
It was moved by Lorraine Coleman, Crystal Springs Congregation, and seconded that the Conference sustain
and support a call to Evangelist for Dean Wight, Crystal Springs Congregation. By show of hands, the motion
carried.
Apostle Susan Skoor, calling officer for both priesthood candidates, brought her testimony of their callings, as
did members from the Conference. John Berger, Evangelist, offered a prayer of support.
GPNW MISSION CENTER 2008 BUDGET:
It was moved by John Stephens, Portland Congregation, and seconded that the GPNW Mission Center 2008
Budget be adopted as presented in Conference materials. By show of hands, the motion carried.
BOLD MOVES RESOLUTION:
It was moved by Tore Nilsen, Tuality Congregation, and seconded that the GPNW Mission Center Bold Moves
Resolution authorizing funding of up to $25,000 in total per calendar year from the Operating Investment
Fund for Bold Moves: GPNW Mission Center Plants, Re‐Plants and New Ministries, be approved. By show of
standing, the motion carried.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, President Kathy Sharp adjourned the meeting at 5:15 p.m. until the 2008
Annual Conference, or at the call of the Mission Center Presidency.

Respectfully submitted,
Elva J. Eliason, Recorder
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Bold Moves Resolution
Resolution Authorizing Funding for Bold Moves: GPNW Mission Center Plants, Re‐plants and New Ministries
Whereas the Community of Christ is committed to carrying out the cause of God’s peaceable kingdom in the
world, including promoting community and proclaiming Jesus Christ; and
Whereas Article VI, Section 1, of the World Church Bylaws, describing the roles and responsibilities of Mis‐
sion Centers, designates Mission Centers as responsible for church planting and financial resource develop‐
ment and support for church growth; and Whereas the Mission Center Operating Investment Fund serves in
part as a resource for church growth, specifically church planting, re‐planting and new ministries (See
definitions below); and
Whereas at present there is no local mechanism in place to direct applications or process proposals to access
small seed grants for plants, re‐plants and new ministries supported by Mission Center funds, technical assis‐
tance and oversight; and
Whereas existing congregations may benefit from financial and conceptual assistance in undertaking new
ministries to answer local needs; and
Whereas a well understood, consistent process for objective evaluation of grant proposals may encourage
congregations to envision new ministry and mission with the help of startup financial support from the Mis‐
sion Center; and
Whereas projects needing significant financial assistance also can apply for matching funds from World
Church grants and bring larger funding requests annually to the Mission Center Conference for approval;
therefore,
Be it Resolved, that the Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center (hereafter referred to as “Mission
Center”) clarify opportunities available for financial assistance for church planting, re‐planting and new minis‐
tries within the Mission Center; and be it further
Resolved, that the Mission Center activate a process by which World Church officers or Mission Center lead‐
ership, congregations or members can submit proposals for mission within our jurisdiction and apply for
funding of church plants, re‐plants and new ministries; and be it further
Resolved, that the Mission Center allocate up to $25,000 in total per calendar year from the Operating In‐
vestment Fund for the purpose of qualified church plant, re‐plant and new ministries support; and be it fur‐
ther
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Bold Moves Resolution, page 2
Resolved, that a Greater Pacific Northwest Mission Center Grants Committee be created and empowered for
the sole purpose of establishing guidelines, evaluating and granting proposals received. This committee will
be composed of the Mission Center President, the Mission Center Financial Officer, the Mission Center Mis‐
sionary Coordinator; and members from within the Mission Center as appointed by the Mission Center Presi‐
dent: to include one member of the Mission Center Council, one member of the Mission Center Finance
Committee, one member of the Quorum of Seventy, and one member at large; and be it further
Resolved, that this Committee report its activities annually to the Mission Center Conference; and be it fur‐
ther
Resolved, that this application and granting process and the granting funds be made available beginning in
2008; and be it further
Resolved, that an evaluation of the effectiveness of this process and the success of the resulting plants/re‐
plants/new ministries be made by the Mission Center Council within five years, with a report to the Mission
Center Conference.
Working Definitions
(To be reviewed and refined by the proposed GPNW Grants Committee)
Church Plant: Establishing or beginning a genuinely new congregation to provide a full range of congrega‐
tional ministries to primarily new members and/or seekers in an area within the GPNW Mission Center that
does not already have an active Community of Christ congregation within it.
Church Re‐plant: Profoundly redirecting or re‐establishing an existing congregation within the GPNW Mission
Center, of such tectonic significance that it signals a fundamental shift in practice, location or membership,
indicating virtually a new congregation rising from the resources and/or membership of an earlier one.
New Ministry: Members from an existing GPNW Mission Center congregation create a new pathway for peo‐
ple to come into relationship with Jesus Christ and Community of Christ. This mission venture is genuinely
new for the congregation, in practice, outreach to a new/different population, or services offered to its com‐
munity. As a mission project, it ministers to both members and non‐members and fulfills our denomination’s
mission statement: proclaiming Jesus Christ and promoting communities of joy, hope, love and peace.
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Minutes from June 2008 Conference
GREATER PACIFIC NORTHWEST (USA) MISSION CENTER
SPECIAL CONFERENCE TO SUSTAIN PRIESTHOOD CALLS
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CENTER, SAMISH ISLAND CAMPGROUNDS, BOW, WA
SATURDAY, JUNE 14, 2008, 2PM
Let Love Be Genuine
The Special Conference of the Greater Pacific Northwest–USA Mission Center to present and approve priest‐
hood calls began at 2:04 p.m. PDT with praise singing accompanied by Seventy Mary Richardson, followed by
a scriptural responsive reading by the congregation and invocation by Bishop Bill McFarlin. The business ses‐
sion of the conference was called to order at 2:20 p.m. by Mission Center President Kathy Sharp. Naomi
Jacks, Redmond, OR Congregation, moved to dispense with reading of the minutes from the October 2007
conference. The motion was seconded by Delta Campbell, Cedarcrest, WA Congregation, and the motion
passed.
Kathy read a greeting to the conference by Apostle Susan Skoor and a scripture charge, Let Love Be Genuine,
from Romans 12:9‐21. The calls for consideration were announced:
• John P. Mills, Jr., Salem Congregation, to the office of High Priest
• Barbara Hawksford, Crystal Springs Congregation, to the office of Evangelist
• Francine Inslee, Crystal Springs Congregation, to the office of Evangelist
• Clint Jacks, Redmond Congregation (OR), to the office of Evangelist
Bill McFarlin read a testimony for each ordination candidate by the calling officer, Apostle Susan Skoor. He
also read a letter of greeting to the conference and charge to the evangelists by Presiding Evangelist David
Brock. Each candidate, in turn, shared their affirmation of their call and their commitment to serve, followed
by statements of support by members of the mission center—by submitted letters read by Bill McFarlin or by
personal testimonies. Kathy Sharp called for a standing vote by all GPNW mission center members to sustain
all four candidates. The vote passed unanimously. Friends of the mission center also were invited to stand
with those who voted to demonstrate their support for the candidates. Following a hymn, Evangelist John
Worlund offered a prayer of support and benediction. With no objections from the floor, Kathy Sharp ad‐
journed the meeting at 3:42 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Dennis Butterfield, Elder, Crystal Springs Congregation

Page 47

Together

We

Can

Youth Camping Team Report 2008
Christie K. Ostendorp, Chair
What do you like about camps, other than being there? For me, it’s hearing the stories of the youth — having them
share about how special their baptism at Senior High Camp was, the commitments they made to study their scriptures
daily, how they invited all their friends to come to camp with them next year, the skit they did with their cabin, how
cool their counselor was, how they learned a new skill, how a camper showed vulnerability and trust in the camp to be
accepting and supportive. All and everything warms my heart, and I know that many experienced Jesus in their activi‐
ties, in their relationships and in their quiet times with him in nature. The camping experience offers so much, even to
those who aren’t looking or expectant. It’s a time for growth and renewal. It’s a time to feel cared for. It’s a time to
make forever friends. It’s a time to decide who you want to become.
Our mission center served 326 campers this year out of 14 events, including 11 camps, two retreats and one caravan.
Ministry was provided by 185 of our volunteer staff. Although we had to cancel one camp due to low registrations, we
were able to send those youth to another camp.
In 2007, four out of 12 camps broke even or had a financial gain. Fro 2008, we raised our fees by $40, leaving the early
bird fee the same as last year’s fee. This year, seven out of 11 camps broke even or had a financial gain. Due to the
need for a higher staff ratio, some of our camps are lucky to break even. What a wonderful improvement of good stew‐
ardship in budgeting, increased registrations at five camps, creative recruiting and generous donations by staff. Each of
the senior high camps, including Caravan, raised their attendance from between four and 12 additional campers.
Eighty‐eight youth benefited from the Two‐for‐One fee assistance program. This program was a great way to invite a
friend who had never attended our youth camps, and both paid half price. The mission center covered the remaining
amount out of the $5,000 allotted for each campground’s youth camps. The allotment also covered the 39 camperships
for children and youth who applied for partial or full financial assistance. Over 30 children were assisted by home con‐
gregations.
Each year, we have had a full‐day Youth Leadership Training event that focused on risk management and skill building.
This year, we had over 30 in attendance at our first weekend training at Lewis River Campground, held on February 29‐
March 2. Representing the group were camp and Caravan directors, camping team members, camp staff, youth work‐
ers and motivated teenagers interested in providing ministry to children and their peers. Classes were offered on wor‐
ship, campfire leadership, recreation, camp counseling, media, as well as special interest group discussions including
directors meetings, special needs children and outreach ministries. We evaluated what we felt passionate about, what
has worked and what we need to achieve in youth ministry. We worshiped together, worked together, played games,
laughed out loud, shared ideas, strategized – but most importantly, we enjoyed the connection with each other.
Because of the importance of this training and the desire to make it accessible to all, we took up two free‐will offerings
in place of charging a registration fee. The mission center covered the remaining ¾ of the cost of the retreat. Many of
the instructors donated the costs of their handouts and materials to keep costs down. We are hoping that 2009 train‐
ing will draw more than our directors and camping staff, to include congregational youth workers and Christian educa‐
tion teachers. The Mission Center Camping Team has made training and mentoring their top priority to ensure quali‐
fied and self‐confident youth workers. Thank you to the directors who also provide leadership and training to their indi‐
vidual camp staff.
We could not continue our camping program without the mission center’s financial support. Thank you for your gener‐
ous support in the past. We trust you will continue to partner with us when you support this year’s budget!
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Doxology (Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow)
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Letter to Sustain Mission Center
President
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Letter to Sustain Mission Center
Financial Officer
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Testimony of Dee Robino
Called to the Office of Seventy
I have always been a part of the Community of Christ family. It has been a great blessing in my life. I feel
that God has been so generous with me in so many ways. I want to help build his kingdom in whatever way
he sees fit. I hope, through my service as a Seventy, I can do this.
Right now I live in Medford, Oregon with my husband, Barry, and my two children, Paige and Ross. I teach
kindergarten at our neighborhood school. We have been blessed to have our extended family also join us
here in Medford in the past few years. My parents live close to us, and my brother and sister‐in‐law and
their two children live here also. This has enriched our lives greatly. They are also an active part of our con‐
gregation.
Throughout my life, it has excited me to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with those that surround me. Al‐
though I have never started a big ministry, I have loved being able to share the gospel with those I come in
contact with. When I was called to the office of Elder, I wanted to be sure if I could represent this calling in
the manner God intended and asked myself why this church and why God was important to me. As I prayed
and meditated over these questions, I was fortunate enough to attend the Women's Conference in 1998 at
the Temple. As I sat surrounded by the Saints, people that had raised me, people that had lived what they
preached and loved me through good and bad, I realized that I am the person I am because of their uncondi‐
tional love of me and their steadfast service to God. I then understood that I needed to "pay this for‐
ward," and I would be better able to do this through my service as a priesthood member.
Now, as I prepare to serve in the capacity of Seventy, I realize that God has more for me planned. He is
ready for me to step forward again and look to Him for guidance and direction. I don't know if that will mean
to start a new ministry or be a part of something that is already going on, but I want to be aware of,
and open to, the possibilities. I am a little nervous to take this step, but I know that whenever I have stepped
forward in faith before, God has been there waiting to take my hand and lead me. We'll see what new and
exciting things He has planned!
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Touch Me, Lord, with Thy Spirit Eternal
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