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Statement from Kim Naten 

Greetings! I am so excited to begin this journey with you, and look 
forward to sharing more about that story in the coming months. For 
those of you who don’t know me well, I am blessed to have a rich 
family heritage and upbringing in Community of Christ. I  grew up 
in the Seattle area and have lived in Chehalis, WA, for the last seven 
years. I am an Elder and attend Olympia Congregation, where I 
have served as Pastor and Co-Pastor for the last four years. My hus-
band, Rick, and I are Congregational Support Ministers for Cowlitz 
Valley Congregation. We have been involved in the Mission Center 
camping program for many years, serving as counselors, cooks, and 
camp directors for various camps.   

I am currently employed as  a Legal Assistant with the WA State 
Dept. of Health (through December 2016), but most of you know me 
through my previous position as Mission Center Membership Ser-
vices Administrator/Recorder from 2009 to 2015.  While  my profes-
sional background is primarily in the legal and administrative sup-
port fields, my experience working with the Mission Center clarified 
for me where my passion truly lies: with you, the people of the 
GPNW Mission Center, and Community of Christ. Rick and I have 
always taught our kids to pursue their passion, and then figure out 
how to make a living doing it. I am excited and grateful that I now 
have that very opportunity! Back in the dark ages, I  attended 
Graceland University and Edmonds Community College, and hold 
an Associate Degree in Paralegal Studies. I am currently exploring 
opportunities with Graceland’s distance learning program with the 
hopes of completing my Bachelor’s degree. 

As of this past spring, Rick and I are officially Empty Nesters—both 
of our children, Taylor and Katherine, are now married to wonderful 
spouses and pursuing Adulthood 2.0 in Seattle and Spokane, respec-
tively. I look forward to the opportunities ahead in serving you, the 
Mission Center, and Community of Christ. I can be reached at 
knaten@cofchrist-gpnw.org.   
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